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Introduction: The Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) held its Twenty-fourth Sustainable 
Development Conference (SDC) from 6 - 9 December 
2021 in Islamabad, Pakistan� The overarching theme 
of this year’s Conference was Beyond the Pandemic: 
Leaving No One Behind. The Inaugural Plenary was 
held at the Presidency (Aiwan-e-Sadr) where President 
Arif Alvi was the Chief Guest� At the Closing Plenary, a 
video message was specially shared by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan�

The SDC was attended by 237 panellists from 23 coun-
tries� Besides Pakistan, speakers joined the sessions 
from Afghanistan, Argentina, Armenia, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Canada, Ecuador, Fiji, France, Germany, India, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Peru, Sri Lanka, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Thailand, the Netherlands, the UK, and the 
USA� All the sessions had a keen and interactive audi-
ence� A total of 38 sessions were organized of which 
10 were plenary sessions and 28 concurrent sessions� 
An audience of 2,539 attended the event online and in 
person�

Overarching Theme: The Twenty-fourth Sustainable 
Development Conference was a forward-looking 
conference and a reflection on the two years since the 
COVID-19 Pandemic� What were some of the lessons 
learnt during these challenging years? What could be 
done to catch up with the missed targets and how 
could they be compensated for the time loss; and how 
well were we prepared for future disasters? What were 
some of the opportunities gained or lost during this time 
frame and as seen through the prism of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)? What midcourse correction 
strategy could be adopted to steer towards sustainable 
development in the coming years? These were some of 
the questions that were addressed�

The post-Pandemic economic recovery delved into 
a comprehensive discussion looking at among other 
factors, ability of national and sub-national governments 
to: 
1� (plan for building back better, focussing on resilience 

of the hardest hit communities in terms of health, 
food, livelihood, and other shocks of the Pandemic, 
and ensuing natural hazards/disasters

2� ensuring adequate budgets for relief and recovery, 
form partnerships with private sector and non-
governmental organizations, and

3� efficient use of existing and donor resources in 
health and other social sectors� 

In the perspective of uneven recoveries and Pandemic 

aggravating the inequalities, speakers at the SDC 
debated on redefining and reshaping the post-
Pandemic new development agenda and required 
shifts in current policies, debated on how to be inclusive 
in these policies; and leave no one behind during the 
Pandemic and beyond� This special Bulletin shares the 
summary of what was discussed during the four days of 
the Conference�

Impacts and Outcomes: 
1. Interactive Forum: The Conference provided 

an interactive forum for the policy makers, 
researchers, experts, and scholars from different 
disciplines and to find relevant ideas, best practices, 
and solutions in an atmosphere of sharing and 
exploring. The key high-profile representation 
came from the President and Prime Minister of 
Pakistan� SDC keynote plenary sessions and panels 
were broadcast live on SDPI’s web-based TV (www�
sdpi�tv), and projected on social media platforms 
such as Twitter, Facebook and YouTube live for 
wider dissemination� Press release of each day was 
shared with the print media�

2. Press Coverage: The Conference received wide 
publicity in the print media� To see the press 
coverage details, please see https://sdpi�org/
sdconference/Beyond-the-Pandemic-Leaving-No-
One-Behind/presscoverage�To see the photos 
of the Conference, please visit https://sdpi�org/
sdconference/Beyond-the-Pandemic-Leaving-No-
One-Behind/pictures  

3. Launch of SDC Anthology: Sustainable 
Development in the Times of COVID-19. Keeping 
up with the tradition of bringing out an annual, 
peer reviewed anthology based on previous 
SDC’s papers, SDC Anthology titled ‘Sustainable 
Development in the Times of COVID-19’ was 
launched at the Inaugural Plenary on 6 December 
2021 at the Presidency and presented to President 
Dr Arif Alvi� The book has been jointly published by 
SDPI and Sang-e-Meel� 

Book Blurb: The COVID-19 pandemic took the world 
unawares with the developed, emerging and least 
developed countries equally prone to its contagion� But 
has it really been the ‘Great Economic Equalizer’ many 
have claimed? How has it impacted the last decade of 
action with regard to the Sustainable Development 
Goals, especially in South Asia? How has it affected 
different vulnerable groups such as students, small 
businesses, daily wagers, and sectors such as health, 

Introduction
SDPI’s Twenty-fourth Sustainable Development Conference (24th SDC)

6 – 9 December 2021
Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind

Summary by: Uzma T� Haroon, Director, SDC Unit, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
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education, Information & Communication Technologies 
(ICTs) in countries like Pakistan and India? 

How did day-to-day social relationships change and 
what effects has that had on mental health and well-
being? Most importantly, has the way nation-states 
govern changed from being economic-centric to 
becoming more human security-centric? 

Vibrant nations turn challenges into opportunities� 
Have governments and businesses across the world, 
particularly in South Asia found new ways of working? 
What are the areas where Pakistan’s policymakers 
need to invest more to recover and improve? What are 
some of the best practices thought leaders need to 
focus on from the public and private sector to keep the 
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda on track, while 
ensuring economic, food, water, health, education, and 
human security for citizens?

The authors in this volume try to answer the above 
questions by specifically focusing on issues related 
to green policymaking; regional connectivity and 
collaboration; economic growth, social protection, 
healthcare; ICTs; education; water governance; and 
community resilience�
To purchase a copy, please contact Ahmed Salim 
Resource Center at (051)2278134�
To download a copy, please visit https://sdpi�org/
sdconference/Beyond-the-Pandemic-Leaving-No-One-
Behind/publications 

Book Blurb by Sarah Siddiq Aneel

1� GIZ LoGo - Support to Local Governance (LoGo) 
Programme

2� GIZ GmbH - Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

3� FCDO - Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office

4� WFP - World Food Programme
5� The World Bank South Asia Chief Economist Office
6� Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (The 

Union)
7� IDRC - International Development Research Centre 
8� FNF - Friedrich Naumann Foundation
9� EU - European Union Delegation to Pakistan
10� UNDP – United Nations Development Programme
11� UNESCAP SSWA - United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific: Sub-
regional Office for South and South-West Asia

12� The Aga Khan University
13� ACCA Pakistan - Association of Chartered Certified 

Accountants
14� IRI - International Republican Institute
15� ITC - International Trade Centre 
16� PPAF - Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund
17� Unilever
18� FES - Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
19� UNESCAP Bangkok
Knowledge partners included:
20� FJWU – Fatima Jinnah Women University
21� HSA - Health Service Academy
22� IDS – Institute of Development Studies, UK
23� SAWTEE - South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics 

and Environment

President Arif Alvi being presented a copy of the SDC 
Anthology titled “Sustainable Development in the Times 
of COVID-19” at the Presidency by Dr Abid Q� Suleri, 
Executive Director, SDPI
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Morning Plenary 1.1:  
Inaugural Plenary – Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind
Venue: Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3F130oi

Master of Ceremony: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan
Welcome Remarks: Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by the Guest of Honour: Dr Sania Nishtar, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Social 
Protection and Poverty Alleviation, Government of Pakistan (GoP)
(Ehsaas & Leave No One Behind Agenda) 
Introductory Remarks: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Launch of Publications:
• SDC Anthology: Sustainable Development in the Times of COVID-19
• Policy Perspectives on Countering Violent Extremism in Pakistan
Remarks by the Chief Guest: H�E� Dr Arif Alvi, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
Plenary Organisers: Mr Shahid Minhas & Syed Hassan Murtaza, SDPI, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Tayyaba Hanif and Ms Zaina Noor, SDC Unit, SDPI, Pakistan 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed started the Inaugural Plenary of 
SDPI’s Twenty-fourth Sustainable Development 
Conference, ‘Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One 
Behind’, at the Aiwan-e-Sadr and welcomed the Chief 
Guest, excellencies, honourable ministers, secretaries, 
and conference partners on behalf of SDPI team� He 
also requested guests to keep their masks on during 
the event and maintain a safe distance due to COVID-19 
SOPs� 

After recitation from the Holy Quran and National 
Anthem, he introduced and requested the Chief Guest 
and all the esteemed panellists one by one for their 
remarks and speeches� 

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel welcomed all on behalf 
of the SDPI Board of Governors and thanked President 
Dr Arif Alvi for inaugurating the conference� 

He said that this was the second annual session of 
SDPI’s flagship event - the Sustainable Development 
Conference - that was taking place during the deadly 
viral Pandemic of COVID-19, which had caused 
enormous human losses and material damage and 
disrupted all kinds of human interaction the world over 

since March 2020� He commended the Government of 
Pakistan for its efficient handling of the Coronavirus 
crisis, including rapid vaccination of millions of people 

as well as ameliorating the financial hardships endured 
by the most vulnerable segment of the population 
through cash disbursements and provision of essential 
commodities at affordable cost. He also thanked China 
and other friendly countries for providing vaccines to 
Pakistan�

He said that SDPI personnel responded to the COVID-19 
crisis by fully complying with the regulations issued 
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by the NCOC while carrying out their activities as 
efficiently as possible. He hoped that the international 
community would be able to muster the political will to 

make concerted efforts to bring to an early conclusion 
the disruptive COVID-19 Pandemic�

He said that the 24th SDC would enable a multifaceted 
conversation among government officials and non-
state stakeholders on Pakistan’s national sustainable 
development agenda with a view to providing inputs 
for responses to the challenges facing Pakistan� He 
hoped that the deliberations at the 24th SDC would be 
useful for the Government and non-state stakeholders 
in their endeavours to promote Pakistan’s sustainable 
development agenda and the prosperity and wellbeing 
of its citizens�

Dr Sania Nishtar stated that the theme of the 
Conference, ‘Leaving No One Behind’, was very 
important� This was basically a banner that the UN had 
used for a very long time within the overall rubric of 
SDGs� “I think that the concept of leaving no one behind 
in a post-COVID scenario has a specific connotation,” 
she pointed out�

She said that there were many lessons to be learned 
in terms of importance of real time event evaluation, 
and in terms of the importance of the digital ways of 
working in a country like ours� There were many lessons 
with respect to emboldening the government� There 
were very important insights in terms of how unique 
identification numbers could be used in the context 
of internet penetration and the use of cell phones to 
develop systems at scale�

She added that Ehsaas Programme was not the only 
government intervention, which was tackling these 
issues, the entire government machinery from various 
angles was focused on these problems, but Ehsaas 
Programme clearly was the government’s policy 
framework, its tools and strategy to reach out to the 
most marginalized and in terms of leaving no one 
behind� It was structured in such a way that there 
was something for an underprivileged family in any 

point in the life cycle of an individual belonging to an 
underprivileged family�

“But by and large, programs are making 
much better progress than what we had 
envisioned at the inception two years 
ago� And I am hoping that through better 
linkages, with academia, with the civil 
society, we can improve, we can draw on 
evidence in a much better way to improve 
our operations,” emphasized Dr Nishtar�

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri introduced the 
24th edition of SDPI’s annual Conference� 
He said that over two decades ago, the 
Sustainable Development Conference 
started with a focus on South Asian 
region� Over the years, it had transcended 
regional boundaries hosting speakers 
from around the world� Today it had 
turned into a mega congregation of the 
people from across the world, working 
on and thinking about sustainable 

development. This year has been slightly different, he 
said. “It is different as we are holding it amidst Pandemic 
and concerns about latest variant of COVID-19 -Omicron� 
However, discussing ‘Leaving No One Behind’, the 
central theme of sustainable development goals, is 
more relevant than ever�” 

He said that the Government of Pakistan and our 
response in containing the disease, so far, had been far 
effective compared to many developed and developing 
countries of the world� International commodity prices 
did affect our domestic food prices. “However, by the 
Grace of God, we never witnessed any food scarcity 
and hunger as was witnessed among many parts of the 
world including developed countries during last two 
years,” stated Dr Suleri�

He said that the situation was a reminder that even if 
we do well as individual nations, we were in danger of 
missing the global target of “leaving no one behind”�  Dr 
Suleri introducing the theme of the Conference shared, 
“This was precisely what we are going to ponder upon 
in our annual Conference� More than 250 speakers 
from over 20 countries in 38 sessions during next four 
days would be addressing some key questions that we 
all have in mind�” 

H.E. Dr Arif Alvi said that the way Pakistan handled the 
COVID-19 crisis [well], the entire society worked on it� 
The Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr Imran Khan, laid 
down a compassionate ground in which he did not opt 
for a total lockdown. Reflecting upon it, [one can see 
that] he was the only leader who said they could not 
afford a complete lockdown. People were against it, 
claiming if not done so, people would die on the streets, 
but he insisted on the smart lockdown implementation 
of which was based on data driven decision making and 
people were helped accordingly� 

He added that the Government spent money from its 
own pocket, [keeping in mind that] it was not a rich 
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Evening Plenary 1.2:
Multi Tiered, Shock Responsive Social Protection in Pakistan
In collaboration with FCDO’s SNG
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3s3yHtr 

Moderator: Dr Fareeha Armughan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
Scene Setting Presentation: Dr Sohail Anwar, Advisor Governance and Social Protection, Sub-National 
Governance Programme, Punjab 
Chair: Mr Qazi Azmat Isa, Former Chief Executive, Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund, Pakistan 
Keynote Speaker (Online): Mr Makhdoom Hashim Jawan Bakht, Provincial Minister of Punjab for Finance 
Special Remarks: Mr Nadeem Hussain, Founder Easy Paisa and CEO Planet N Group, Karachi, Pakistan
Distinguished Panellists (In-Person):
• Mr Khurram Dastgir Khan, Member, National Assembly of Pakistan
• Captain Saeed Ahmed Nawaz (Retd�), Additional Secretary, Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division, GoP 
• Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social Protection, GIZ Pakistan
• Ms Beenish Fatimah Sahi, CEO, PSPA, Lahore, Pakistan 
• Mr Henlo Van Nieuwenhuyzen, Principal Consultant, Oxford Policy Management, UK
Distinguished Panellists (Online):
• Dr Adeel Malik, Associate Professor, Oxford University, UK
Closing Remarks: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Vote of Thanks: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Plenary Organisers: Dr Fareeha Armughan, Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI & Dr Sohail Anwar, SNG- FCDO
Report by: Ms Nudrat Fatima and Ms Tayyaba Hanif, SDPI, Islamabad

Government; therefore, it was a huge compassionate 
effort by the Government of Pakistan. Moreover, 
the members of private sector and industrialists also 
contributed in these efforts to help the Government. 
However, the situation created by COVID-19 has had 
its aftereffects due to instability in the supply chain. 
[Alongside], thinktanks continue to come up with 
solutions to the problems being faced by the common 
man�

Video Link: https://bit�ly/3F130oi 

Dr Alvi said that the Government of Pakistan initiated 
efforts for food security, tried to elevate people from 
poverty, held massive vaccination campaigns, and 
developed a structure which allowed the citizens to 
connect with the Government� Moreover, this Pandemic 
had boosted electronic education� He emphasized, “I say 
this on every platform, the tools of electronic education 
have always been available, and Pakistan has needed 
them desperately, even though the tools have existed 
for the past 15 years, we did not adopt them� COVID-19, 

involuntarily, made us adopt distant learning�” 

The philosophy of ‘Leaving No One Behind’, [is one for] 
the developing countries� The crisis that Afghanistan 
was in today, the Pope talked about the Mediterranean 
being a refugee dump, but the country which had been 
providing refuge [to the war-torn Afghan refugees] for 
over 40 years without any complaints was not being 
talked about [i�e�, Pakistan], lamented the President 

and added that none of our politicians ever 
said the refugees were not welcome� 

He further added that women, [in the area 
of digital economy] played a vital role� “I 
believe that the disbursements of Ehsaas 
Programme were provided to women� As 
soon as their bank accounts were functioning 
the money was automatically transferred into 
the accounts� In such a way we can empower 
our women� The loan schemes like Kamyaab 
Jawan for the youth and the loan schemes 
for women are to enhance skill development 
which will, in turn, uplift our deprived sectors,” 
stated the Chief Guest, and added, “We have 
all the ingredients to make this country strong 
in all aspects� We do not need to ask anyone 

for anything going forward�”

Dr Alvi emphasized that he believed that we could at 
least learn to understand how to be cautious and how 
to elevate our country using the philosophy of Leaving 
No One Behind� The Chief Guest, President Dr Arif Alvi, 
concluded with these words of advice: “Adopting this 
would change Pakistan in just under one generation, 
which mind you is not a very long period of time, 
towards a far better future� And this is where your 
thinktanks and their contributions are very important�”
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Dr Fareeha Armughan commenced the plenary by 
welcoming the esteemed guests and dignitaries of 
the plenary session� After introducing the guests, she 
requested Mr Qazi Azmat Isa to formally open the 
session with his introductory remarks as the plenary 
chair� He congratulated SDPI on conducting its 24th 
Sustainable Development Conference� He started by 
saying that Pakistan had a multi-tiered system of social 
protection: federal and provincial� However, the federal 
and provincial authorities lacked a common platform 
to discuss the challenges (leakages) and opportunities, 
along with the use dynamic social data that would be 
integrated�  All tiers of governments needed to make 
synergies for more efficient future programs.

Dr Sohail Anwar proceeded with his scene setting 
presentation� Dr Anwar said that COVID-19 was a 
crisis of global proportion that caused global poverty 
escalation in the wake of the Pandemic� The poverty that 
was forecasted as 8% in the year 2020 went up to 9�8% 
which actually pushed over 140 million people below 
international poverty line i�e�, USD 1�9 USD/per day� 
There was no denying that South Asia was the worst 
hit region in terms of poverty in comparison to other 
regions� Soon after the onset of COVID-19, in just two 
months around all countries in the world responded 
with over 1,200 schemes of social protection and the 
main mechanism was either initiating new schemes 
or strengthening the existing schemes vertically and 
horizontally� The initial estimates in Pakistan showed 
that the in case of mild impacts, the initial poverty 
that was around 24% had gone up by 9 points, in case 
of severe impacts, the same was expected to reach 
50 more points, luckily Pakistan did not come to the 
point of severe impact because of the Government’s 
immediate measures and smart lockdowns�

Dr Anwar continued that, COVID-19 disrupted the supply 
chain all over the world, and because of that Pakistan 
was currently facing the wave of inflation that according 
to different agencies in Pakistan ranged between 8-11%. 
According to Pakistan’s Bureau of Statistics, before the 

Pandemic about 35% of population was economically 
active, that translated to 56 million people, which 
sharply declined during the lockdown period and came 
down to 22%, meaning just 35 million people but then 
recovery started and by December 2020, 33% people 
(52 million people) were again economically active 
although there was still a gap of 4 million people� 

While elaborating the role of the Sub-National 
Governance Programme (SNG), he shared that in 
collaboration with the provincial governments of Punjab 
and KP, the Programme participated in the post COVID 
-19 dialogue, both governments constituted working 
groups and SNG took the lead in that working group�
These dialogues resulted in two strategies devised at 
provincial level: RISE (Responsive iInvestments in Social 
Protection and Economic Recovery) in Punjab and Azm-
e-nNau in KP�  Both documents provided short- and 
medium-term recovery roadmaps� There was no pre-
existing social protection policy in both provinces, which 
meant there were no strategic directions regarding 
social protection� SNG drafted social protection policies 
for both provinces, which were approved by respective 
Planning & Development (P&D) Departments and 
now they were awaiting the Cabinet approval� Unlike 
Punjab, KP had no existing social protection authority� 
SNG assisted the government in making one and also 
provided a road map for next three years in which 
three main components are were targeted and specific 
instruments are were drafted�

1. Labour Market Programs: In this the government 
was trying to give people skill and livelihood 
programs along with wage subsidies worker’s 
registration, access to interest free credit and micro 
finance.

2. Social Insurance: It was contributory social 
protection and meant that the entire burden of 
social protection was not on government alone, 
there must be contributory partners, and,

3. Social Assistance: It provided framework for 
conditional cash transfer to the excluded ones like 
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elderly or the disabled�

Another important contribution of SNG was the 
creation of Spatial Vulnerability Index (SVI), after 
COVID-19, the P&D Departments found out that they 
did not have the framework for resource allocation to 
the regions on equity basis� For example, in Punjab, 
there were around 150 tehsils 
in the province, eight different 
dimensions were considered 
for SVI of Punjab namely,; social 
vulnerability (demographics), 
economic vulnerability 
(livelihood), climate change, 
access to infrastructure, access 
to social services, access to 
financial services, and conflict/
instability� A database would 
be established on the basis 
of these dimensions and then 
P&D department can could 
sort districts or tehsils from 
least to the most vulnerable 
and then allocate resources 
according to prevent crisis 
from any future shock�

During COVID-19, it was also 
found out that there was no data available for the 
informal workers as the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
announced a PKR 200 billion relief package for daily 
wagers� After just 28 days of this announcement, the 
Parliament was informed that there was no mechanism 
to distribute this amount because there was no data 
available� The same happened in Punjab� In this 
background, the SNG devised a registration mechanism 
for Punjab to address this challenge� 

While concluding his presentation Dr Anwar said that 
during the time of a crisis, the government had to come 
up with financial aid, but the mechanism must be in 
place before [any such event] to provide a reservoir 
for that money, such as a Social Protection Fund� For 
this Fund, the timeline of 2021 to 2025 would have 
the following three milestones: endowment fund, 
investments and finally, contributory social security.

Mr Nadeem Hussain, Founder Easy Paisa and CEO 
Planet N Group, Karachi, while giving special remarks 
at the session said that the Pandemic gave many 
opportunities like the digitalization across the countries 
accelerated� The digital footprint enhanced, and more 
digital work was done e�g�, HealthTech, FinTech and 
EdTech� This transition was initially thought to take 8-10 
years, Pakistan being a cash driven society, as there 
were PKR 7�2 trillion in circulation, and it was to remain 
a cash driven society for a longer period of time, but 
the Pandemic brought drastic changes in this timeline� 
Mr Hussain continued that in Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP), many leakages were there when the 
cash transfer was through a postman, BISP was then 
automated and moved on to the restricted wallet, which 
was a gap because the system itself was promoting 
the conversion of digital money into cash�  That wallet 

must allow digital payment system at kariana stores 
as it will would give the information about customer’s 
fund utilization and will help to devise more effective 
policies� The saving behaviour of people in Pakistan was 
also noted to be different because people did not tend 
to save money in banks due to fear of being caught in 
tax net� 

Mr Hussain further elaborated the pillars of social 
payment system:
1. Accessibility: banks had been concentrated in 

urban areas while rural areas had little or no access 
to banks and banking services

2. Robustness: the cyber security of banks must be 
taken into account to protect databases�

3. Easy integration: people were financially illiterate 
for complex transactions while actually they could 
easily use a simple transaction�

Captain Saeed Ahmed Nawaz (Retd.), Additional 
Secretary, Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety 
Division, GoP, added that shock-response to any kind 
of catastrophe i.e. earthquake, flooding, or any health 
emergency would be in the form of relief, rescue and 
finally rehabilitations, provided by local councils, 
police stations that meant street-level bureaucrats, 
revenue officers, assistant commissioners and deputy 
commissioners signifying a bottom-up approach then 
the response would continue to move up with the 
magnitude expanding� 

COVID-19 was a unique case, and the lower tiers of 
the government were clueless of the magnitude or the 
direction or even the outcome of the Pandemic� So, 
the response started from the federation and travelled 
down to the lower chairs tiers of the government (top-
down approach)�

Captain Nawaz continued that the federal government 
as their its first response made budgetary allocation 
of about PKR 1 trillion to deal with the Pandemic� The 
exact figures could be different based upon different 
exchange rates� And with that the Ehsaas emergency 
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cash program was launched which provided PKR 12,000 
to each family and covered about 15 million families� 
The government continued with the unconditional cash 
transfer programs and several satellite programs besides 
this emergency cash transfers� Under the programme, 
an SMS service was launched for registration�, tThis 
enabled the government to introduce a digital inclusion 
as well� 

Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan, Member, National 
Assembly of Pakistan, reflected on the experts views 
of details the service delivery and relief being extended 
to people of Pakistan and methods of analyzing and 
managing it in order to further improve it�

Engr� Khan said the social and the political strife, as seen 
in the country, its was rooted almost always in intellectual 
confusion and in the collective lack of courage to raise 
a voice against it� He said that as a policy practitioner 
and a legislator, it seemed that most of the institutions 
of governance in the country had reached their limits or 
had become obsolete and entirely inadequate to serve 
the people of Pakistan� He continued, while there are 
were very small but substantive bright spots like the 
Benazir Income Support Programme and its various 
offshoots, yet the larger question of how this country 
was going to be governed was something that needed 
to tackled head-on� For now, the country seemed to be 
stuck in this vicious cycle of weak democracy followed 
by some hybrid [governance] mechanism and in many 
cases, outright dictatorships� He concluded by saying 
that it was a subject of market design, and the inclination 
of the State to play its part and analyze if it has had 
the capacity to deliver� He urged the worthy panellists 
to deliberate on the service delivery mechanisms that 
would help the State acquire more effective methods.

Dr Adeel Malik, Associate Professor, Oxford University, 
UK, in his presentation, tapped upon the idea of how the 
politics and economy interacts�  Dr Malik said that there 
were many ways for supporting poor and marginalized 
community and Ehsaas Programme was surely one 
of them� For poverty reduction, Pakistan needed to 

adapt a broader governance structure, as there were 
institutional poverty traps in the country, and because 
the poor lack resources needed to be mobilized for 
the poor� He added that the resource allocation was 
not equitable, the poor were left behind only with 
the provision of aid which hindered their growth and 
mobility ever further� Poor in Pakistan, needed more 
than charity, which was an inclusive economic system�

Mr Hashim Jawan Bakht, Provincial Minister of Punjab 
for Finance, deliberated upon the current health 
system of Punjab and stated that a health shock could 
be a disturbing for whole community and it pushed 
people below the poverty line� Mr Bakht said there 
was a need to device devise a system that would be 

inclusive and interdependent� 
There had been a structural 
philosophical shift in ‘how we 
perceive development?’, a 
more human-centric approach 
had been adopted by the 
current government�  Mr Bakht 
continued that the focus should 
be on both private and public 
sectors� He said there was a 
vivid upgradation in health and 
education systems in Pakistan� 
Currently, the government 
worked on adapting to a 
universal health system� In 
addition to this, a tax relief 
budget was also given� This 
increased the resilience of the 
government�

The current government had 
proactively taken approaches to cushion COVID-19 
shock,  it came up with Kamyaab Pakistan Program and 
targeted commodity subsidy program with the purpose 
of shifting from cash transfers to commodity based 
subsidy which meant untargeted to targeted subsidies, 
socio-cultural transformation shifting from cash based 
transactions to digital transactions and financial 
inclusion along with bankability of the lower strata of 
the society and finally formalization of some informal 
sectors of the economy�  Punjab government also 
adopted the social-centric approach and came up with 
the social protection programs for everyone including 
the acid victims, old ages, transgenders and artists�

While sharing her insights, the next speaker, Ms Beenish 
Fatimah Sahi, CEO, PSPA, Lahore, Pakistan, said that the 
gGovernment of Punjab made PKR 10 billion support 
fund available, but the provincial government had no 
means of distribution, so collaboration with the federal 
government was needed� The pre-existing collaboration 
was at a secondary level� This made gGovernment 
of Punjab realize the weakness of social protection 
systems and mechanism available with them�   

Ms Sahi continued that the Government of Pakistan 
lacked a multi-tiered shock responsive social protection 
system, so, it was decided to leverage on the capabilities 
of military and national command and operation centre� 
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She concluded by listing the prominent programs of 
PSPA, the four new projects targeting the following:

• Elderly: The program was called Ba-himmat 
Buzurgh, which was a social pension, non-
contributory pension especially focusing on the 
poor women, the targeted beneficiaries were 
beyond the BISP households� Approximately 80,000 
people had been enrolled in this program, but the 
enrolment of this program was deliberately slowed 
down because of reliance on previous data� 

• Acid attack victims: The program was called Nayi 
Zindagi, that was for the financial, psychological, 
and physical rehabilitation of acid attack victims�

• Artists: The program was called Silla-e-Fun, in 
collaboration with Information and Culture 
Department of Government of Punjab, this program 
was initiated to provide PKR 5000/ per month 
assistance to the needy artists� 

• Transgender: The program was called Masawaat� 
This was for the economic and social inclusion of 
the transgender persons� It was an unconditional 
cash transfer for any transgender age 45 years and 
above bearing a CNIC�

Mr Henlo Van Nieuwenhuyzen, Principal Consultant, 
Oxford Policy Management, U,�K stressed upon the 
idea of how sustainably the government can finance 
social protection and shock responses� He discussed 
the four elements of financing a social protection 
program namely: looking into uncertainties; allocating 
budget; creating fiscal space; and managing debts. Mr 
Nieuwenhuyzen said that for creating fiscal spaces, 
it was very important to look at progressive taxation 
especially issues such as income tax, natural resources 
extraction taxation, property inherit taxation and 
tourism taxation�  

He also tapped upon the idea of using climate funds 
as shock responses programs, especially when there 
was a very close linkage between climate change and 
vulnerabilities of people in response to climate change� 

Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social 
Protection, GIZ Pakistan, stated that social protection 
was based upon three concepts: de-commodification, 
social solidarity, and rigorous reaction� He said 
that the biggest challenge of social protection was 
targeting the right community� In most advanced 
social protection systems, there had been an increased 
reliance on evidence-based case studies to improve the 
circumstance, in such a way that the individual, who 
was the subject of the assistance, would be precisely 
mapped� This precision could only be achieved by 
empowering the lower tiers of the governments� Syed 
Mustafa continued, that with the current governance 
structure, the gGovernment of Pakistan would face 
more challenges than opportunities� He added that a 
more evolved structure was required in order to be 
able to respond quickly to future shocks as well such as 
any disease outbreak or climate change�

The plenary session concluded highlighting a few points 
in the light of the discussion that a shared vision was 

missing in the beginning but with time and due to efforts 
of many like SNG it was drafted� The government was 
developing a cognitive architecture for integration of all 
social assistance being provided to beneficiaries and 
that in a way would integrate the auxiliary organization 
under the past division and at a later stage in would 
lead to integration with the provincial government 
and maybe a philanthropic organizations providing 
some kind of social assistance and emergency relief� 
A dynamic database in the form of national socio-
economic registry was also of vital importance and the 
opportunities that crisis had brought must be utilized 
to attain resilience equitably�

Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, said Think 
Thanks in Pakistan and in most of the developing 
countries faced a dilemma that they require access to 
the policy makers and access to the policy implementers� 
However, SDPI had been placed in a unique position 
in Pakistan where being an independent policy think 
tank, it had been given access to the highest level of 
policy makers and implementors� The 24th SDC, being 
a prime example of it�  

Dr Suleri, in his capacity as a member of Prime Minister’s 
Macroeconomic Advisory Group, then proceeded to 
pose questions to the esteemed panellists, developing 
new social protection mechanisms and exploring the 
existing ones, which could be used to provide the 
targeted subsidies beyond food, such as access to 
affordable fuel prices.  He proceeded by saying that by 
offering different types of social protection mechanisms, 
such as the Health Card, Kisan Card, and Kamyab Jawan 
Program, was the government spreading itself too 
thinly or should it wait for any one scheme to conclude 
and then start the second one� 

Dr Suleri also urged the panellists to discuss, if 
the existing mechanism were showing promising 
outcomes, then work was required on their branding 
in mainstream media� He concluded by saying that the 
recommendations collected from this high-level plenary 
would be shared with the high -level policy makers and 
so they could be implemented in a proper manner� 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Executive Director, SDPI in his vote 
thanks congratulated the esteemed panellists, for not 
just participating in a session on social protection� He 
appreciated the experts’ views and advice on covering 
the topic comprehensively, from a shared vision to 
political economy to legal structures of the systems and 
processes, along with  the topic of fiscal sustainability 
and its interventions� He thanked partners, panel 
plenary organizers, colleagues, panellists, and speakers 
who participated and delivered this high profile 
panelsplenary� 

Recommendations

1� BISP must create their own wallets, rather than 
using third party’s wallets� 

2� Right now, doing a digital transaction is far more 
expensive than cash transaction and there are no 
incentives to do a digital transaction� Thus, digital 



12

R e s e a r c h  &  N e w s  B u l l e t i n

Session A-1: 
Building Minimum Consensus on the Architecture of Local Government System in 
Pakistan
In collaboration with GIZ LoGo
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3GOyf6v

Moderator: Syed Hassan Murtaza, SDPI 
Chair: Mr Mohsin Mushtaq Chandna, Federal Secretary for Inter-Provincial Coordination, GoP
Special Remarks: Dr Nafisa Shah, MNA, PPP, Member Standing Committee of National Assembly on Revenue 
and Finance, Former Vice President of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association; and Mr Inayat Ullah, MPA, 
Ex-Minister for Local Government, Elections & Rural Development, KP
Speakers:
• Ms Amna Zaidi, Senior Research Associate, SDPI 
• Mr Rainer Rohdewohld, Senior Policy Advisor Decentralization & Public Sector Management, Germany
• Dr Aamir Taj, Associate Professor, IM Sciences, Peshawar, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Mr Qasim Shah, Deputy Executive Director, and Ms Rabia Tabassum, Research Associate, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan; and, GIZ LoGo

transactions must be supported either by zero tax 
or some credit points�

3� The needs of the poor and rich are similar, the 
magnitude of needs is different. The resource 
allocation must be equitable�

4� The cash transfer wallet must allow digital 
payment system at kariana stores as it will give the 
information about customer’s fund utilization and 
will help devise more effective policies.

5� Starting from micro to macro level service 
delivery, there is a need to set an optimal level 
of customization to suit needs of the targeted 
beneficiaries.

6� The third tier of government is missing that is 
the local government� Had they been there, they 
would have enabled the government to ensure 
communication of credible messaging in the face of 
chaos and confusion, but the decision making was 
centred at the federal tier only�

7� There is a need to have more open discussion and 
collaboration to avoid duplication of SP programs 
at provincial and federal level� 

8� There is a need to have a national social protection 
council having representations from all the social 
protection agencies so that stakeholders can sit 
together and design programs in such a way the 
scare resources are utilized more efficiently.

9� There should be redistribution of assignments 
among these different tiers for effective SP delivery 
mechanism� 

10� The challenge of the state is its engagement with 
its citizen over the long period of time and services 
delivery� Ffor which data sharing across the province 
on social protection is important and data sharing 
protocols need to be established� IT sector needs to 
be leveraged along with enhancing financial literacy 

education� 
11� Framework for collaboration and shared vision is 

indispensable� Shared vision is important like using 
institution such as the Council of Common Interest 
and Council for Social Protection will be very useful 
helpful� We need to think how to re-design programs 
and initiative such as social protection, the key word 
for design is inclusion so that people come to know 
that they the equal citizen of the country�

12� Engaging with community and community 
mobilization is important, people’s voices, and 
participation make major impact in social protection 
initiatives� Accountability and transparency are 
insured ensured if the communities are involved�  
Through social inclusion, leveraging social 
capital, institution to deliver social protections, 
infrastructure, and microfinance become 
transparent and sustainable�

13� It is important to localize development and hear the 
voice of the people to ensure that the government 
will graduate people out of poverty and invest in 
human capital� 

14� We need partnerships in power and to recognize the 
contribution of civil society as it is the key member 
and player in all of the society� 

15� The climate funds can be used to finance shock 
response initiatives programs and specifically 
when there is a very close linkage between climate 
change and vulnerabilities of people in response 
to climate change� Therefore, there is a policy 
question on how to be fund routine programs and 
stabilize social protection routine program but also 
try to expand social protection in order to enable 
vulnerable group of the society to cope with such 
shocks�  

Report by: Ms Oshin Khan, SDPI, Islamabad  
The session was moderated by Syed Hassan Murtaza. 
After brief introductions, he invited the first speaker of 
the session, Ms Amna Zaidi, Senior Research Associate, 
SDPI� Ms Zaidi said that the local government system 
of Pakistan in the four provinces was different in terms 
of its mandates, electoral systems, priorities of political 
parties, allocation of funds, and inter-institutional and 
inter-governmental relationships�

Ms Zaidi said that SDPI aimed to bring the stakeholders 
together to create some minimum consensus on 
the architecture of the local government system in 
Pakistan� Article 140-A left some modalities to the local 
government, but every time government changes, the 
local government system changed with it� She said 
the disrupted tenures of the local government was 
a reason for this discontinuity� She recommended 
that the State should set their tenure and provide a 



13

R e s e a r c h  &  N e w s  B u l l e t i n

platform to provinces so they would not dismiss the 
former/previous system or wrap it up� Ms Zaidi further 
elaborated on the structural underpinnings of the local 
government, which included the capacity constraints, 
revenue generation, inclusiveness of local governance, 
unclear rules of business, lack of fiscal autonomy, and 
disruptive tenure of local governments� 

She continued that the political reluctance at the 
provincial level to fully devolve the financial powers 
also created hindrance in effective implementation of 
the local government system� 

Mr Rainer Rohdewold said that the new Local 
Government Act of Punjab needed to be aligned with 
the literature and the science of local governance� A 
federal system allowed for variety and diversity of local 
government arrangements and in Pakistan, a joint 
consensus would make it useful� Mr Rohdewold said 
that the local government needed to be independent in 
regulating the resources; provincial officials supervised 
89% of the service delivery� If a local government wanted 
to deliver services, financing was a fundamental key to 
consider� He added that in order to construct a good 
local government system, one needed to understand 
the context; political economy, design of reforms 
(e.g., fiscal decentralization) among others, along with 
the “science of decentralization”� Implementation of 
reforms was the key in this matter, which was often 
overlooked by policy leaders�      

Mr Rohdewold further talked about the relationship 
between the federal and provincial policymakers that 
it was critical and there must be a differentiation and 
separation between both as well as a proper monitoring 
system to regulate results� He said there were certain 
principles, which were necessary for each province to 
follow, for instance unified administration, which was 
the ability and legal mandate of local governments to 
control human resources otherwise this could lead to 
logical fiscal imbalances.            

He highlighted that to achieve effective local democracy 
in Pakistan, local governments must control the planning 
and provision of local public goods and services, their 
administrative staff, and rights to effective finances. 
They should be protected against selective politically 
motivated interference in their domain by higher tiers 
of government�

Mr Rohdewold concluded by saying that the local 
government must have significant taxing, spending, and 
regulatory autonomy; it must be independent in hiring, 
firing, and setting the terms of reference for employees 
without having to defer to higher levels of government� 
Only then can the local governments innovate in 
management by introducing performance-based 
accountability and innovate, by forging alternative 
service delivery arrangements�

Dr Amer Taj, Associate Professor, IM Sciences, Peshawar, 
said that after the 18th Amendment, Article 140-A 
made it mandatory for the provinces to formulate and 
administer local government laws� Institutionalization 
of government reforms had been difficult due to a 
lack of minimum consensus� Dr Taj said that we had 
to consider this fact, as there was to be some level 
of commonality when structuring and implementing 
them� He stressed on the nationwide deliberations 
between provincial ministries and departments of 
local governments to achieve minimum consensus� 
Local authority and money matters were important 
to think about for matters of public expenditure� 
Citizens were major stakeholders, as common people 
were often indifferent towards upcoming elections in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and there was a great deal of 
confusion on whether local governments would deliver 
or not� Dr Taj continued that it was not possible to 
attain full commonality and uniformity in the structure 
and its implementation of the local governments, 
however, the provinces could synchronize systems and 
local governments framework to a considerable extent�  
Some of the useful forums for consensus building 
suggested by him included Ministry of Law and Justice, 
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Inter-Provincial Coordination Division and Council of 
Common Interest� He said that the challenges lay in the 
complementarity of social accountability mechanisms 
with the local government system (particularly in the 
KP), such as rights to information and rights to services�

Dr Nafisa Shah, MNA, PPP, Member Standing 
Committee of National Assembly on Revenue and 
Finance, Former Vice President of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association, gave special remarks at the 
session� She said that the provinces and the election 
commission were responsible for the local government 
as per the Constitution that had made local government 
subservient to the provinces� The weak local governance 
showed local governments in Pakistan were in a state of 
chaos, and there seemed to be a bipolar arrangement� 
Dr Shah said that the dictatorships had come over 
the years with experimental local governments, each 
discrete and different. She said that the present 
regime, which had a strong angle of local governance 
in its manifesto, should have strengthened local 
government systems� Continuity of local governments 
was not ensured in all provinces� The Prime Minister 
or the federal government should conduct a national 

dialogue to get political ownership at the top level and 
all administrative, financial, and political aspects were 
agreed upon� Dr Shah added that zoning was also a key 
issue; a huge crisis was expected as the land use was in 
disarray and there seemed to be no political concern 
about what we were doing with our environment� Lack 
of debate, consistency and dialogue had contributed to 
the issue� 

Mr Inayat Ullah, MPA, Ex-Minister for Local 
Government, Elections & Rural Development, KP, in 
his special remarks said that unfortunately Article 
140-A lacked description; it called for devolution of 
powers to the local bodies, but the district tier had 
been omitted, knowing the fact that the devolved 

offices resided in districts. Therefore, a chapter must 
be incorporated in the Constitution that would define 
the basic characteristics, e�g�, “nobody should be 
allowed to abolish the district tier”, and that the local 
government elections must be scheduled consistently� 
Mr Inayat Ullah said the tiers and nomenclature, and 
the functions of the local governments must be unified 
across Pakistan� The functions of the three tiers must 
be clarified as well. He said, “According to the 2013 
Local Government Act, it was mandatory to transfer 
30% provincial development funds to the district; in the 
2020-2021 finance bill, this share got reduced to 20%. 
This issue needs to be addressed in the Constitution�” 

He said that the state must define the substantial things 
in the principal law and leave the trivial tasks to the 
rules of business; SDPI should intervene here� Mr Inayat 
Ullah continued that the local government systems 
would rely on the provincial government if they did not 
know how to collect the revenues� Economic growth 
led to fiscal decentralization that in turn made the local 
government independent� Unfortunately, the current 
political situation of Pakistan was not heading in this 
direction� He concluded by saying, “The absence of local 

governments is the reason for the weaker democracy, 
the unsustainable development, poor service delivery, 
and bad governance of Pakistan� Our mindset needs to 
be changed and we need to be ready to devolve powers 
to the public representatives to get improvement in the 
institutions�” 

Concluding the discussion, the session chair, Mr 
Mohsin Mushtaq Chandna, Federal Secretary for Inter-
Provincial Coordination, GoP, reiterated that there was 
a need to have a national dialogue to agree on some 
minimum standards that could be applicable to all 
provinces� He also stressed on the capacity building 
of local governments particularly on how to collect 
revenue in order to develop autonomy of local bodies� 
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Dr Shafqat Munir, while moderating the session, 
presented an overview of the session and introduced 
the speakers� He said that the survival of living beings 
would be difficult if we were not looking for nature-
based solutions for climatic hazards� Climate change 
and environmental issues were hitting us badly so 
sustainability and resilience in the ecosystem were 
very important� In this regard, the United Nations (UN) 
had launched the decade on ecosystem restoration 
(2021-2030) where countries must take actions 
towards the restoration of ecosystems ranging from 
forest to farmlands, freshwater, and mountains� The 
leadership in Pakistan believed that until the country 
prioritized ecosystem restoration, we could not make 
development sustainable nor strengthen the economy 
and bring about prosperity� With this brief introduction 
of the session, he invited Dr Mushtaq Ahmed Memon 
for special remarks� 

Dr Mushtaq Ahmed Memon congratulated SDPI 
and the Government of Pakistan for hosting the 
World Environment Day 2021� He said the ecosystem 
restoration aligned with the decade of action for the 
sustainable development goals (SDGs) and COP26 
decisions as well�   

He said that sustainable development came from every 
action we took, whether on the production side in 
various industries (textiles, automobiles, food, etc�) or 
from the consumption side� Sustainable consumption 
and production of goods and services helped in 
restoring the ecosystems and addressed the three 
integrated planetary challenges including nature and 
biodiversity loss, climate action, and pollution action�  

He further stated that it was important to adopt a 
holistic approach for the restoration of the ecosystem� 
For example, one should not focus on the restoration 
of mangroves alone but must also consider the 
benefits of mangroves towards the protection of other 
bio-diversities, creation of livelihood resources, and 
protection of land from possible sea encroachments� 
He also explained the restoration of forests in the 
same context that forests not only created food and 
other resources for the people but more importantly 
they helped to avoid landslides and to bring unpolluted 
water to the rivers� 

Mr Adam Savelli highlighted the impacts of climate 
change on agricultural production, food supply, and food 
availability in the five livelihoods zones of Pakistan. He 
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said that rising temperatures and climate variations 
impacted the precipitation patterns in two growing 
seasons (Kharif and Rabi) in Pakistan� Generally, the 
crop seasons were quite dry throughout the country, 
as less than 100 mm of rainfall was considered to 
be a dry month and no month had received more 
than 30 mm of rainfall from 1981 till now� The same 
pattern of rainfall was projected till 2060� Both 
growing seasons had been experiencing shifts in the 
patterns of precipitation as increased precipitation 
towards the end of the growing season could make 
harvesting more difficult and lead to agricultural 
losses� 

He then referred to the IMPACT model and said 
that due to socioeconomic factors e�g�, population 

growth and technological improvements, the results 
may seem to conflict with pure biophysical analysis. 
He stressed that the production of key crops (wheat, 
vegetables sugarcane, cotton, etc�) was projected to 
be significantly lower under conditions of climate 
change compared to conditions where no climate 
change existed� So, the agricultural sector in Pakistan 
would not be able to reach its full capacity due to the 
negative impacts of climate change� 

He said that the percentage of the population at 
risk of hunger and the number of undernourished 
children was projected to decline overall in the 
coming decades mostly because of increasing per 
capita cavalry� These indicators were projected at 
the national level, which meant that the overall 
gains may not be distributed evenly, and the climatic 
vulnerabilities would become embedded in certain 
geographic areas which would increase� Hence, the 
positive policy and programming interventions were 
needed to equally distribute the socioeconomic 
benefits to these at-risk geographies that were less 
likely to experience the benefits. 

He also talked about the projected differences in 
annual mean temperature which indicated that 
significant temperature increases were expected 
across all the five livelihood zones by 2050. They 
would cause glacial lake outburst flooding in glacier 
areas, damage agricultural production, cause 

drought, locus infestations and impact livelihood 
opportunities� 

Mr Iftikhar Abbas (co-presenter with Mr Adam Savelli) 
said it was evident from the past studies/trends that 
climate change had adversely impacted the agro-
ecological zones, including the mountains of KP and 
Balochistan and the irrigated and desserts of Sindh, 
and affected the lives and livelihoods of the people. He 
quoted the example of climate change by considering 
2017, 2018, and 2019 droughts experienced by some 
of the areas of Sindh and Balochistan�  He stressed 
considering the climate change variables more 
specifically in the areas where the communities were 
facing sectoral issues, community conflicts, and were 
living below the poverty line as they may not be able 

to sustain their lives and livelihoods 
while experiencing these additional 
socio-economic shocks along with 
climate change�

He further said that over the past 
40 years, since the agro-ecological 
zones were established by Pakistan 
Agricultural Research Council, climate 
change had changed the on-ground 
situation� So, we needed to look 
how to revise these agro-ecological 
zones for better decision making and 
programming� 

Mr Salman Danish presented the 
findings of his paper titled “Marine 
Ecosystems Restoration: Vital for 

Economy and Development?”�  He shared that Pakistan 
had 990 kilometres long coastline and had the seventh-
largest arid mangrove ecosystem in the Indus delta� 
The country’s marine ecosystem was providing oxygen, 
food, and livelihoods to millions of people� The ports 
of Karachi and Gwadar had the potential to handle 
global trade, which ultimately added to the economy of 
the country� Mangrove forests and tidal marshes were 
estimated to store 21 million tons of organic carbon or 
76�4 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e)� 
This encouraged replantation of mangroves as the 
Sindh Forest Department could have been successful in 
increasing mangrove areas in Indus Delta� Pakistan had 
also completed a blue economy study to estimate the 
carbon stocks absorbed in its mangrove forests�

He added that the threats to the marine ecosystem 
included overexploitation of marine resources for short-
term gains leading to mangroves decline, carelessness 
towards resources in the shape of plastic pollution and 
toxic waste dumping� Climate change itself had a huge 
impact on marine ecosystems, he added� However, 
ocean acidification and warming of the seas were the 
main reasons which led to coral reef runoff, and other 
such systems such as mangroves were majorly affected. 
He said Pakistan was committed to fulfilling its 
obligations related to the protection of its natural 
environment and the components thereof within its 
territory� Conservation of the natural environment 
through the declaration of protected areas was an 



17

R e s e a r c h  &  N e w s  B u l l e t i n

effective tool to restore ecosystems and Pakistan 
had already declared Astola Island as the first Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) in the territorial waters within 
the jurisdiction of Balochistan� Whereas other potential 
sites (Ras Malan, provincial jurisdiction of Balochistan, 
off Pasni in Balochistan, and the rocky headland located 
at Malan, Pasni, and Ormara) had been identified as 
Marine Protected Areas (MPA) owing to the enriched 
biodiversity� However, the government had planned 
to declare 10% of its marine and coastal areas under 
Protected Areas coverage�  

He further talked about the value of these ecosystems 
and said that Mangroves were a great carbon sinks i�e�, 
they could sequester the estimated amount of 6 to 8 
tons of CO2e per hectare per year� Hence, they were 
considered among the three key blue carbon habitats, 
the other two being tidal marshes and sea-grass 
meadows, which were among the most carbon-rich 
forests in the tropics� 

In conclusion, he referred to the World Bank (WB) policy 
recommendations for Blue Economy Implementation� 
World Bank policy had suggested that the country 
should focus on improving the mapping and monitoring 
of blue carbon and marine ecosystems� This could be 
achieved by identifying and evaluating key pressures on 
blue carbon or marine ecosystems investing in research, 
strengthening education, training, and engagement in 
the marine sector�

Dr Sehrish Qayyum shed light on the Post Pandemic 
Blue Economy� She explained the Blue Economy as per 
WB definition as “sustainable use of ocean resources 
for economic growth, improved livelihoods, jobs, and 
preserving marine ecosystems”� She further talked 
about how the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 
aimed to prevent, halt, and reverse the degradation 
of ecosystems on every continent and in every ocean� 
Which could help to end poverty, combat climate 
change, and prevent mass extinction by collaborative 
efforts. She emphasized maintaining the health of 
ecosystems as healthy ecosystems regulated water and 
carbon on the earth� 

She said that growing trees not only helped in reducing 
pollution but also contributed to the economy i�e�, 
restoring mangroves protected our coastlines from 
storms and floods. She further added that building 
economies around nature would create jobs for the 
future and conservation of the marine ecosystem 
was a way forward towards the sustainable blue 
economy. The fisheries sector contributed about 1% of 
the country’s GDP and provided jobs for about 1% of 
the country’s labour force� In the conclusion, she said 
technological interventions in fisheries and aquaculture 
industry, modernizing exiting techniques, and need-
based policymaking were the key steps to boosting the 
blue economy in the country�

Prof. Dr Babar Shahbaz said ecosystems contributed 
directly to all four dimensions of food security i�e�, 
availability, access, utilization, and stability� A terrestrial 
ecosystem had a pivotal role in ensuring food security 

by supporting agricultural production through essential 
natural resources such as fertile soil, rangelands, 
and watersheds� He said 50% of Pakistan’s total area 
comprised of rangelands whereas only 28% of the total 
area was cultivated, and 5% consisted of forest cover� 
He further stated the facts that 90% of Pakistan’s 
rangelands were located in the arid and semi-arid areas, 
the rest lay in the high-rainfall rangelands of Alpine 
pastures and Himalayan grazing lands� Dr Shahbaz 
noted that the rangelands of the country were mostly 
ignored and emphasized that we should consider 
the importance of rangelands while planning for the 
ecosystem restoration projects in the country� He 
further talked about the degradation of the ecosystem 
and said that 27,000 hectares of forest cover were lost 
every year, 11 million hectares of land were affected by 
water erosion, 4 - 5 million hectares were affected by 
wind erosion, and 5.33 million hectares were affected 
by salinity and solidity� 

In conclusion, he proposed that the ecosystem 
restoration had to be holistic along with ecosystem 
supportive food security policies to improve land 
management for promising outcomes� 

Ms Zartaj Gul said massive and urgent efforts were 
imperative to limit environmental degradation as the 
persistent ecosystem degradation would cost US$10 
trillion to global GDP by 2050� She further said that 
only with healthy ecosystems could we sustain life on 
earth, fight climate change and preserve biodiversity. 
She underlined the fact that the world today admired 
and acknowledged Pakistan as a champion because of 
ecosystem restoration done in the last few years� In this 
regard, she added that forestry alone had the potential 
to increase food security for 1�3 billion people and 
the flagship initiative of the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami 
Plantation (TBTTP) not only helped in the protection 
of nature but also contributed to the creation of 
employment opportunities across the country� 

She further added that the outcomes of the Billion Tree 
Afforestation Program (BTAP) were duly acknowledged 
by the World Economic Forum (WEF), United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), Bonn Challenge, 
and other world forums that helped in ending hunger, 
economic insecurity and provided livelihoods�

She informed the participants that the Government of 
Pakistan had launched Ecosystem Restoration Initiative 
to facilitate the transition for climate-resilient Pakistan� 
The Ministry of Climate Change, during the Covid-19 
pandemic, also launched a green stimulus package 
to end poverty and ensure ecosystem restoration� 
Pakistan was committed to reducing the risk from 
glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) in the Northern 
Areas of Pakistan to strengthen the resilience of the 
communities, she stated� 

Ms Zartaj Gul concluded that the policymakers, experts, 
and academia would have to think beyond statistics 
and come up with ground-based solutions to ensure 
ecosystem restoration and survival of the future 
generations�
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Session A-3: 
Beyond COVID-19: The Challenges to Primary Healthcare and Preparedness in Pakistan
In knowledge partnership with HSA
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3pRko8k

Moderator: Mr Shahid Minhas, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Dr Michael Lukwiya, Health Emergency Coordinator, WHO, Pakistan
Keynote Speaker: Prof� Dr Shahzad Ali Khan, Vice Chancellor, HSA, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers:
• Prof� Dr Rana Jawad Asghar, CEO, GHSI & Adjunct Professor, University of Nebraska, USA
• Dr Yasmeen Sabeeh Qazi, Snr. AA, B&MGF, Pakistan Office
• Dr Mumtaz Ali Khan, SSRO, CDC, NIH, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Saadia Mustafa, AP, HSA, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Adeela Rehman, FJWU, Rawalpindi, Pakistan 
      Title: Psychosocial Well-being of COVID-19 Affected Families and Coping Strategies for Sustaining Familial           
    Relationships: Small Sample Study from Rawalpindi, Pakistan
Moderator: Mr Shahid Minhas, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Mr Shahid Minhas & Mr Asim Zahoor Shah, SDPI; and Health Services Academy
Report by: Ms Emaan Fatima, Sustainable Development Policy institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
& Ms Seemab Bibi, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri extended his gratitude to 
the panellists for all the insightful discussions on the 
important topics� He said the future generations would 
have to carry the solutions of ecosystem restoration 
just like we had adapted to SOPs during the COVID-19 
pandemic�

The worthy panellists put forward the following policy 
recommendations for relevant stakeholders:
1� Provincial and sub-provincial administrations 

should be supported in implementing provincial 
climate change policies through partnerships with 
humanitarian development organizations�

2� Pakistan’s public social protection schemes 
should be expanded to cover climate vulnerable 
households and anticipatory actions were needed 
to support vulnerable communities before the full 
impact of a climate hazard was felt�

3� Instead of establishing more national parks 
the government needed to focus more on the 
management of the already established parks� 
It was important to engage the public in green 
initiatives to develop a management framework 
and plan followed with the implementation of 

projects� 
4� There was a need to ensure sustainable timber 

harvesting and restrictions should be imposed on 
the transfer of forest land for non-forestry uses�

5� Community-based participatory planning should be 
employed to safeguard agricultural livelihoods�

6� Authorities must work on updating national 
greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory and prepare for 
accounting the nationally determined contribution 
(NDCs)�

7� Government should invest in research to evaluate 
the co-benefits provided by blue carbon ecosystems.

8� Trade-offs between ecosystem conservation and 
food production should be evaluated at temporal 
and spatial scales for informed decision-making�

9� Authorities should focus on improving land 
management by better agronomic practices 
and tillage, judicious fertilizer use, and restoring 
degraded rangelands�

10� The government should focus more on developing 
a robust public-oriented green policy to enhance 
the adaptation capacity of vulnerable communities 
to prepare them for climate-induced risks� 

The COVID-19 Pandemic highlighted and aggravated 
many of the pre-existing challenges to healthcare 
systems in Pakistan� The panel aimed to discuss 
these challenges and emphasized the importance 
of healthcare preparedness during and beyond 

the pandemic� Each of the speakers mentioned the 
importance of developing primary healthcare facilities 
in Pakistan and gave indispensable recommendations 
for the way forward�
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After the introduction to the session and of the 
panellists by Mr Shahid Minhas from SDPI, the session 
began with a presentation from Dr Shahzad Ali Khan, 
Vice Chancellor of the Health Services Academy in 
Islamabad� Dr Khan mentioned that according to the 
Alma Ata Declarations of 1978, primary healthcare was 
actually supposed to contain multiple components, 
including the provision of safe water, nutritious food, 
and sanitation facilities in addition to the treatment 
of common illnesses and the availability of essential 
drugs� Unfortunately, Pakistan’s healthcare system had 
little focus on preventive measures, whereas the main 
emphasis was on the treatment of common illnesses and 
provision of essential drugs� Dr Khan then emphasized 
on the need to develop a multi-sectoral approach, 
combining both the health and non-health sectors at a 
community level for the provision of primary healthcare 
facilities accessible to the common citizen� He stated 
that the COVID-19 Pandemic had adversely affected 
the primary healthcare facilities and accessibility with 
reference to provision of contraceptives and antenatal 
care� Highlighting the importance of making such 
facilities more accessible to the common population in 
a post-COVID world, Dr Shahzad Khan recommended 
an increased focus on primary care rather than tertiary 
care facilities, and the continuation of home-based care 
programs that were started during the pPandemic by 
some healthcare organizations�

The second panellist, Prof. Dr Rana Jawad Asghar, 
CEO, GHSI & Adjunct Professor at the University of 
Nebraska, USA, discussed the universal health coverage 
schemes started by the Government of Pakistan 
during the Pandemic� For example, the Sehat Sahulat 
Card covered the treatment costs of around 8 million 
families in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Federal Area 
in 2020, costing the government almost PKR 21 billion� 
Prof� Asghar argued that while such programmes were 
important during an emergency scenario, especially for 
the less fortunate families, it would be very difficult for 
the Government to cover curative and treatment-based 
measures if the preventive measures were not included� 
More investment in the preventive programmes and 
coverage of basic health would reduce the burden of 
the Government on expensive treatments� He further 
endorsed Dr Shahzad Khan’s point of developing 
primary care facilities� At the height of the Pandemic, 
COVID-related healthcare funding was directed 
towards tertiary care facilities for ventilators, personal 
protective equipment, and the strengthening of 
laboratories, which resulted in posing more challenges 
to the primary care services and facilities�  

The next panellist was Dr Yasmeen Sabeeh Qazi, 
Senior Advocacy Advisor to the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, who talked about women’s health and 
reproductive health challenges during COVID-19�
Dr Qazi said that this redirection of funding, affected 
the women’s health globally, including reproductive 
health challenges, which decreased productivity and 
disrupted supply chains, forcing many countries into 
an economic recession� In such a bleak economic 
scenario, governments were tasked with increased 
funding for essential healthcare services at the cost 

of other departments, which were equally important� 
Women’s health including reproductive health, were 
compromised during the Pandemic� Dr Qazi said that 
Pandemics and humanitarian crises impact men and 
women differently, as women and other marginalised 
groups suffer disproportionately due to unequal gender 
and power relations that determine access to and 
control over resources� In doing so, she stressed the 
importance of incorporating a gender-based analysis 
into emergency preparedness and disaster response 
measures� In addition to characterizing reproductive 
health and family planning as essential services it 
was important to ensure that they remain a priority 
in all situations, Dr Qazi also further suggested that 
experts on maternal and neonatal health should also 
be involved in national and provincial COVID response 
task forces� 

The impact of the Pandemic on maternal, new-born, 
and child health was further discussed by Dr Sadia 
Mustafa from Health Services Academy, Islamabad� Her 
research findings showed that the number of antenatal 
visits as well as the number of women and new-borns 
receiving postnatal care were significantly lower in 
2020 than in 2019� Similarly, the number of births 
taking place at healthcare facilities and the number 
of babies being delivered through caesarean section 
also decreased over the same time period�  Moreover, 
especially during the months of June, July, and August 
there was a significant increase in maternal deaths in 
2020 as compared to 2019� Births were still happening, 
but they were taking place at home, in more unsafe 
conditions� As for child health services, hospitals saw 
a decrease in the number of children being treated for 
diarrhoea or acute respiratory illnesses� The vaccination 
rate for almost all major childhood vaccines also went 
down� This may partly be due to the fact that health 
coverage for antenatal and postnatal care was greatly 
decreased during the Pandemic as well as coverage for 
child health. There was a significant impact on maternal 
and child health as a result of decreased funding and 
lack of accessibility to proper healthcare through the 
course of the Pandemic� 

Regarding the mental health impact of the pandemic, Dr 
Adeela Rehman, a social sector academician, discussed 
the psycho-social well-being of COVID-affected families 
and the coping strategies they employed� Her research 
was based upon the daily life experiences of families 
that were affected by the virus, and its impact of this on 
familial relationships� The research was of a qualitative 
nature, with in-depth interviews with six individuals 
from three COVID-affected families, selected through 
snowball sampling� The data collected was then analysed 
through thematic analysis� The results highlighted 
social stress, fear of losing close family members, and 
social disruption of daily life among both the affected 
and caregivers. Individuals who were affected by the 
virus or experienced deaths in their families showed a 
greater impact on their psycho-social well-being� 

However, the main self-coping styles included 
psychological and life adjustment, altruistic acts, family 
support, and rational cognition� Dr Rehman highlighted 
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the importance of social support for one’s psychosocial 
well-being during crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic� 
Moreover, her presentation was a welcome addition to 
the discussion of primary healthcare preparedness in 
Pakistan, as it focused on the often-overlooked aspect 
of psychological health� 

Finally, Dr Mumtaz Ali Khan, a senior scientist at 
the National Institute of Health, Islamabad, shared 

important statistics regarding the healthcare response 
to the pandemic� He stated that the development 
of quarantine and isolation facilities as well as a 
coordinated response mechanism were the main 
challenges faced by those in charge� To create 
awareness among those on the frontlines against the 
Pandemic, the NIH conducted 19 management training 
workshops across the country� While the virology 
department at NIH was the only testing facility at the 
start of the pandemic, testing capacity was increased 
to over 60,000 tests per day by June 2020� In order to 
coordinate the response towards the Pandemic, the 

National Coordination Committee (NCC) established 
the National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) 
in March, 2020� In addition to developing the standard 
operating procedures during the pandemic, it also 
coordinated the response mechanisms� Dr Khan also 
shared data regarding COVID and vaccine statistics, 
showing that 52,303,524 people had been fully 
vaccinated as of 6 December 2021, while 81,806,077 had 
received the first dose of the vaccine. However, Pakistan 

was still behind the rest of the world in terms 
of people who have been fully vaccinated, with 
23�7% of the population being fully vaccinated 
as compared to 42�7% worldwide� Dr Khan 
then went on to emphasise the importance of 
receiving the COVID vaccine by sharing data from 
the UK, which showed that significantly more 
unvaccinated people had died from COVID than 
fully vaccinated people� He also said that while 
Pakistan may be behind on vaccination rates at 
the current moment, he remained hopeful that 
the situation would change� 

The session was concluded with comments from the 
chair, Dr Michael Lukwiya from WHO, who stated 
that despite having multiple primary, secondary, and 
tertiary care facilities throughout Pakistan, there was an 
unequal distribution of resources, the impact of which 
could be seen on the health of its citizens� At the same 
time, Dr Lukwiya also lauded Pakistan’s COVID response 
efforts, especially regarding its coordination and risk 
communication efforts, and suggested that the country 
should try to work on the areas for improvement in the 
future�

Session A-4: 
In Memoriam: Remembering the Subcontinent’s Authors & Activists We Lost during 
COVID-19
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3m1j1D9

Moderator: Dr Humera Ishfaq, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Ms Kishwar Naheed, Poet, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Introductory Remarks:  Mr Ahmed Salim, Senior Adviser, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
• Dr Abid Q� Suleri, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Humera Ishfaq, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan  
• Dr Navsharan Singh, Feminist Researcher, New Delhi, India
       Title: Its apathy which killed them - Remembering our kisans 
• Mr Raza Naeem, President, PWA, Lahore, Pakistan
       Title: In Memoriam: Masood Ashar (1931-2021) & Abdul Rauf Malik (1926-2021)
• Dr Sadia Kamal, Senior Vice President, National Press Club, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Prof. Shafique Anjum, Associate Professor, NUML, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Mr Ahmed Salim, Dr Humera Ishfaq and Mr Ali Aamer, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Irsa Saeed, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi

The moderator, Dr Humera Ishfaq commenced the 
session by introducing the chair and the prestigious 
panellists� She talked about how the work of the 
authors and activists had contributed in the betterment 
of subcontinent�

Panel organizer, Mr Ahmed Salim, then gave the 
introductory remarks� He remembered Mr I�A� Rehman 
how he never refused to come when he called him and 

how this was the first time that he did not come [to 
participate in the SDC sessions]� He had the personality 
of a leader but unfortunately, he left us too soon in 
this difficult time. Mr Ahmed Salim also mentioned the 
incident of Sialkot where a person was executed alive 
and how it had been difficult to go through all this alone 
without Mr I�A� Rehman�

Dr Abid Suleri recalled Subcontinent’s authors and 
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activists, their work, and contributions� He stressed 
that it was now our responsibility to continue our work 
with more dedication and contribute in order to sustain 
the society and should start thinking about humanity 
above all� He also talked about Mr Ahmed Salim who 
had written more than 150 books and had a down to 
earth personality� 

The moderator, Dr Humera Ishfaq, then played the 
documentary that was made especially made by SDTV 
to pay tribute to Mr Ahmed Salim, which was based on 
his life and his work� 

Dr Sadia Kamal talked about Ms Kamla Bhasin and said 
she was the voice of women empowerment� Ms Bhasin, 
she said, was an ocean of love� She was a voice of the 
weak in society – especially for women� She spent her 
life empowering women� She was not only a peaceful 
woman but also a messenger of love� She further talked 
how Ms Kamla Bhasin was the head of South Asian 
Feminist Network and in this network not only women 
of South Asia but women from all over the world were 
welcomed� Their logo was “Not Love of Power, But 
Power of Work”. She herself faced a lot of difficulties 
in life - one of them was losing her daughter - yet she 
never lost hope and continued to help and inspire 
women� She always raised her voice against wrong and 
worked for the betterment never giving up�  
Dr Sadia Kamal also talked about Mr Ashfaq Saleem 
Mirza, a prominent name in the field of philosophy 
and how he was an example of bravery� He was very 
concerned about the country’s situation and would 
promote love for humanity, she stressed�

Mr Raza Naeem talked about the works of Mr Rauf 
Malik� He used to say that “spend your best life and 
continue with the art through your pen’’� He mentioned 
that Mr Rauf Malik was known for many reasons, one 
was as a progressive publisher, and also as a reputed 
poet and writer� Mr Naeem also talked about Mr 
Masood Ashraf, his published books and contributions�
Dr Shafeeq Anjum, Associate Professor at NUML, short 

story writer and translator and a student of Dr Rasheed 
Amjad talked about his teacher� He recalled Dr Amjad’s 
work of fiction that he wrote about societies. 

Dr Navsharan Singh talked about farmers’ movement 
in India� She discussed the struggles of farmers and 
how the Indian government tried to demolish farmers’ 
rights, but they fought with courage and achieved the 
victory as well� 

The Indian government tried to force the liberal agenda 
on farmers and on their rights, but farmers refused to 
bow down and protested against the government and 
their agenda for their families and for the betterment of 
farmers� After all the protests and struggle of farmers, 
the government listened to them and agreed to their 
terms�

Chair of the session, Ms Kishwar Naheed, congratulated 
SDPI for this conference focussing on ‘Leaving No 
One Behind’� She recalled many reputed and loved 
personalities who unfortunately had left us� She further 
talked about how our Subcontinent’s authors and 
activists whom we lost during COVID-19 pandemic 
contributed for the betterment of the society and how 
their priority above all was always to work for humanity� 
She concluded by stating the situation of societies 
during COVID-19 Pandemic and how it had affected 
us� As she recited a short poem in Urdu [as translated 
here]:

Corona is going,
Corona is spreading,
Humanity is dying,
Year is finished and

Corona is continuing.

In the end, Dr Humera Ishfaq thanked everyone for 
being part of SDPI’s Conference and also mentioned 
some honourable personalities who passed away 
during the past two years�
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Session A-5: 
Local Governments and Challenges of Social Inclusiveness
In collaboration with GIZ LoGo
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3DQYJCt

Moderator: Ms Gulalai Khan, Inclusion and Social Impact Expert, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Senator Aon Abbas Bappi, Special Minister to Prime Minister on E-Commerce, GoP
Opening Remarks: Dr Sajid Amin, SDPI and Mr Ulrich Hueser, GIZ Cluster Coordinator, Good Governance, the 
Netherlands�
Speakers:
• Mr Ahmed Iqbal, Chairman (Mayor), District Council Narowal, Pakistan
• Dr Ghazal Mir Zulfiqar, AP, SDSB, LUMS, Lahore, Pakistan
• Ms Uzma Qureshi, SDS, The World Bank, Pakistan Office
Panel Organisers: Ms Gulalai Khan, Ms Bianca Schnober, GIZ LoGo, Dr Fatemeh Chirani & Ms Amna Zaidi, SDPI, 
Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Nudrat Fatima, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ms Gulalai Khan welcomed the guests and dignitaries 
of the 24th SDC� She started the online panel by saying 
that social inclusion at the local level must operate 
at multiple levels, while it was seen as inclusion of 
gender and marginalized at the local level budget and 
expenditure� However, it was a much broader theme� 
After setting the tone of the session, she handed over 
the proceedings to the Chair of the session, Senator 
Aon Abbas Bappi�

Mr Aon Abbas Bappi stated that Pakistan had three 
tiers, national assembly, provincial assembly, and 
the local government� Historically the main concept 
of the local government was to have the inclusion of 
the lowest tiers of the Pakistani society, but the third 
tier had not transformed and developed in a way it 
was supposed to� History had witnessed a strong local 
government system in the first decade of the 21st 
century� The local governments were held accountable 
for their performance� This monitoring had urged the 
local governors to work� Unfortunately, Pakistan could 
not sustain that system, and everything changed with 
the change in the federal government� He further added 
that social inclusion was not being followed through the 

law or the land� There were invisible barriers created 
by the society for the unprivileged ones, not only for 
the marginalised gender section of the society but also 
for the physically and mentally challenged, against 
the race, ethnicity, even occupation, and the location 
exclusion in Pakistan� 

Once local government system in Pakistan was deeply 
observed, it could be analysed that the system only 
catered the richest and best of all� He also presented 
the examples of Khanewal and DG Khan, where only 
one woman won the elections out of 251 seats�

While giving the opening remarks, Dr Sajid Amin 
presented the idea that the equitable participation 
and economic and social opportunity was the only 
sustainable development that a country could have� It 
was all about the political participation in the inclusive 
environment� Unfortunately, in Pakistan, region’s 
ethnicity defined and shaped the participation in 
economic, political, and social opportunities� As per 
research, the society defined the fate in terms of 
education and income, or the job was defined right 
after one’s birth� So, there was a high chance that the 
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one born in poor family would stay poor during his 
lifetime� There was non-equitable resource distribution 
based on ethnicity, sect, religion, and gender� He added 
that the local government provided a building block for 
agenda 2030 and SDGs achievement� This translated 
to the situation in which all the marginalized and 
vulnerable groups of the society had an opportunity to 
participate� 

Mr Ulrich Hueser highlighted the importance of the 
citizen-state contact at the local level� He stated that in 
Pakistan the local governments remained marginalized, 
and they were deprived of the resources that were 
needed to sustain or run the local community� 
Furthermore, the government-citizen relationship was 
also not established which led to many problems like 
ineffective policies or efficient policies targeting the right 

audience� After the 18th amendment, the centralized 
power distributed, and local tier began to form as 
a separate governing body� The local governments 
were formed but they were not capable of addressing 
problems like health, education, and employment due 
to the uneven power distribution� Reforms were needed 
to create institutions that could provide opportunities 
for the most vulnerable of population� There was also 
a need for national consensus on this paradigm shift to 
responsive local governments�

Mr Ahmed Iqbal tapped upon the assessment of 
effectiveness of the local governments. It was critical to 
understand the extent of multidimensional poverty and 
gender disaggregated development which meant to 
measure SDGs progress there were no indicators set at 
local level in the country� There was also no framework 
for assessing the quality of services provided to citizens� 
In addition, the legislative frameworks that were 
available at the provincial level for local governance had 
specified quota for women, for example in Punjab, the 
Local Government Act 2019 mentioned 16% reserved 
seats for women� So, the participation of female local 
councillors was highly limited� In addition to this, there 
was no or scarce data available on the participation 
and performance of these local councillors� In 2019, 

it was found out in a qualitative study that most of 
the elected women councillors in the study area were 
unaware of their responsibilities and many of their 
families performed their public duties� Many of these 
women district councillors were aged between 50 and 
60 years, they were illiterate, and it was considered a 
dishonour for women to get engaged in politics at a 
young age� The survey also mentioned that women 
councillors were not consulted in political discussions 
and decision making in their local councils because in 
a district assembly hall, there were all men, and men 
of their houses talked to those on behalf of the elected 
women local leaders�

Ms Uzma Qureshi mentioned that the lack of 
education and previous political experience made 
women councillors ineffective. She also talked about 

the quota for people 
with disabilities and 
minorities� The policy 
and advocacy process 
needed to be inclusive 
so that the rights and 
needs of each segment 
in the society was 
equally respected� The 
patriarchal attitude 
and cultural barriers 
oppressed the women, 
and no standardized 
policy solution could 
help women out of 
it� Thus, there was a 
need to make sector 
specific policies that 
were inclusive and 
integrated�

Dr Ghazal Mir Zulfiqar stated that it was important to 
understand the role of women in informal economy 
and provide her the needed opportunities� The policy 
drafts for women home-based workers at the national 
and provincial levels in Punjab and Sindh had already 
been made but there was no action seen on the 
ground� The registration of home-based workers began 
in October� This was to empower the most deprived 
women� Around two to three years ago, women had 
to wait for someone to come to them and help them 
but now it would be helping them by providing more 
opportunities and social security� She also mentioned 
that 88 women were fighting in Punjab and Sindh, and 
35 had won seats� The 35 women home-based workers 
had won seats for the first time in the history since 
the inception of Pakistan� So, this was the impact seen 
at the local level� While reporting one of her research 
projects in Lahore and Kasur, she stated the results of 
women exclusion were unexpected in Lahore which 
was an urban space and had more inclusion than 
any suburb or the rural area�  She referred women 
as political cleaners� She also quoted ethnographic 
account of women police officers across the Pakistan 
and said that even these empowered women were not 
allowed to take solo decisions on corruption and other 
social crimes� 
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Session A-6: 
Progress and Reforms in Social Protection in Pakistan: Post-18th Amendment
(Towards Building an Effective Social Protection System)
In collaboration with GIZ Pakistan
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3m5CaUz

Moderator: Dr Fareeha Armughan, Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Ms Beenish Fatimah Sahi, CEO, PSPA, Lahore, Pakistan
Technical Presentation: Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social Protection, GIZ Pakistan
Speakers: 
• Mr Haris Gazdar, Director & Senior Researcher, CSSR, Karachi, Pakistan
• Dr Muhammad Waqas, Research Officer, SPRU, KP, Pakistan
• Mr Shahid Farooq, Sub-national Programme Advisor, KP, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Dr Sajid Amin & Mr Muhammad Umar Ayaz, SDPI & Syed Muhammad Mustafa, GIZ GmbH, 
Pakistan
Report by: Mr Muhammad Umar Ayaz, SDPI, Islamabad, and Umair Khan Niazi, NDU, Islamabad  

This session focused on the problems related to 
governance in the country and proposed solutions for 
effective management. The moderator, Dr Fareeha 
Armughan, Research Fellow, SDPI, inaugurated the 
session by introducing the Chair and distinguished 
panellists� She outlined that the session aimed to 
deliberate on the issue of social protection situation 
within Pakistan after the 18th Amendment and propose 
possible solutions to the challenges being faced� She 
elaborated on the lack of attention towards the matter 
by official bodies. She also continued to ask questions 
throughout the duration of the panel in order to target 
most if not all aspects that related directly to the issue�

Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social 
Protection, GIZ Pakistan, gave Technical Presentation at 
the session� He set the tone for the rest of the panellists 
by deliberating on the importance of devolution� He 
highlighted that it was the responsibility of the State 
to administer the eligible criteria and the selection of 
targeting instruments for any program� The state was 
also responsible to design the benefit packages and the 
mode of delivery� He elaborated on the matter of climate 
change, which caused damage at the local level due to 
migrating animals� Syed Mustafa continued that in a 
more advanced social protection system the “one-size-

fits-all” mechanism would not meet the requirements 
needed in today’s day and age� He concluded by urging 
the panellists to deliberate and pose suggestions on 
building a system that ensured social protection in this 
modern day and age�

Ms Beenish Fatimah Sahi, CEO, PSPA, Lahore, 
Pakistan, while chairing the session said that Punjab, as 
a province, had been focusing on this matter as it was 
evident that how they had capitalized and delegated 
Punjab Social Protection Agency since 2015� She 
explained that there was a focus on social protection 
and accumulating human capital and that they had 
accumulated PKR 197 billion for social development� 
She commented that if one included pensions the 
number would go as high as PKR 472 billion� Ms Sahi 
said that the Punjab Social Protection Authority had 
been reaching out to a large number of beneficiaries 
through its numerous social protection projects since 
2015� The Ehsaas Programme had served as a universal 
cash system for households and people in need� While 
talking about the recent initiatives, she said that Punjab 
had also drafted its Social Protection Policy and the 
Transgender Policy, which were in the final process of 
approval� She highlighted the challenges being faced 
like lack of coordination and cooperation from different 
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stakeholders and insufficient human resource, along 
with the lack of data sets, which ultimately inhibited the 
implementation of these initiatives�

Ms Sahi also talked about evaluation of the Federal 
Government Vertical Assistance Program� She added 
that the one strength that PSPA had was its strategic 
location in Punjab’s Planning and Development Board 
that allowed rolling out of initiatives and engagements 
with other departments without making them feel 
infringed on its authority� She commented that it was 
not possible to design the mechanism for new programs 
until stakeholders sit together, to work for same goal 
and understanding one’s place as components of 
dynamic socio-economic registry� 

Ms Sahi added that although Punjab bore the role of 
financial service provider who had an implementation 
partner on board as well, yet there was still a need to 
sit together to design broader parameters and design 
programs accordingly� She stated that PSPA was in the 
position to take this responsibility which should be 
assigned to the provincial government from the federal 
government� She concluded by commenting on Ehsaas 
Rashan Imdad program that they were in the process 
of developing a subsidy project on wheat, which was 
very well-developed model but was currently facing the 
hurdle of unavailability of data�

Mr Shahid Farooq, Sub-national Programme Advisor, 

KP, began by saying that it was difficult to develop a 
citizen-centred government� He elaborated that the 
provinces changed their rules and formed social welfare 
initiatives, which resulted in stigmas among other 
entities of the government that this was exclusively 
the job of social welfare initiatives� Mr Farooq said that 
many government departments and agencies ignored 
the social welfare side of things because they did not 
consider it to be a part of their job� He explained that 
the KP Government tried to develop and consolidate 
a social protection welfare unit within the province, a 
feat he thought that they were the only ones to have 
accomplished� He explained there already existed a 

need for basic institutes within the province and that 
there was much room and area for development� 
While responding to a question, Mr Farooq said that 
the provinces were seeking assistance from the Federal 
Government to approach the poor people� During 
COVID-19 Pandemic, Punjab Government transferred 
funds to the Federal Government for disbursement, 
same as the KP Government� But it seemed that without 
the good will and without the support of the Federal 
Government, the provinces would have to develop their 
own data, their own socioeconomic registry and their 
own program registry for use in case of emergency� He 
added that with the advancement of technology there 
were different economical, efficient, and swift models 
available, which could be adopted by the provincial 
and federal government to be used by any of the 
province� He concluded by saying that there was a need 
to develop a social protection system at the provincial 
level to ensure participation of and cooperation with 
civil society and different private sector actors, along 
with this there was also a need to have data for socio-
economic registry and which could be localized and set 
at ground reality in different provinces.

Mr Haris Gazdar, Director & Senior Researcher at 
CSSR, Karachi, while addressing the question what 
happened after the 18th Amendment, said that it did 
not prescribe what could happen to social protection 
either way� It was understood that whatever that was 
not in the federal list belonged to the provinces� But 

four areas of legislation appeared in 
the aftermath of the 18th Amendment 
which were not in the federal legislative 
list� Mr Gazdar said further said that 
if one looked at bigger reform where 
social assistance moved towards the 
provinces, then it should be linked with 
the bigger reforms in the tax system� 
He continued that currently the bulk 
of social assistance belonged to the 
Federal Government whereas, the bulk 
of social insurance belonged to the 
provincial government� Furthermore, 
the provincial government would have 
amended to choose specific priorities, 
which were in line with their own 
political priorities and in line with their 
own specific provincial condition. 

Mr Gazdar said that there was a 
need to establish room for economic 

registry� Some of the principles that were adopted for 
the establishment of the socio-economic registry were 
slightly different from the principles which were being 
used by the BISP program� While talking about the 
union councils, he said that much of the union councils 
had one or two people who were poorly trained or were 
under capacity� He added that the average union council 
in Sindh had an average of 25,000-30,000 people and an 
average the urban union committee in Sindh had about 
75,000-100,000 people� He said that these numbers 
were massive, and the capacity was at minimal� Mr 
Gazdar maintained that certain principles needed to be 
set up in order to decide what will be the federal and/
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or provincial areas of work but all of this needed to be 
settled via dialogue as the political opportunity would 
present itself� He added that the political environment 
was not opportune for this level of dialogue� 

Mr Muhammad Waqas, Social Protection Reforms Unit, 
KP, started his discussion by saying that after the 18th 
Amendment, any social protection initiative assigned 
to provinces would go under the Social Welfare 
Department� He said that normally the Social Welfare 
Department would handle regular schemes but there 
was a need for separate unit that could manage all these 
things, with that social protection unit was established 
under P&D Department� Mr Waqas continued that 
after the establishment of the Social Protection Unit, 
a social protection policy was drafted in 2014� This 
drafted policy was tested through single window 
service� It cleared all the challenges one faced during 
the one window operation� He added that the Social 
Protection Program was assisting different programs 
including Guzara allowance program, cash assistance 
program, vocational program, and girl stipend program 
for education in KP� Mr Waqas further elaborated on 
the responsibility of Social Protection Reform Unit, 
which was to figure out the problems in the current 
system and proposed reforms accordingly� He said 
that initially, a three-year plan was designed in which 
the key interventions were the development of social 

protection policy, delivery of social protection strategy 
and to support and assist the social protection entities 
in the KP province� Similarly, improved coordination 
mechanisms for social protection forums, need base 
capacity building of stakeholders and establishment of 
formal linkages were also the part of this plan� He said 
that after testing the social protection policy of 2014 
through one window operation and experiencing the 
COVID-19 emergency condition, there was a need to 
make reforms in this policy� He said that Punjab was 
the role model as many of the concepts learnt by the 
KP and were borrowed from Punjab as it had PSPA to 
manage all these issues, whereas KP lacked any such 
platform�

While discussing the challenges, Mr Waqas further 
said that the concept of social welfare was mentioned 
in the legal framework of 1995, but the concept of 
social protection was missing, which needed to be 
incorporated in the framework, along with the issue of 
industrial capacity� He said that they had fragmented 
data, but the targeted mechanism was still missing� 
He also mentioned the challenges of efficiency, 
transparency mechanism, lack of communication 
strategies� He mentioned there was a need to move 
towards system-based approach and towards an 
integrated social protection MIS as provided to online 
system to Zakat and Usher Department� 

Session A-7: 
Building Local Resilient Food Systems to End Hunger – Leaving No One Behind
In collaboration with WFP & in knowledge partnership with SAWTEE
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3ITgFQi

Moderator: Mr Kashif Salik, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Syed Fakhar Imam, Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research, GoP 
Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
• Ms Dikshya Singh, PC, SAWTEE, Nepal
       Title: Fighting the Pandemic: Food System Resilience in Nepal
• Dr Manoj Thibbotuwawa, RF, IPS, Colombo, Sri Lanka
       Title: Building Resilient Agricultural Value Chains during COVID-19
• Prof� Dr Sayema Haque Bidisha, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh
       Title: Assessing Food Poverty, Vulnerability and Food Consumption Inequality in the context of COVID-19: A              
    Case of Bangladesh
• Dr Heather Ohly, Researcher, UK, Mr Iftikhar Abbas, Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping Officer WFP & Dr 

Sophie Goudet, Senior Researcher & Technical Advisor, Fiji
       Title: Case Study on Urban Food Systems in Peshawar: COVID-19, Food Security and Resilience
• Mr Joseph George, Trade Analyst, UNESCAP, New Delhi, India
       Title: Regional Cooperation for Food Security in South Asia
Panel Organisers: Mr Kashif Salik & Ms Khansa Naeem, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Oshin Khan, SDPI, Islamabad

Dr Dikshiya Singh said that she assessed the impact of 
COVID-19 on rice and vegetable value chains in Nepal�  
Following the pandemic, people bought lesser rice, the 
price of vegetables rose, and its sales dropped to 60%�  
She recommended making logistics robust and using 
the regional mechanism to access inputs� Food-related 
social programs must be implemented for vulnerable 
populations during the pandemic. Efficient public and 
private procurement systems needed to be installed to 
ensure timely food delivery�

She said that addressing the food processing industry’s 
challenges to create market linkages was the need of 
the hour in Nepal. The agricultural financing service had 
to be reviewed because it would provide an easy credit 
key to support farmers� The capacity of e-commerce 
must be increased, and agri-extension services and 
information dissemination should be considered�

“In the country, the state has recognized the digital 
connectivity between farmers and market; we hope 
this momentum will bring e-agriculture in practice,” she 
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added�

Dr Manoj Thibbotuwawa said that the missing links 
in the agricultural value chains in Sri Lanka could be 
seen in the producers that were poorly connected to 
the market, and so the intermediaries gained arbitrage 
opportunities and the rural producers received lower 
prices. Furthermore, inefficient resource management, 
inadequate use of modern irrigation, and good quality 
seeds were also the setbacks�

He identified ABCD for policy suggestions. A was 
for the agency; inputs must be distributed properly, 
welcoming technologies that used lesser chemical 
content which was a prerequisite; and promoting agri-
extension services/ information dissemination� B was 
for buffering; it discussed strengthening the storage 
capacity and maintaining a buffer stock of essential 
food items� C showed connectivity; e-commerce needed 
to be promoted at both ends of the supply chain, and 
food systems needed to be continuously monitored� D 
showed diversity; it included the horizontal and vertical 
diversification to the enterprises and food processing / 
value addition respectively�

“Several initiatives are being carried out by the 
country, increasing connectivity in the private sector; 
goods are being delivered online� Farmers have been 
using e-commerce platforms and hence promoting 
e-agriculture, they are expected to improve in the 
future as well,” he added�

Prof. Dr Sayema Haque Bidisha said that the studies 
she carried out for Bangladesh would support in 
identifying and targeting different categories of food 
vulnerable households for the government’s social 
safety net programs and COVID-19 incentive packages� 
She added that based on the differences of household 
and community level characteristics, poverty reduction 

strategies could be effectively designed to incorporate 
the “new poor” in particular. In addition to the effective 
digitalization of safety net programs, self-claim system, 
local and sector-based listing could be useful for 
identifying the food vulnerable households in times of 
COVID-19� Further, she added that basic public insurance 
schemes within NSSS and their quick implementation 
could be instrumental in combating COVID-19 induced 
poverty� This research conducted could serve as a 
guideline for understanding the financial requirement 
of cash or in-kind transfer programs� She said that 
in the last two fiscal years, Bangladesh came up with 
greater than before social safety net programs�

Dr Heather Ohly said that she had conducted a 
case study for Peshawar� She recommended the city 
adopt shock-responsive social protection and safety 
net programs, promote urban agricultural agendas, 
support dynamic urban supply food chains, and provide 
grantsandtechnical assistance to the SMEs�

Mr Iftikhar Abbas said that we needed to have proper 
land use in Peshawar, if we wanted to provide affordable 
value chains to urban communities, it should be closer 
to that. Specific areas must be specified for agricultural 
use only�

Mr Joseph George researched the regional cooperation 
for food security in South Asia; the overall progress 
of South Asia in the SDGs was less than expected as 
of 2020� The dashboard showed that it needed an 
accelerated rate of growth in this area� Hunger was 
one of the regional dimensions of food security and 
it accounted for 41% of the world’s food-deprived 
population� COVID-19 had pushed another 30 million 
into food deprivation�

He said that the political economy of decision-making 
in South Asia showed some key lessons� Right now, 
SAFTA was not working with us the way it should 
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have; but there was still a huge scope for trade� There 
were instruments besides SAFTA that could serve our 
purpose, e�g�, we could see bilateral trade relations 
among many countries - like Pakistan had with Sri Lanka� 
We needed to get back on track in trade with SAFTA; the 
underlying point was that the trade potential was there 
which would target food security, he stated�
 
Dr Sophie Goudet further added that the key 
recommendation would be to connect consumers with 
producers at the local government level and shorten 
the supply chain to make it more resilient� She said 
she selected different indicators for their typology e.g., 
change in household income� We had the WFP report 
and case studies that were going to get published in 
terms of the intervention that we had selected, shared 
Dr Goudet� 

Speaking at the session, 
Minister Syed Fakhar Imam 
shared, “South Asia has 
lagged in achieving the 2030 
SDG targets, 682 million 
people are in hunger and 
14% are malnourished� In 
Pakistan, from 2018 to 2019, 
37% of the households are 
food insecure”� 

He shared that following 
COVID-19, an additional 
population had been affected 
by food shortage according 
to the WFP and WHO� The 
Government of Pakistan 
had created a digital food 

security dashboard at the district level for essential 
commodities; the Ehsaas Program had transferred PKR 
167 billion cash to 12 million households; and wheat 
procurement increased from 4�2 million tons to 6�6 
million tons following the previous year�

The Ministry of Food Security and Research had provided 
1�5 billion subsidies for agriculture and fertilizers� The 
way forward was to build resilience against future crises, 
pointed out the Minster and further added that we 
needed to invest in stronger disaster preparedness and 
response systems to face any pandemic and disaster� 
Digital innovation such as digital advisory and digital 
connectivity systems in agriculture were prerequisites 
to creating a resilient food system and tackling hunger, 
he emphasized�

Session A-8: 
Addressing Gender-based Violence (GBV) in South Asia during Pandemic: Evidence to 
advise Policy, Prevention & Response
Video Link: https://bit�ly/33lEVua

Moderator: Ms Zahra Khalid, Advocacy & Communication Expert, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Ms Kashmala Tariq, Chairperson, Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians, Federal Ombudsperson for 
Protection against Harassment of Women, GoP
Special Remarks: Ms Nilofar Bakhtiar, Chairperson, NCSW, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
• Ms Saima Ali, ISS, the Netherlands & Ms Meezan Zahra Khwaja, Pakistan
• Ms Tahira Abdullah, Activist, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Ms Saman Ahsan, Portfolio Manager, UN Women Pakistan
• Ms Shamim Chowdhury, Journalist & Broadcaster, UK
• Dr Anita Ghimire, Resident Director, NISER, Nepal
Panel Organisers: Ms Meezan Zahra Khwaja, Pakistan, Ms Zahra Khalid & Mr Salman Danish, SDPI, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Report by: Ms Zainab Taj, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan
As moderator of the session, Ms Zahra Khalid welcomed 
all the participants and audience to the session and 
briefly introduced the topic. Following this she invited 
the speakers to share their thoughts�

Ms Nilofar Bakhtiar, Chairperson, National Commission 
on the Status of Women in Pakistan, commented that 
violence against women was on the rise due to a variety 
of underlying factors. The escalation effect of COVID-19 

was something that could not be denied� She shared 
the findings of a report which explained the impact 
of COVID-19 on families during lockdowns� The study 
revealed how men at home released their anger and 
frustration on the women including wives and sisters� 
The report was to be launched on 8 December 2021 
during the 16 days activism which was to be inaugurated 
by the Minister for Human Rights� 
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After the 18th Amendment, she continued, our role 
was very important as we were the working machinery 
at the national level� She further said that after taking 
charge, our team made a quick round of the entire 
country including Gilgit Baltistan and Azad Kashmir to 
form a comprehensive plan as to how this Commission 
should move in the next three years� The strategic plan 
would be launched by the end of December 2021� The 
plan was to reach out to women who were affected by 
violence and who were totally unaware of their rights�
Ms Saima Ali said that gender-based violence was a 
global crisis� One in three women had reported to have 
experienced gender-based violence during their life� 
Similarly, WHO published a report in March 2021 where 
comparative data showed that every other woman had 
experienced violence between the ages of 16 and 22 
years� The report also showed that 60% of the violence 
was perpetrated by intimate partners while 40% was 
recorded as non-intimate and included distant family 
member, colleagues, and religious figures. In many 
cases gender-based violence went unnoticed and 
unreported due to the stigma of society and the fear 
of justice system. GBV does not only affect the victim 
but multiple generations� GBV had aptly been termed 
as a shadow Pandemic� She further highlighted gender-
based violence in the region by giving example of Noor 
Muqadam case and said we all had come across cases 
of gender-based violence and failed to change the toxic 
and harmful narrative which caused them� Moreover, 
government, civil society and media had collectively 
worked together towards fighting against COVID-19 
- so we had to fight against this shadow Pandemic of 
gender-based violence� She also mentioned the recent 
protest by Khawajasira community in Karachi outside 
the press club as GBV was inclusive of all genders� She 
concluded that ours was a patriarchal society driven 
by men and there was a dire need for men to come 
forward and start talking about important issues like 
gender-based violence and gender equality� 

Ms Kashmala Tariq, Chairperson, Commonwealth 
Women Parliamentarians, Federal Ombudsperson for 
Protection against Harassment of Women, shared her 
perspective on gender-based violence and said that 
women had been marginalized all along� She gave 
example of harassment at the workplace – how even 
as a parliamentarian she has had to face violence and 
harassment� She said although we have had a female 
Prime Minister, women sitting in the parliament, and 
female leaders in private companies and other important 
places, we have not seen women doing anything for 
women� No women came forefront to help the other 
women� She also said this was something serious that 
we all needed to think and discuss about when it came 
to the practical arena how many women stood up for 
each other� On welfare organizations, she opined that 
they should not only give sewing machines to women 
for their livelihood but rather empower women to 
legislate, to set example and to be the voice of other 
women� She furthered discussed Hadood Ordinance 
and Karokari laws� She mentioned the National 
Commission of Human Rights bills were tabled in the 
Parliament but commented that nobody came across 
the board to support those legislations though these 
bills were women friendly� All the women across the 
party lines would benefit out of it in a positive manner. 
She further said we should change the state of mind of 
people, and we should teach our women not to accept 
violence� She emphasized that they needed to learn to 
say no and they needed to deal with the challenges� 
The bigger challenge was to create awareness that after 
facing violence, harassment, and cyber bullying where 
to go for justice� We had organizations working on this, 
ombudspersons were in the provinces and in federal 
capital also and police was working on it� Section four 
and five were also working so the victim could get 
justice which would be expedited� However, these 
bodies should work together and implement it� She 
concluded that we should take it as a challenge to teach 
our women to speak up and make them confident.
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Ms Tahira Abdullah talked about gender-based 
violence during COVID-19 Pandemic in South Asia� 
She said that she had written in September that there 
were two epidemics happening in Pakistan: COVID-19 
epidemic which was a global Pandemic and rape 
epidemic in Pakistan but unfortunately, she had no 
concrete data otherwise she would send to the United 
Nations� Pakistani research unfortunately was not in 
public sector but some research with collaboration of 
the government of Pakistan and United Nations had 
been published and many non-government institutions 
also published the data and research on women 

during pandemic� She referred to Sahil for gender-
based violence against children as well as Rozan in this 
Pandemic that how to address and decrease violence 
against women, children, transgender, women, and 
children living with disabilities� She further commented 
that working from home had increased violence, 
including physical violence, mental violence, physical 
violence, and domestic violence despite the fact that 
67% (30million) population was living in rural areas� 
She gave some recommendations: 1) There should be 
community policing to prevent incidences� 2) How to 
respond to calls to help women, children, transgender, 
persons with disabilities and any others who were 
facing increased violence in this Pandemic� 3) We 
needed to bridge the gap in information technology 
because men had access to modern technology and 
could buy smart phones, and laptops but women could 
not� She pointed out that feminine poverty was huge in 
Pakistan� According to the government data on poverty, 
3 out of 4 were women� Jobs needed to be created for 
67% people who were in poverty - especially women� 
Measures needed to be taken to eradicate child sexual 
based abuses and for information textbooks needed 
amendments to promote love, peace, respect and to 
avoid minority violence� 

Ms Saman Ahsan, Portfolio Manager, UN Women, 
shared that GBV was a huge issue not only in Pakistan 
but all over the world and very few women who had 
been able to avoid this violence� According to her in this 
Pandemic situation domestic violence had increased 
dramatically and in Pakistan since 2011, 80,000 cases 
had been reported of domestic violence and greater 

numbers had been reported in 2020� She referred to 
another report by SSD organization that in the first six 
months of 2020, 3,148 cases of violence were reported� 
In the second half, after implement of lockdown, 
more than 60,000 cases had been reported� Domestic 
violence statistic presented that in the first six months, 
there were 573 cases, and in the second half, there were 
849� She further added that other types of violence also 
increased because people were in houses and men 
were in a power and were more frustrated� Women had 
less family support and access to modern technology� 
She highlighted another major type of violence which 

was ‘cyber harassment’ or ‘cyber-bullying’� During the 
Pandemic, people had less work to do, schools were 
also closed in lockdown situation� Cyber harassment 
also increased a lot� She stressed that gender-based 
violence needed to be stopped� Governments and 
organizations in lockdown should start focusing on 
emergency relief� They did not realize that shelters and 
helplines to control violence were also important� She 
emphasized that gender-based equality should be the 
main priority of the government and should support 
Dar-ul-Aman and other institutions to help women� 
Moreover, innovative steps should be taken so that 
women can easily approach them during a lockdown 
situation� She suggested that there should be national 
human rights helpline and a panic button that in an 
emergency situation, women could speak on or could 
just press the panic button� Health centres should 
treat women better in violence and more important 
economic facilities should increase for women so 
that they can enjoy economic autonomy in society to 
reduce violence� Information and awareness should 
be increased and more importantly coordination in all 
organizations should be increased in this Pandemic 
situation, she stressed�

Ms Shamim Chowdhury, a freelance foreign 
correspondent, said that gender-based violence was not 
a gender issue about men, women, or children – it was 
a humanitarian issue, and it was about human rights� 
She said gender violence had spiked in this Pandemic 
and after some time, this Pandemic situation would be 
sorted out, but gender violence will remain the same� In 
South Asia, a large population was living in a challenging 
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situation� She mentioned Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
statement: ‘We have to face two Pandemics - one in 
developed countries and other in developing countries� 
In rich countries, concern was to save from the violence 
and take necessary steps to overcome it� In developing 
countries it’s completely different - here it is question of 
survival’. She said Pandemic was different for different 
people, different situations and for different peoples. 
She mentioned that in India, Nerendra Modi announced 
just four hours before lockdown� It was necessary that 
implications of lockdown should be studied properly to 
avoid different issues. She said that economic factor had 
a major impact on gender-based violence� She added 
that men and boys were also victims of violence, and 
this was majorly due to lack of political body interest�

Dr Anita Ghimire, Resident Director, NISER, Nepal, 
shared that in Nepal all parliamentarian women from 
different parties had made an “Inter Party” to work 

together on human rights and women� However, due 
to structural issues, the group broke� While there were 
women in the parliament, they did not have a voice 
in their own party which was male driven� During the 
Pandemic, women lost their jobs and were unable to 
support their families financially. This led to increase in 
violence� While Nepal had a strong formal mechanism 
to control and report violence, the issue of violence 
against women was still there�

Ms Meezan Zahra Khwaja concluded that hand sign 
should be adopted even if women did not have access 
to internet and smartphones to report violence to the 
police� She said laws were there, but implementation 
was missing especially in Pakistan and in other South 
Asian countries. There was a need to make effort for 
implementation and for the younger generation, there 
was a need to change the narrative through dramas 
and talk shows� 

Session A-9: 
#SDG7 Stimulus: Focus on Green Recovery of Pakistan
In collaboration with GIZ GmbH and German Cooperation
Video Link: https://bit�ly/33pD33z

Moderator: Dr Hina Aslam, Research Fellow and Head, Energy and China Study Centre, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Opening Remarks: Dr Philipp Deichmann, Deputy Ambassador of Germany to Pakistan
Panel Chair: Dr Sardar Mohazzam, Managing Director, National Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority 
(NEECA), Ministry of Energy 
Panellists: 
• Mr Syed Mujtaba Hussain, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Climate Change, GoP
• Mr Ali Zain Banatwala, Project Lead, REEE-II, GIZ, Pakistan
• Mr Michael Williamson, Section Chief-Energy Division, UNESCAP 
• Mr Simon Muller, Director Germany, Agora Energiewende 
• Mr Hartmut Behrend, Coordinator Pakistan-German, Climate and Energy Initiative, GIZ, Pakistan
• Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Ms Kinza Nadeem, Graduate, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan
• Mr Muhammad Zulfiqar, Faculty Member, Capital University of Science and Technology, Islamabad
Panel Organizers: Dr Hina Aslam, SDPI; Mr Ubaid ur Rehman, SDPI, Islamabad; Ms Stoyanka Stich, GIZ GmbH; 
and Mr Behrend Hartmut, GIZ GmbH
Report by: Engr� Syed Faisal Shah, U�S�-Pakistan Center for Advanced Studies in Energy (USPCAS-E), UET, Peshawar

Dr Hina Aslam welcomed all the guests in the panel� 
She introduced them and gave the context of the topic� 
She introduced the SDG7 which was access to clean and 

affordable energy for all. She added that a major energy 
transition had been observed in many countries where 
the economies were opting for sustainable solutions 
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and sustainable economic recovery� There were still 
some questions about the scale, the timeline, and the 
adoption of these renewable sources in the context 
of Pakistan� The Pandemic exposed vulnerability 
of the country to external shocks which resulted 
in deep financial impacts that were faced by the 
key stakeholders including governments, industry, 
and businesses� She said that the initial lockdown 
showed the reduction in CO2 emissions which 
provided an opportunity to opt for green inclusive 
recovery options and moving toward low-carbon, 
resilient and inclusive economies� She further added 
that this session aimed to explore the potential of 
economic recovery stimulus and packages for green 
recovery in Pakistan� 

Dr Philipp Deichmann said that the inaugural 
ceremony of SDC at the Presidency clearly 
demonstrated the strong support of the Government 
of Pakistan in the implementation of SDGs� 

Sustainable energy was crucial to achieving many of 
the SDGs from poverty alleviation to advancement 
in health, education, water supply, industrialization, 
and climate change� Energy access varied across 
countries and the current rate of progress fell short 
of what would be required to achieve the goal� He 
recommended that double efforts would be needed 
for countries with large energy deficits and high 
energy consumption� The German Government 
stood ready to support Pakistan at the COP26, he 
said� He added that both countries had agreed on 
a common energy and climate initiatives with a 
financial volume of Euros 350 million. Pakistan had 
abundant sunshine which needed to be exploited in 
order to provide energy to those who lacked access 
to it� 

Mr Ali Zain Banatwala recommended that the 
National Electricity Policy required the next iteration 
of the Indicative Generation Capacity Expansion 
Plan (IGCEP) to be accompanied by the Transmission 

Expansion Plan (TEP), which would allow for a better 
comparison of electricity generation and transmission 
costs. While referring to the difference between base 
load and peak load, he said that to meet this demand, 
we usually ran some expensive and carbon intensive 
generation� Wind, solar and hydro were the mainstays 
of the future power mix but specifically hydro and wind 
were located very far away which not only Pakistan but 
the world was grappling with this problem in bringing 
it to the load centres� T&D networks were solely 
neglected in the past decade and there was a need to 
invest here� In the CPEC energy investment only USD2 
billion were spent on one transmission line out of the 
whole USD27 billion and rest went to generation only� 
Net-metering in Pakistan was currently restricted to 
three-phase connections only which was less than 10% 
of all connections� In the interest of democratization 
of energy, it was important to allow single-phase 
consumers to feed into the network in case of excess 
units� He suggested that the net-metering policy needed 

to be reviewed 
and energy 
efficiency should 
be promoted 
in the buildings 
sector to reduce 
the summer 
cooling demand 
which was met 
from fossil fuel 
plants�

Mr Michael 
Williamson said 
that Pakistan 
and Asia-Pacific 
region had 
s u b s t a n t i a l 
financial gaps 
for SDGs 
and climate 
response� A 
green recovery 

from COVID-19 was needed to meet both economic 
recovery and sustainability goals� He further added 
that significant co-benefits could be leveraged from 
green recovery� According to an ESCAP publication for 
Asia and the Pacific there was an annual USD242 billion 
investment required for renewables, USD180 billion in 
energy efficiency, USD10 billion in energy access and 
USD2 billion in clean cooking solutions in order to meet 
the SDG7 targets� He said that the SDG7 annual funding 
gap was around USD434 billion which needed to be 
filled. Phasing-out fossil fuel and emissions by mid-
century implied a very rapid drawdown not just of the 
pipeline but also the existing fleet.    

Mr Simon Muller said that German constitutional court 
published its decision on the Climate Law 2019 on 
29 April 2021, stating it unconstitutional with regards 
to the freedom of future generations� We needed an 
emissions reduction not just in the electricity sector 
but also, we needed the industrial, transport, building, 
waste, and agricultural sectors to become climate 
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neutral� In power system planning, there was a need 
to better reflect operational constraints in long-term 
system planning and had higher granularity of grid 
modelling� Further, for system planning for climate 
neutrality, there was a need for integrated modelling 
of power sector with heat, gas, and transport system� 

Dr Sardar Mohazzam recommended that energy 
policymakers of Pakistan needed to focus on energy 
efficiency and conservation measures, review the 
existing net metering policy and consider a mechanism 
for cost recovery from prosumers for network usage, 
include T&D costs in its economic assessment, and 
consider Levelized Cost of Storage (LCOS) for grid-
connected and home energy storage systems� This 
would lead to medium- and long-term socio-economic 
benefits. He further highlighted that the primary 
assumption for economic development and economic 
recovery was energy access, whatever the source of 
energy being used� Saving one unit of energy was far 
better than generating one unit of energy� He further 
highlighted that the energy generation had always 
been dominated in Pakistan instead of investing in T&D 
infrastructure� The issue of seasonal demand variations 
could be better solved with the bullet of energy 
efficiency and demand side management.

Mr Syed Mujtaba Hussain said that the Government of 
Pakistan had recognized that unless and until you invest 
in nature, the global ambition of the Paris Agreement 
would not be practically possible to achieve� Pakistan 
was one of the very few countries who presented a 
very strong NDC at the COP26 negotiations� The focus 
on achieving net-zero should be this present decade in 
order to protect our generations� He further said that 
the timeline for 2030 which we presented in COP26 
aimed at reducing the GHGs emissions by 50% till the 
end of this decade, 35% of that would be contingent 
upon provision of climate finance, technology transfer 
and capacity building� The Government had targeted 
2030 to inject 60% of renewables into the energy mix 
and 30% of the vehicles would be e-vehicles till 2030� 
The Government had already introduced 85,000 jobs 
from the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Programme and 
would be further scaled-up to 200,000 green jobs till its 
tenure�  

Mr Hartmut Behrend said that the Ministry of Economic 
Cooperation in Germany was cooperating with more 
than 120 countries throughout the world� In the energy 
sector Germany had huge opportunity to work in 
collaboration with other countries to achieve shared 
energy transition objectives� In the international scene 
we all had to go together to fight against the issue of 
climate change� Pakistan and Germany took initiatives 
to go together in partnership on achieving the energy 
transition and climate goals� The big challenge for 
Pakistan was in leaving no one behind� If we managed 
this energy transition with social equilibrium, we would 
succeed, he stated�

Ms Kinza Nadeem recommended to adopt a moderate 
level of fiscal decentralization along with a rigorous and 
consistent implementation of environmental protection 
policies in Pakistan� She said that the control of 
institutional quality and diversion of resources toward 
environmental preservation at sub-national level could 
promise a sustainable future for Pakistan�  

Mr Muhammad Zulfiqar suggested adopting medium 
and long-term targets for sustainable bioenergy supply 
till 2025, set clean energy access targets and provide a 
supportive framework for private sector investments� 
He further added to introduce international technical 
standards for enhancing biomass and biofuel trade 
from now onward� 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed concluded the session with a thank 
you note to all the panellists and also agreed with 
their points of view� At the end he highlighted the 
key takeaways from the vast set of recommendations 
that were made by the panellists� It was important to 
address SDG7 even more and Pakistan needed to invest 
in clean energy and climate resilient infrastructure� We 
need to develop a strategic framework to remove fossil 
fuel subsidies, decarbonize the economy and promote 
energy efficiency, he emphasized. He highlighted from 
the discussion around energy transition that Pakistan 
needed to put a major focus on energy efficiency, 
conservation measures and to review its net-metering 
policy�

Session A-10: 
Building a Compelling Narrative for Local Governments in Pakistan and Why it 
Matters?
In collaboration with IRI
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3GFfxxO

Moderator: Ms Nargis Khan, IRI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair:  Mian Mehmood Ur Rashid, Local Government Minister, Government of Punjab
Special Remarks: Ms Johanna Kao, Regional Director (Asia), IRI
Closing Remarks: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Distinguished Panellist (In-Person): Mr Rana Muhammad Waqas Anwar, Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
Islamabad
Distinguished Panellist (Online): Councillor Shabir Pandor, Leader Kirklees Council, Labour and Cooperative, 
West Yorkshire, UK 
Panel Organizers: Ms Amna Zaidi, Research Associate, SDPI & Dr Fatemeh K� Chirani, Visiting Research Fellow, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad
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Ms Nargis Khan from IRI, formally started the session 
by thanking and introducing the honourable panellists� 
The session initiated with special remarks given by Ms 
Johanna Kao, Regional Director (Asia), IRI, who shed 
light on IRI’s organizational goals and objectives, the 
existing narrative for local government and its pros and 
cons that had been seen around the world� 

Ms Johanna Kao said that IRI was a non-profit, non-
governmental US-based institution that had worked in 
over 100 countries, giving technical help and legislative 
assistance and support to local and governmental 
officials and other stakeholders. In Pakistan, IRI had 
been working since 2002 and made its presence 
known through programs such as legislative strength 
academies, grass root level programmes for newly 
elected officials and civic participation programmes 
and trainings for women party workers� She further 
added that IRI work with SDPI on ‘Post Pandemic Local 
Government Strengthening’ program in Pakistan aimed 
to help develop the skills of local government officials 
and overall management system of local bodies� As 
IRI conducted work with stakeholders in 30 different 
countries, including Jordan, Kenya, and the Philippines, 
it gave IRI a vast regional experience on the basis of 
which she shared three key observations:
• Local government bodies were closer to people as 

they resided among them�
• They could help government in piloting newer 

and innovative policies before launching it at the 
national level� 

• Local government bodies could be a great medium 
between the high-level government officials and 
the local constituents�

• Strengthening local government would help with 
overall transparency�

Ms Kao identified that there were several benefits of 
empowering the local government, but clarity was 
required in this regard, both at the grass-root and 

higher level on how to structure and implement the local 
bodies; as often lack of clarity in the implementation of 
this could cause ambiguities which could lead to more 
problems in future�

Mian Mehmood Ur Rashid, Local Government Minister, 
Punjab, said that local body government held utmost 
importance but unfortunately due to differences among 
the parties and bureaucracy, its full implementation 
had been delayed� He further added that in Punjab, 
they had almost finalized the Local Government Act, as 
defined in the Constitution of Pakistan, section 140-A, 
3rd Tier, to construct a local body governance system 
at grass-root level to further facilitate the people� He 
added that in this regard Punjab’s local government 
aimed to shift power towards district level and 40% of 
the funds would therefore be directly transferrable to 
the respective district head, and other local officials 
would report to their district head, and not the 
Chief Minister of Punjab� Mian Mehmood Ur Rashid 
added that the mayor of the respective district would 
provide health care services, build infrastructure, 
solve sanitation problems, etc�, which would result in 
decreased bureaucracy intervention� He expressed 
that he remained hopeful that the local government 
election in Punjab would be held in April 2022 and all 
legalities in this regard would be dealt with�

Councillor Shabir Pandor, Leader Kirklees Council, 
Labour and Cooperative, West Yorkshire, UK, gave his 
input on the subject� He shared that Kirklees was the 
seventh largest local authority in the UK which was a 
diverse place consisting of rural and urban localities 
which made the population of Kirklees around 450,000 
people� [In previous years] Their budget consisted 
of one million pounds which was spent on services 
such as highways, infrastructure, schools, and health 
services� When comparing to Pakistan, Councillor 
Pandor added that the UK was considered a most 
centralized state among the European countries which 
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lent similarity to the situation in Pakistan� He further 
added that they worked there with consensus; taking 
every individual’s input and there were paid officers 
who provided transparent advice and guidance� The 
devolution phenomenon could also be seen widely in 
the UK, and lately in New 
Yorkshire in particular� 
Councillor Pandor stated 
that throughout the 
Pandemic, they witnessed 
the benefits of local 
governments system as 
the community supported 
each other, as they could 
empathize with the 
difficulties being faced in the overall locality and tried 
to find solutions to overcome them.

Mr Rana Muhammad Waqas Anwar, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Islamabad, while sharing his 
views and inputs on the subject, said that his service 
in three different provinces over the past decade had 
exposed him to different laws of these provinces and 
their workings� The bigger cities e�g�, Islamabad had 
proper functioning of a mayor while other smaller cities 
and parts of northern region did not have such set-ups� 
He highlighted the importance of a local government 
system and pointed out that its implementation could 
provide an efficient means of facilitating the people. 
Elaborating further, Rana Anwar said that where 
the system currently stood, there were some major 
challenges that needed to be addressed� For people 
to become accustomed to it, one local government 
system policy needed to be implemented in succession� 
Moreover, he disagreed with the prevailing notion that 
bureaucracy did not want the implementation of an 

effective local body system. Rather, the bureaucracy 
would appreciate if the local elected individuals would 
first go through a process or training which would 
broaden their concepts and provide them with relevant 
knowledge so that they may be held accountable, and 

a clear chain of command would be 
established� He also suggested that 
decreasing the local government 
tenure from five years to a year 
or two years could help the local 
body system to work with same the 
government twice� 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive 
Director, SDPI, while giving 

concluding remarks said that we needed to see this 
from a demand and supply perspective as well� A better 

local government system was required, and more space 
should be given to the civil society organizations (CSOs)� 
Dr Ahmed added that the local government should hold 
capabilities in solving problems of the people giving 
them a sense of confidence in this system. He also said 
that it would be highly appreciable if local governments, 
once established, would take inputs from thinktanks 
such as IRI or SDPI which had evidence-based proposals 
and solutions for various problems� He further added, 
that once established, the local governments would 
have to work on post COVID-19 economic development, 
health, education, and recovery sectors to get the trust 
of people; and budgeting for all this would be a crucial 
factor� In terms of facilitating transparency, he added 
that judiciary would have to play its role as well�

Once established,
the local governments would have to work 
on post COVID-19 economic development, 
health, education, and recovery sectors to 
get the trust of people; and budgeting for 

all this would be a crucial factor
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Session A-11: 
Impact of COVID-19 on the Role of Think Tanks in the Global South
(In memory of Dr James G. McGann, Director, TTCSP, University of Pennsylvania, USA)
In collaboration with TTI
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3dRT6Jt 

Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan
Keynote Speaker: Mr Ibrahim M� Barki, Assistant Director, Middle East Center, University of Pennsylvania, US
Speakers:
1� Ms Andrea Ordóñez, Director, Southern Voice, Ecuador
2� Dr Samir Saran, President, ORF, India 
3� Mr Enrique Mendizabal, Founder/Director, On Think Tanks, Lima
4� Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Concluding Remarks: Dr Sajid Amin Javed, Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Mr Qasim Shah & Mr Hassan Murtaza, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report By: Ms Fatima Baloch, SDPI, Islamabad

Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, inaugurated 
the session by stressing the financial challenges think 
tanks were currently faced with� The nexus between 
access and funding was a fundamental one to explore 
the extent of both internal and external challenges 
think tanks faced today�

Mr Ibrahim M. Bakri, Assistant Director, Middle East 
Center, University of Pennsylvania, highlighted as 
keynote speaker that with the onset of COVID-19 and 
recent rise of yet another variant, think tanks were 
expected to respond to these health emergencies 
swiftly and responsibly, causing a shift in the way think 
tanks do research� In the recent past, the pace of think 
tank establishment had decelerated, prompting one 
to predict whether think tanks could possibly become 
obsolete forces unless they adapted to the fast-
changing political economy in which they operated�  

Mr Bakri stated a shortage of money coupled with 
the growth of an information rich environment as the 
two most important factors in the decline of think 
tanks. Short term project specific funding had been 
a glaring priority instead of long-term institutional 
support� In a comprehensive survey investigating the 
extent to which think tankers in The Global South 
thought the COVID-19 crisis would impact think tanks� 

Transnational challenges, namely trade tensions, 
economic turbulence, economic inequality, climate 
change, refugee crises and both traditional and non-
traditional security threats (COVID-19) had extended 
urgency to states to cooperate more effectively. For 
think tanks to respond to this chain of events, they 
needed to be predisposed to be faster, smarter, better, 
and more mobile� Quality research needed to foster 
transformative solutions and was dependent on broad 
grants and assured funding, but this remained to be an 
issue, especially for think tanks in The Global South that 
were far from receiving the desirable level of predictable 
financial support from respective governments.  

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, 
described how COVID-19 reignited a demand for data 
and evidence where the state and bureaucracy turned 
to think tanks for information� One of the areas where 
they assisted with government capacity was associated 
with targeting efficiency including basic practices such 
as distributing educational handouts to the poorest 
communities of the country� The approach to Public 
Private Dialogues also evolved e�g�, 13 focus groups 
were led by the Planning Commission that headhunted 
the most appropriate respondents across the country, 
an approach to be possibly emulated by institutions 
such as the Central Bank in the future�
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Promoting diversity in research and leadership positions 
in think tanks was still unsatisfactory, as research 
confirmed that staff teams did not represent voices at 
large� Dr Vaqar Ahmed strengthened this argument, as 
he analysed how inclusion and “leave no one behind” 
considerations were not satisfactory in Pakistan� 

Mr Enrique Mendizabal, Founder and Director On 
Think Tanks, lent a positive outlook about funding where 
his research suggested that there had been increases 
in international funding as local philanthropists and 
business associations were attracted toward creating 
and supporting new think tanks which was not common 
before the Pandemic, in turn, expanding the global 
open space� 

Dr Samir Saran, President Observer Research 
Foundation India, accentuated this argument as he 
advocated to increase the investment in human capital, 
in other words “looking after ourselves”� He further 
said that managing human capital in a reimagined 
workplace during the Pandemic had probably been 
one of the most challenging processes to navigate� 

The impact of COVID-19 on human capital had been 
tremendous and in the case of those who contributed 
to the accomplishments of think tanks, it was critical� 
The role of non-state actors to influence national and 
global governance was paramount which was why think 
tanks were at a turning point and must seek input from 
diverse stakeholders and target various audiences� Dr 
Saran echoed this thought as he argued that there was 
a need to “move away from the obsession of seeing 
governments and policymakers as our marketplace”� 
Traditional state actors like bureaucrats, elected 
representatives and lawmakers were no longer the 
only ones forming policies as the latent power of public 
opinion in influencing the policy making process was 
undeniably valuable� 

Ms Andrea Ordóñez, Director of Southern Voice, 
reflected on this by speaking about networks as 
important aspects of the work of think tanks and 
sources of knowledge that think tanks around the globe 
retain� The evolving role of technology within think 
tank operations in a COVID-19 world had signalled a 

paradigm shift as now these institutions could adapt the 
technology, they preferred to include in their processes 
centred on what is fitting for their research issues and 
publications style� 
Dr Bakri’s comments on the Internet and other major 
digital networks enhanced by modern technologies 
suggested that there was an increased volume and 
velocity of information flow around the world where 
massive amounts of data could be manipulated and 
managed with the ability to fuel political discontent and 
a sea of insecurity amongst ordinary people� 

Dr Sajid Amin concluded the session with his remarks 
that think tanks, particularly in the Global South 
were operating the same way they were prior to the 
Pandemic, with only few adjustments but needed to 
reinvent themselves on a larger scale in the future� It 
was uncertain whether the negative effects of COVID-19 
on think tanks outweigh the positive ones or if it was 
the other way around�

Ways Forward for the Future of Think Tanks: 
This section shares briefly the major ways forward for 

Think Tanks as discussed�    
• Innovate with various 

methodologies, widen 
the way of scientific 
knowledge and invest in 
the “art form”�

• Track global trends via 
different collaborative 
platforms, not only chief 
ones e�g�, worldometer�

• Curate a collaborative 
and engaging approach 
to be generous with 
knowledge and the way 
partnerships are formed� 

• Rethink business 
models even when 
current ones were 
successful to assess 

their value in the long run� 
• Recruit individuals from today’s generations; 

younger staff, communicators, graduates, and 
managers, giving them a greater space and voice to 
help shape organizations�

• Possess the ability to reach out to other audiences, 
actors, and stakeholders to learn more about what 
their interests are and what motivates them�

• Modernize themselves and engage with competitive 
organizations that are sources of intellectual 
entertainment�    

• Foster a culture of diversity and not be bound to 
upper middle-class organisations with people 
who see the world in a certain way, seek to hire 
individuals from diverse backgrounds with different 
skills and mind-sets�

• Consider the decentralisation of think tanks and 
achieve the balance between having institutional 
buildings and boundaries and flexible, coffee house 
style think tanks� 
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Session A-12: 
Service Led Growth and the Rise of Digital Platforms: A South Asia Perspective
In collaboration with The World Bank South Asia Chief Economist Office
Video Link: https://bit�ly/31ZZDQ7

Moderator: Mr Abdullah Khalid, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Presentations: 
• Dr Valerie Mercer-Blackman, Senior Economist, The World Bank, Washington DC, USA
• Dr Siddharth Sharma, Senior Economist, The World Bank, Washington DC, USA
• Ms Shazia Naz, Lecturer, University of Central Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan
Special Remarks: Mr Najy Benhassine, Country Director, The World Bank, Pakistan 
Distinguished Panellists
• Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput, Federal Secretary (IT &TC) MoITT, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Siddharth Sharma, Senior Economist, The World Bank, Washington DC, USA 
• Mr Badar Khushnood, Chairman P@SHA, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Gonzalo Varela, Senior Economist, The World Bank, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Engr� Ahad Nazir, SDPI, Mr� Abdullah Khalid, SDPI, and Ms� Zoey Leiyu Xie, The World Bank, 
South Asia
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr Najy Benhassine shared that it was important to 
understand services sector and what it referred to for 
the government in policy making which would pivot way 
for necessary measures required in services sector’s 
benefit. Hence, clarity was required on differentiation 
of the formal and informal sector� While explaining the 
focus of the session, he said it would be on discussing 
the productivity growth for jobs creation, unskilled jobs, 
or I�T high skilled jobs, manufacturing exports or I�T 
platforms in determining the factor to increase ability 
of country like Pakistan to improve its goods exports�

Ms Valerie Mercer-Blackman said that the contribution 
of services was crucial but often unappreciated� Existing 
dataset showed that out of 122,000 South Asian firms, 
only 6% produced goods and services while 38% were 

in manufacturing and 56% provided services only� 
The dataset led to fact that the South Asian bundled 
firms i.e., produced goods and services, attained less 
profit while solely service providing firms attained the 
highest profits. However, an interesting fact was that 
bundling firms were 13.6% less productive than the 
solely manufacturing firms and that the South Asian 
firms’ owners in manufacturing sector held advantage 
over the services providing firms in terms of size, 
income, labour productivity, etc� Also, the business 
services contributing to manufacturing yielded more 
profits. Direct link with manufacturing through client 
relationship or auxiliary activities were very strong 
for certain specific high skilled business services e.g., 
high-tech manufacturing, transportation, and electrical 
equipment� The service sector in India and to some 
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extent services in Bangladesh and Pakistan had strong 
forward linkages and the spill over effect to other 
sectors than the service providing firms were higher. 
There was a need to look at specific services for example 
business, professional such as engineering, etc�, as they 
contributed the most to manufacturing which led to 
sustained economy� The amazing thing about this spill 
over effect was that it was a promising way of thinking 
about the impact of services on development� Adoption 
of digital platforms improved a firm’s performance by 
increasing its access to markets resulting in firms taking 
advantage of economy and increasing their productivity� 
The statistics from the South Asian Labor Force showed 
that workers who were engaged in services jobs were 
increasingly found in all sectors of the economy� 
Another fact highlighted was that all the economies 
except Pakistan saw an upgrade of skills throughout 
the previous decade while India and Bangladesh were 
the largest improving countries� Hence new services-
based policies were needed for development in this 
sector in Pakistan�

Ms Shazia Naz presented her thoughts on developing 
countries and emerging markets attempts to attract 
more Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), as it had two 
major interactive effects i.e., productivity impacts and 
competition impacts� The multinational corporations 
were also interested to invest in developing countries 
in order to achieve greater efficiency and cost-
effectiveness. The study conducted showed services 
FDI and manufacturing FDI held several benefits 
for the host country and wherever this was coming 
into practice, it facilitated the information and 
communication technologies, creation and diffusion of 
knowledge exchange and specialization� FDI stimulated 
the innovation capabilities of the local labour and 

by providing services could help in participating 
in international marketing through exports� The 
relationship between sectoral FDI and services export 
could be defined as following i.e., services export was 
the function of the FDI in financial business, trade, 
construction, transportation, and telecommunication� 
Data for the services export as well as the control 
variables such as GDP growth annual, GCFC, Tertiary 
and Secondary education was obtained from the World 
Development Indicators whereas sector wise inflow of 
FDI was extracted from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
and the data for Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) 
was attained from the IMF� The Vector Error Correction 
Model’s result for Pakistan indicated that lingering 
possession between the services exports and FDI in the 
telecommunication, showed services exports tended to 
converge towards the equilibrium as a response to the 
change in FDI in telecommunication and only the GDP 
growth variable was significant variable to explain the 
services export in short run� Similarly, in transportation, 
change in the FDI also became a source in enhancement 
of GDP growth� The research elaborated that there 

was a strong bond between services export and FDI 
in the long run converged towards equilibrium in 
response to the change in FDI� Ms Naz concluded that 
Pakistan needed to upgrade the prospects for entry of 
international players� The liberalization policy of FDI 
and trade should be undertaken by the government 
and accelerated advancement in communication and 
information would result in Pakistan having a wide 
scope for export-oriented services�

Dr Siddharth Sharma spoke on how selling online was 
affecting informal firms in South Asia. The speaker 
shared that growth in services industries such as digital 
platform, could help improve the productivity of the 
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rest of the economy. Certain traits of informal firms 
tended to sell in very limited market and had limited 
credit hence they tended to be a labour-intensive 
inclusive approach with outdated technologies and 
small to medium sized management practices� As of 
the literature, it was divided on the causes of informal 
firms. One was that it was the choice that was taken 
by the firm as they did not have much to gain in terms 
of formalizing their businesses� Another view was 
that the cost to enter the formal sector was too high 
for the firms to attain. Therefore, digital platform or 
E-commerce could shift the incentives to the formal 
sector or affect them resulting in forced mobility 
from informal structure which had both positive as 
well as negative effects. It could result in reduced 
capital inputs, reduced the matching and verification 
costs, and facilitated in market accessibility� On the 
other hand, the E-commerce platforms could result 
in acquiring of market power and small firms could 
become big players of the market e�g�, Amazon, but 
a major factor was when these firms moved to digital 
platform, they may lose their customers who were 
poor or people from rural sector who might lack trust 
in digital transactions� While sharing the survey studies 
of ‘Chaldal’ and ‘Daraz’, Dr Sharma said that the direct 
impact these platforms had on small firms was that they 
get access to more customers, resulting in expansion 
of sales, adoption to improved or new practices and 
flexibility in balancing their home and work life. Thus, it 
also resulted in registration of businesses which helped 
tax authorities, hence an addition to the economy� Dr 
Sharma further elaborated that ‘Chaldal’, a Bangladesh 
online grocery service, offered 1-hour deliveries on 
over 6,000 products� It had over 350 suppliers, ranging 
from farmers, small manufacturers, traders, etc� Also, 
Daraz was another example of E-commerce platform 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri 
Lanka� Daraz reported around 35 million customers 
and 100,000 vendors. The difference between both was 
that firms joining ‘Chaldal’ were old firms whose major 
goal was to reach to more customers, while Daraz was 
an open platform providing services in five different 
countries to newer and small-scale businessmen or 
firms. The individual sellers or firms could boost their 
businesses and access bigger markets� But keeping all 
these benefits aside, there was no remarkable increase 
on employment side� E-commerce platforms were for a 
selected individuals or group of firms.

Mr Badar Khushnood speaking from Pakistan’s 
perspective shared that there were two things we 
needed to focus on that are ‘Pure I�T’ which included 
I�T and ICT technologies and were used domestically 
and the other was I�T enabled services� From I�T 
perspective Pakistan exports had gone to nearly 50% 
in the last financial year i.e., from 1.2 billion to 2.1 
billion dollars that was purely into I�T services that 
were being rendered out of Pakistan� As an example, 
an I�T graduate converted into freelancer and provided 
various services out of Pakistan� Further they started to 
group informally on various tasks, which led to group 
formation, containing a programmer, web developer 
and designer and content creator, etc�, hence took 
a shape of a firm providing services. They not only 

provided services to local but at the foreign level as 
well� There was a need to focus on individuals working 
in office to increase and nourish them with more skills 
and cutting-edge technologies with an aim to upgrade 
and improve curriculum and faculty’s knowledge� Some 
99% of Pakistan’s retail was not digitalized from an 
excess to market perspective and we needed to work 
on that�

Dr Gonzalo Varela said that the services sector 
throughout the world and especially in Pakistan 
showed a transformation on the export side� The share 
of export of services about 50 years ago was around 
10% in Pakistan and now it was around 50% which 
was a huge transformation in terms of exports� Also, 
the numbers of knowledge-intensive services had 
dramatically increased, as around there were 5,500 
registered firms and many which were not registered. 
There were 15,000 exporters of merchandise such 
as textile, agriculture, etc� In Pakistan the I�T and I�T 
enabled services average exporter exports on average 
200,000 dollars a year keeping in mind that these were 
relatively smaller firms and the fact that these smaller 
firms had the exposure of the whole world which was 
impressive� This exposure helped in terms of learning 
and adapting new techniques and reaching out to 
new clients. A hurdle was seen by the firms in terms 
of payments as they had accounts outside in foreign 
countries� Government needed to make policies that 
helped in the transaction process so that foreign 
exchange could be made easier�

Dr Suhail Rajpoot said indeed knowledge intensive 
services had grown a lot and exports had increased 
higher as demonstrated, but there was a huge potential 
that needed to be accessed� The government this 
year had set up a target to achieve 70% growth in I�T 
and I�T enabled services that were exported as the 
last year’s figure showed 47% growth in this regard. 
Human resource potential had to be properly utilized 
as only 10% of new graduates were readily employable� 
Government needed to intervene in some medium to 
long term programs, and a contact had been established 
with the HEC to introduce ‘Associate Degree Programs’ 
and to modify the curriculum as per the demand� 
An initiative taken by the government and financial 
resources had been allocated for it to incentivize the 
exporters by rewarding them for their participation in 
economic growth as services exporters, be it on a larger 
scale or smaller scale� The government had seen 24% 
growth in broadband internet services, and we had 
109 million broadband internet users� In lieu of ‘Digital 
Pakistan’ vision given by the Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
the ministry was increasing the number of digital 
projects and government had given the largest subsidy 
to this sector which was 31 billion rupees whereas 
for the past 12 years it was 52 billion rupees� The 
government was in the final phase of planning policies 
such as ‘Data Protection Act’, securing cyber space for 
Pakistani citizens, ‘Cloud First Policy’, and ensuring 
increased cloud storage facilities to people related to 
I�T sector� This showed the government’s dedication to 
facilitate the people belonging to I�T sector, concluded 
Dr Rajpoot�
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Evening Plenary 2.1: 
Post-COP26: Private-Public Partnerships and Pakistan’s Climate Change Priorities
In collaboration with Unilever Pakistan
Video Link:https://bit�ly/3m2zSFp 

Moderator: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair (Online): Mr Malik Amin Aslam, Federal Minister and Adviser to Prime Minister of Pakistan for Climate 
Change, Government of Pakistan
Special Remarks: Mr Amir Paracha, Chairman & CEO, Unilever Pakistan, Karachi
Distinguished Panelists (Online):
• Syed Naveed Qamar, PPP, Karachi
• Ms Romina Khurshid, PML-N (joined online from Poland)
Distinguished Panelists (In-Person):
• Senator Faisal Javed, PTI, Islamabad
• Mr Hussain Talib, Head of External Affairs, Unilever Pakistan, Karachi
• Ms Fatima Arshad, Head of Sustainability, Unilever Pakistan, Karachi
Concluding Remarks: Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Ms Maryam Shabbir Abbasi, Senior Research Associate, Mr Salman Danish, Research Associate, 
Dr Imran Khalid, Visiting Research Fellow, SDPI and Mr Hussain Talib, Head of External Affairs, Unilever Pakistan
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan

Ms Maryam Shabbir Abbasi from SDPI, formally 
welcomed the esteemed panel and audience� She then 
introduced the panellists of the Plenary on Post Cop 
26: Private-Public Partnerships and Pakistan’s Climate 
Change Priorities, which was held in collaboration with 
the Unilever Pakistan� She further outlined the session 
focus, highlighting that the plenary aimed to discuss the 
Role of Public Private Partnership, in order to achieve 
climate change goals in Pakistan� In this regard private 
entity collaborations could help us achieve climate 
change targets as laid by the Government of Pakistan� 
Commending the Conference partners, Ms Abbasi 
said that Unilever’s role at Conference of Parties (CoP 
26) was also significant in terms of dialogues between 
public private with respect to climate change targets� 
She then formally handed over the session moderation 
to Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI�

Dr Abid Q. Suleri initiated the plenary with welcoming 
remarks by thanking all the distinguished panellists and 
stated that the aim of sustainable development could 

not be achieved without the inclusion of private sector�

Mr Malik Amin Aslam, Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister of Pakistan on Climate Change, GOP chaired 
this high-profile plenary. He said that the world had 
great expectations from the COP 26, which focused 
more on achieving climate targets in the long term i�e�, 
over the next 20-30 years, but the world could not wait 
for this long�  Regardless, it was a great platform with 
an impressive magnitude, where around 140 head of 
states and about 40,000 delegates were present� Mr 
Aslam said that in his opinion there were two positive 
and two negative points that came out of these 
deliberations� According to scientists currently our 
climate temperature was 1�1 degree above industrial 
levels of carbon emission and if we went over 1�5 
degree, the consequences will be dangerous� He added, 
we are facing forest fires, hurricanes and [other climate 
/ environment related] catastrophes and one could 
not think what would happen if we crossed 1�5-degree 
mark� The collective thinking and participation of private 
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sector was a positive sign, while one of the negative 
aspects remain that we were still thinking of future with 
just words and promissory notes�

Mr Aslam said that Pakistan was one of the most affected 
countries by climate change as it had the hottest region 
i�e�, Jacobabad, glaciers were melting in the north, and 
sea-level was rising, which was resulting in social and 
economic loss� At the COP 26, Pakistan shared its stance 
that going for net zero emission targets by 2050 or 2060 
did not hold much value if the countries did not have 
any action plan for the next decade� Pakistan shared 
its focus on transition towards clean energy and our 
development agenda set on nature-based solutions, 
e�g�,10 billion tree tsunami project� 

He further added that Pakistan was elected in eight 
committees on COP negotiations� In the coming year 
Pakistan would also be heading Asia Pacific Groups in 
G-77 representing the developing countries of Asia� 
He continued that Pakistan was declared a champion 
among the leaders in forest trees in the Asia region 
by the UNEP out of 196 countries� Pakistan was also 
nominated among the top 4 countries as ‘nature leaders’ 
by the government of UK� The Prime Minister’s steps 
towards clean & green vision was also highly appreciated 
on the world stage� Pakistan was the only country that 
spent 44% of the funds received form World Bank on 
climate change programs� COP 26 for Pakistan was a 
success in terms of bilateral level, such as Pakistan got 
250 billion Euros financial grant from Germany for next 
year, and 50 million Pound grant from the Government 
of UK to be spent on ‘water-based adaptation’� Pakistan 
was selected for Energy Transition Mechanism by Asian 
Development Bank, an instrument, helping developing 
countries to bail out from international commitments 
e�g�, coal project at international level, a payment which 
was to be paid in the next 30 years by Pakistan�

Ms Romina Khurshid Alam from PML-N and a member 
parliamentary ‘energy caucus’ joined online from 
Internet Governance Forum Poland (IGF2021, Poland)� 
Ms Alam said that there was a dire need to work 
together with the private sector on the matter at hand� 
There was so much capacity, and it was time to set the 
goals and achieve them as we attained many successes 
at the COP 26� She said that the ‘Energy Caucus’ could 
bridge communication [between the parliamentarians 
and the private sector] to undertake and deliver 
projects� She added that a doable issue was that of 
waste management which could easily be resolved� 
While private sector was always willing to work but 
there was communication gap that needed to be taken 
care of [if we were to meet some development goals]� 
She commended Unilever’s participation and support 
throughout the COP 26� 

Mr Amir Paracha, Chairman & CEO, Unilever Pakistan, 
said that as Pakistan was committed in taking lead on 
combating climate change, we as a company wanted 
to play our role in sustainable future of the planet� 
Mr Paracha said that their prime focus was on clean 
energy, clean materials and enabling the ecosystem 
through partnership and advocacy� As an example 

of clean energy, he said that the Unilever factory in 
Rahim Yar Khan set a benchmark as it made 94% of its 
energy by green sources of which 2/3rd was generated 
through solar and biomass� Biomass itself decreased 
90% of fossil fuel consumption hence decreasing 76% 
onsite carbon emissions� He added that the Unilever 
factories all over Pakistan had achieved half of clean 
energy targets� Secondly, regarding clean material our 
flagship initiative in this regard was to convert Rahim 
Yar Khan into a model plastic-waste-free city by 2030 
in partnership with the UNDP, he said� The recovered 
plastic was being recycled to make park furniture� He 
concluded by saying that Unilever was going to organize 
a climate conference in Pakistan and look forward to 
government’s contribution and public and private 
sectors engagements�

Syed Naveed Qamar from PPP said that not just as a 
farmer but as a people’s representative, “I can tell you 
that it has been seen in the districts around bank of 
Indus River when water is close to fall in the sea, the 
flooding due to climate change deprived farmer of 
their livelihood hence a real challenge for the farmers 
is either they are wiped out of their livelihoods due 
to floods or they face extreme challenges in terms of 
damage to fertile soil� A fast pace is required to mitigate 
climate change effects.” 

He further added that energy obtained from green 
sources outweighed the benefits obtained from fossil 
fuels far beyond one could imagine� The clean energy 
would benefit us in terms of economic health as well. 
Syed Qamar continued that we needed to rethink our 
policies, e�g�, CNG used in vehicles in comparison to 
regular standard fuel was cleaner, but we were not 
working on to give more importance to this matter 
and we were using natural gas more for domestic use� 
There were many things we could plan and bring in our 
‘energy caucus’ hence let the parliament take the lead 
so a policy could be made which then the government 
could adopt� 

Mr Hussain Talib, Head of External Affairs, Unilever 
Pakistan, gave a quick overview of Unilever’s work and 
the ambitions that the company has in Pakistan� He 
commented that while oftentimes, Unilever was looked 
upon as a foreign investor in Pakistan, it was in fact 
nearly as old as Pakistan and had been operating in 
the country since 1948� In 2020, while the rest of the 
corporates were shutting down operations, Unilever 
invested PKR 3�5 billion during COVID-19 lockdown 
under its #UnileverForPakistan campaign� We did this, 
he continued, as we realized that we needed to utilize 
the private sector as a force for good� We needed to stop 
looking at it as an enemy and instead start looking at it 
as a partner, which was where the corporate sector was 
headed globally as well� He further added that Unilever 
was a company run by Pakistanis, for Pakistan and 
that in line with this perspective, we had an ambition 
to achieve net-zero by 2039 – within the next 20 years� 
He asserted that ‘we want to ensure that there is no 
climate impact from Unilever’s operations in Pakistan 
and, more importantly, show the world that this can be 
done profitably; that this is not a CSR solution but an 
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economic one� He explained that Unilever’s approach 
was based around three pillars: clean energy (renewable 
and non-polluting energy generation), clean materials 
(clean and recyclable plastics), and youth engagement 
(advocacy and engagement)�

Ms Fatima Arshad, Head of Sustainability, Unilever 
Pakistan, said that the financing by the State Bank of 
Pakistan was a great policy for clean and green energy, 
which was used to put Unilever’s flagship factory in 
Rahim Yar Khan� Ms Arshad added that plastic played 
an important role in solid waste� Our objective, she 
said, was to collect and make reusable plastic and 
bring it to use as clean energy purpose, as Pakistan was 
producing 3�3 million tonnes of plastic waste annually� 
She concluded by saying that Unilever aimed to a make 
Rahim Yar Khan Pakistan’s first plastic free city with 
sustainable ecosystem that generated employment and 
a model city� We wanted to turn waste into something 
that can be useful to the society� We wanted to derive 

the youth to amplify our objectives, she emphasized�

Senator Faisal Javed, from Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf, 
shared a case-study and stated that during the COP 
26, we had an Inter Parliamentary Union meeting 
(IPU) where we discussed Pakistan’s case among 
the developing countries� He stated that Pakistan 
contributed less than 1% in global greenhouse emissions 
but was constantly affected by climate change and was 
among the top 10 countries affected by climate change. 
Pakistan was a victim of climate change than being a 
contributor� Despite lack of resources Pakistan had 
done tremendously well among developing countries� 
Pakistan restored over 600 thousand hectors of land 
into forests, planted 1 billion trees in the KP province 
and was keen on planting 10 billion all over Pakistan 
out of which, 1�5 billion trees had already been planted� 

Senator Javed said that Pakistan met UN SDG-13 Goal 
a decade before the deadline� Pakistan planned on 
shifting its 60% of energy towards clean energy and 
converting 30% vehicles to electric vehicles by year 2030� 
He complimented Unilever’s action-oriented approach 
and called it a great example for us� A big initiative by 
the government, called ‘10 dams-10 years’, so we have 
started working on two dams as our target is to make 
10 dams in coming 10 years� The government and 
private sector needed to join hands and a round-table 
conference in this regard was needed if we wanted to 
mitigate the climate change in Pakistan�

Mr Hussain Talib, appreciated Senator Faisal Javed’s 
conviction to the climate change cause and thanked him 
for giving direction to Unilever’s efforts. He said that all 
we needed was to bring initiatives to the people who 
could execute them at the ground level� The one thing 
that private sector needed was to come on different 

platforms and share our initiatives such as provided 
here by SDPI to collaborate with each other�

In his concluding remarks Ambassador Shafqat 
Kakakhel, Chairperson BoG, SDPI Pakistan, commended 
SDPI’s approach for such a comprehensive discussion 
on private-public partnership in the context of COP26 
and thanked all the panellists for their participation� 
He added that tremendous evolution could be seen on 
the consensus of private-public partnership for climate 
change� All over the world energy was considered a 
major problem for climate change as fossil fuel was 
the major component of deriving energy� The solution 
was to move towards clean energy� A World Bank 
study showed only 2% funds by the private sector were 
provided for adaptation of clean energy and that was 
why the World Bank Plan of Action 2021-25 majorly 
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focused to provide assistance to the private sector for 
investing in green energy programmes� Ambassador 
Kakakhel added that we, the developing countries 
were not the part of [the problem] rather, we were 
the ones who are affected by climate change. There 
was a need for robust government that assures on 
ground policies for private sector investment, which 
were applicable and long term to gain confidence of 
private sector� He concluded by saying that we needed 
to address shortcomings from an investment point of 

view as private sector requires profit and were not able 
to help government projects like Recharge Pakistan 
and National Parks� He commended Unilever for taking 
an exemplary step, using plastic not for CSR but for 
using it as raw material for industry, adding, we hope 
the government would convert the initiatives into plan 
of actions and mitigation, and convert initiatives into 
costed projects that could be presented to the private 
sector�

Session B-1: 
Fighting Inequality by Promoting Diversity: Dialogue on Culture in the Post-Pandemic 
Time 
In collaboration with FNF
Video Link: https://bit�ly/30qJlPm

Moderator: Ms Sana A� Khoja, Festival & Event Curator, Development Sector Specialist, C- Founder Lahooti Melo
Chair: Mr Asif Hyder Shah, Secretary, National Heritage & Culture Division, Government of Pakistan
Opening Remarks: Ms Birgit Lamm, Director, FNF Pakistan Office (Online)
Concluding Remarks: Syed Qasim Shah, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Video Showcase: Lahooti Melo 2021
Speakers: 
• Mr Jami Chandio, Writer & Scholar, Karachi, Pakistan 
       Book: Cultural Federalism 
• Prof� Dr Riaz Ahmed Shaikh, Dean Faculty of Social Sciences, SZABIST University, Karachi, Pakistan
• Dr Fatemeh K� Chirani, visiting research fellow, SDPI
       Title: The Role of Culture in Reducing Inequality  
Panel Organisers: Dr Fatemeh K� Chirani, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan, & Ms Birgit Lamm, FNF, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Emaan Fatima, Sustainable Development Policy institute, Islamabad, Pakistan & Mr Farhan Safdar, 
The Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST), Islamabad, Pakistan 

Moderating the session and setting the scene, Ms 
Sana A. Khoja said Pakistan was an incredibly diverse 
country in terms of geography, the many cultures 

that thrived here, politically, and the history of many 
communities that existed within the country� However, 
diversity was often equated with inequality� Pakistan 
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had a long way to centralised multi-culturalism in a 
wider political debate, she said, adding, COVID-19 
had brought changes to social life, education policies, 
religious practices, youth and gender issues� In the view 
of achieving Agenda 2030 and in a post-COVID world, it 
was important to understand what the challenges had 
been, strategies to deal with them and the way forward, 
she stated�

Mr Asif Hyder Shah congratulated SDPI and FNF for 
taking up this very important area of subject� While 
looking at the health challenges, we had to look for 
opportunities and capitalise on them, he stated, adding 
that COVID-19 restrictions had revealed the importance 
of culture� It had taught us staying physically apart 
yet staying together, he opined� He pointed out that 
watching culture from two angles was important� 
Culture as an industry such as cinema, theatres, 
art councils, etc�, on the one hand, and on the other 
hand it included intangible aspect such as weddings, 
births, deaths, oral traditions, performing arts, local 
knowledge, and traditional skills� He opined that the 
positive side was that the fight with the Pandemic had 
brought the third world together�

Ms Birgit Lamm, who joined the session online, gave 
the opening remarks and thanked the panellists� She 
discussed in detail the aspect of “diversity versus 
inequality”� She said that there were many major 
aspects of diversity in Pakistan� Every individual was 
diverse regardless of any aspect� We were not equal but 
there was no doubt about it that we strived for equality, 
she said� We were not going to get equality unless we 
made sure to give equal access to opportunity� Diversity 
was a great asset giving opportunities and “We believe 
in change”, emphasized Ms Lamm�

Ms Lamm shared, “We as individuals are very diverse, 
whether we are family members, as women, as men, 
as professionals, as nationals of a specific country… we 
have different aspirations, we have different talents. So, 
we are not equal by definition and by definition we are 
not going to have equality as a result even if we do the 
same things� One person is more talented, one person 
puts different effort to it. So, the outcomes will never be 
the same… there cannot be equality in the outcomes. At 
the same time, we also strive for equality…” and further 
emphasized, “We need to make sure that everybody 
has equal access to opportunity�” “We at FNF feel that 
diversity is a great asset because combined we have 
so many different talents,” she said and stated that 
cultural diversity was a positive asset to society�

Mr Jami Chandio shared a quotation: “Diversity should 
not be tolerated it should be celebrated”� He said denial 
of diversity is one of the issues we need to overcome and 
that all the federations were an outcome of diversity� 
All the societies in the world were diverse. Conflict 
between minority and majority resulted in partition� 
The only way it could be avoided was by understanding 
diversity� He quoted Quaid-e-Azam’s words that we 
were not realizing the importance of diversity and that 
was the reason of unending conflict.

The second panellist, Prof. Dr Riaz Ahmed Shaikh, 
mentioned that Pakistan should not be in a state of 
hypothesis of diversity and realize every culture has 
its own beauty� Discussing the Sialkot incident, he 
said that it was the reflection of Pakistani society and 
young mindset� We still considered diversity a threat, 
but we did not realize that real threat was uniformity, 
he stated� We were greatly confused in direction and 
did not have any idea which direction to opt� Giving the 
example of Urdu language he said that it could not be 
a uniform language as Pakistan was rich in culture� He 
said we could use common practices for unity, such as 
festivals and social media for positive reflection of our 
society�

After the 18th Amendment, conflict occurred because of 
ignoring diversity� We segregated our society and when 
we should have given the idea of diversity, he stated� 
This could be done by giving incentive for tourism� He 
mentioned some of the tourism spots of Sindh about 
which few people were aware of� Places included 
Tharparkar, Umer Kot, Rani Kot, Rann of Kutch, and 
Khudabad�

On policy making, Prof. Dr Riaz Ahmed Shaikh said that 
Pakistanis needed a departure from uniformity� Our 
curriculum and dissertation of history had developed 
religious conflicts. There was a need for alternate 
discourse to promote diversity as well as languages� 
We must understand the importance of diversity, he 
emphasized� 

Dr Fatemeh K. Chirani, the last panellist, mentioned 
that cultural diversity could not make miracles, it could 
however, reduce inequality in pandemics� We could 
promote cultural diversity by use of digitalization, she 
said and added that cultural entrepreneurship could 
implement new ideas and whether they would work or 
not, we should give them a try like virtual tourism� “In 
Germany I know we had virtual tours of city,” shared 
Dr Chirani� She further appreciated that the young 
students had more knowledge of soft power and soft 
skills in terms of social media� This generation was 
exploring more and more of digital skills which was 
useful for bringing the music and art� She concluded 
that if diversity was honoured it would work as a source 
of inspiration�

Syed Qasim Shah thanked Mr Hyder Shah for his 
opening remarks and FNF for collaboration with SDPI to 
organise the session� He thanked the speakers and Dr 
Chirani for organising the session� “I have really enjoyed 
the discussion here,” he said, added, “I leave here with 
two messages… that diversity breeds empathy, it breeds 
equality and so the choice is ours…” He concluded by 
stating that Pakistan was one of the countries that had 
ratified the UN’s covenant on economic, social and 
cultural rights and that it was time to go back and see 
whether we had incorporated some of the principles 
into our policies and constitution�

Lahooti Melo 2021, a short video on music and diversity 
was also played at the session�
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Session B-2:
Inclusive COVID-19 Recovery: Education for Vulnerable Groups
In collaboration with GIZ
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3IPvC6a

Moderator: Ms Amna Zaidi, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Introductory Remarks: Ms Rabia Tabassum, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Distinguished Panellists:
• Ms Fajer Rabia Pasha, ED, PAGE, Pakistan
• Dr Fareeha Armughan, SDPI, Pakistan
• Mr Abbas Khan, Commissioner Afghan Refugee, KP
• Mr Shahbaz Tahir Nadeem, Special Secretary Elementary and Secondary Department, KP
• Ms Baela Raza Jamil, CEO, ITA Lahore, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Ms Rabia Tabassum, SDPI Pakistan, Mr Syed Hassan Murtaza, SDPI Pakistan, and GIZ
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad 

Ms Rabia Tabassum formally started the session by 
thanking and introducing the honourable panellists� 
Sharing some statistics, she mentioned drastic effects 
of COVID-19 on Pakistan’s education sector which was 
already in distress as the country had one of highest 
figures of out-of-school children. Sharing some statistics, 
Ms Tabassum said that a significant percentage of 
students (49% girls and 33% boys) drop out of school 
before completing primary education� Among those 
out-of-school children, 22% were from urban and 37% 
from rural areas� According to an estimate, 80% of 
registered school-going age Afghan refugee children 
were out of school� 

Ms Baela Raza Jamil, CEO ITA, reminded that the net 
enrolment rate according to PSLMS  2019-20 was 64% 
at primary level, 37% at middle level and 27% at matric 
level whereas for early levels it was 32% which was 
an alarming number� She referred to various surveys 
conducted with regard to early learning in 16 districts 
and 140 urban slums of Karachi and Lahore� The learning 
poverty rate was 75% in Pakistan for children aged 10 
years old who could not read, compared to 58% total in 
South Asia� She also mentioned a “Grade 3” crises in a 
survey of 16 districts which showed that these students 
would become a lost generation, and this could extend 
to further grades if considerate actions were not taken� 

Talking about data from madrassahs, she said our 
survey of West Karachi showed ¼ of children went to 
madrassahs and the learning level of those children 
from age 5 to 16 years was at 7�4% for Urdu, Sindhi, 
and Pashto, 4�4% for arithmetic and 10% for English� 
The diversity of education like madrassah, government 
institutions and private institutions posed difficulties 
for children� She further added that 40% of urban areas 
consisted of urban slum, while 60% of total population 
of Karachi lived in slums� 

Dr Fareeha Armughan shared the findings of a study 
titled ‘Investigating the impact on learning outcomes 
through use of I�T during COVID’ done in collaboration 
with the EdTech Hub consortium in Bahawalpur 
division� She shared that they had administered some 
interventions, such as choosing the right learning 
level for the children, which they could effectively 
learn. Secondly for the teachers’ effectiveness, use of 
technologies and customized trainings was given to 
them� Due to the Pandemic, many dropouts were seen 
mainly because of income loss, and where their income 
bracket was between PKR 5000 and PKR 30,000� She 
added that 240 of the students in a school dropped 
out of school and were engaged in child labour� She 
mentioned that teaching at the right level enhances the 
learning level of students� “We implemented Annual 
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Status of Education Report (ASER) standardize tool on 
grade 7 and grade 8 students and to our surprise 90% of 
the student attempted it with ease,” she commended� 
Serious gender discrimination was highlighted by the 
teachers there although parents denied it� Evidence-
based data collection was needed to counter the fragile 
learning methods� She suggested making use of digital 

instruments for improved learning as seen in Pandemic 
and that played an amazing role in the education sector�

Mr Abbas Khan mentioned that Pakistan had hosted 
millions of Afghan refugees for the last four decades� 
Pakistan was extending its services in camps and 
areas wherever Afghan refugees resided� Mr Khan also 
mentioned the categories of Afghan refugees and added 
that POR Card Holder Afghan refugees had access to the 
various services including education as well� The United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and other donors were supporting us in providing 
education services in camps which comprised of 30% 
of refugees� Self-help private schools had been opened 
by the refugees in which around 36,000 students were 
enrolled� Due to the Pandemic these self-help schools 
had closed down putting many students out of school� 
The subject needed to be raised at the international 
platforms as there was dire need for monetary support 
in this regard�

Ms Fajer Rabia Pasha, ED PAGE, in her comments 
endorsed the problems pointed out by the panellists and 
said it was very unfortunate that 22�8 million children 
were out of school who were under the age of 16 years� 
These were pre-Pandemic numbers quoted by the 
government and more than a million might have been 
added to it now� A great initiative by the government was 
launched consisting of ‘Teleschool’ and ‘radio programs’ 
during the Pandemic to somewhat cover the losses� 
She added that majority of the children did not have 

access to internet, laptops, or smartphones� Due to our 
backward mentality towards girls’ education, a large 
number were denied access to smartphones, internet 
access and they were expected to help in household 
work and look after their younger siblings� Ms Pasha 
pointed out that schools opened by her organization 
were community based� It helped in some sort of 

teacher-student 
i n t e r a c t i o n 
besides the 
schools being 
closed� Families 
struggling for 
basic needs did 
not give priority 
to education 
especially for 
girls� We needed 
to come up with 
a collaborated 
strategy as the 
scale was vast 
where poverty in 
Pakistan was 75% 
that also must 
have increased 
in the Pandemic, 
she stated� We 
need to gather 
precise and latest 
data statistics 
and creation of a 
data portal so it 

could be easily accessed by organizations like ours, she 
suggested�

Mr Shahbaz Tahir Nadeem, Special Secretary KP, 
mentioned that the government was especially focusing 
on girls’ education and to cope with their vulnerability 
issue� A program was initiated where stipend of PKR 
600 per month at KG and Grade 1 levels, similarly up 
to Grade 10, PKR 200 per month was provided� We 
had been approached by many ED-Tech organizations 
and reviewed their proposals but unfortunately, they 
were not applicable in our single curriculum agenda, 
he pointed out, adding, hence, we currently did not 
have any standard ED-Tech infrastructure� Mr Nadeem 
mentioned we had collaborated with ‘Noon Academy’ 
and 200,000 students were registered with the 
academy providing them access to learning materials, 
scholarships� PKR 300,000 scholarships was being 
provided to students on merit basis� The Government 
of KP was working on a program where tabs with built-
in lesson programs would be provided to teachers to 
teach the students as this would promote standardized 
digital means of learning� Addressing refugees’ 
related issues, he said through donors’ support the 
government was regulating the health and education 
sectors for the refugees so they could be brought to 
the mainstream� Regarding data issues he added 
that ‘Education Monitoring Authority KP’ carried out 
annual census to collect data on 43 different indicators 
including educational institutions�
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Dr Abid Suleri in his introductory remarks said that 
there was a greater need to address the agency and 
empower individuals; so, whether the philosophy of 
this empowering individuals was relevant in the current 
socio-economic context of Pakistan or not was a key 
issue�

Mr Shoaib Sultan Khan said that during the COVID-19, 
the RSPN collaborated very well with the NCOC by 
structuring three-tier community institutions including 
the LSOs, VOs, and COs and 375 RSP staff members 
were involved in this endeavour� Among them, 30% 
were women; and 59% community activists were trained 
on COVID SOPs along with the district authorities� He 
added that the RSPs had the scale and capacity to 
facilitate the government in improving public services to 
poor and rural communities and the need to formalize 
it� The program proposed dealing with poverty and 
SDGs for the 2,300 poor rural households, using the 
proven social mobilization approach and achieving 
SDGs 1,3,4,6, and 8 in 2,300 rural Union Councils with 
community involvement� He revealed that RSPN had 
been facilitating the Planning Ministry to draft PC-1, 
taking the lead in sponsoring, and arranging funding 
through PSPD for project implementation�

Mr Shoaib Sultan Khan said that the initial response to 
COVID-19 Pandemic under the umbrella of the NCOC 

and the coordination among the various stakeholder 
was quite remarkable, however, he said this response 
was more challenging in the rural areas than the urban 
areas� He said that the money for social protection was 
not going to pull the lower class out of the vicious cycle 
of poverty� In Brazil, this had been in practice for the 
last 18 years and they were still on the streets� 

He said that the financial assistance was not going 
to help the poverty-affected threads; but we needed 
to sit and ask them about the ways of their capacity 
enhancement� The Prime Minister had given PKR 200 
billion a year for social protection and this was an 
immense amount� Sindh had provided community 
investment funds more successfully than the others� 
If these PKR 200 billion had been spent in the way we 
suggested, Pakistan would not have been facing poverty 
like this�

Mr Shoaib Sultan said that instead of giving financial 
assistance to the poor, they could be consulted for their 
problems� The poor needed to be organized and the 
state must consult them to provide the benefits in the 
long run� The urban areas of Pakistan faced problems 
including sanitation, unemployment, and many others� 
Houses must be constructed for the poor class as a 
prime solution�

Session B-3: 
‘Building Forward Better’ Amidst Recovery from Pandemic
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3oS3ash

Moderator: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Distinguished Speakers:
• Mr Shoaib Sultan Khan, Chairman, BoD, NRSP & RSPN, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Masuma Hasan, Chairperson, PIIA, Karachi, Pakistan
• Ms Arifa Khalid Pervez, Former MNA, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Mr Moazzam Bhatti & Mr Amjad Hussain, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Oshin Khan, SDPI, Islamabad
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Mr Shoaib Sultan said that we needed to unleash the 
potential of improving households and livelihoods� 
Social mobilization was not only needed to generate 
income but also could be used to decrease multi-
dimensional poverty as well� The youth needed to be 
engaged in international conferences; it was important 
to get them to see the realities; they must be provided 
with macroeconomic predictions as well� The US 
demand was authentic and reliable news from Pakistan; 
therefore, Pakistan should conduct seminars and 
educational programs with the international countries 
to achieve this agenda�

Dr Masuma Hasan said that to pinpoint the 
deterioration in these programs, we needed to look at 
it holistically� The Government in power did not honour 

the rules and functions that had been developed over 
the years, whereas it blamed the bureaucracy for the 
failure of the social protection mechanisms� She further 
said that there was a lot of sensationalism, and that she 
did not see any gloom� The youngsters were talented, 
innovative, and they must be trained to initiate these 
programs, she advised�

Dr Masuma Hasan said that she disagreed with the 
thinking that civil servants tended to float with the 
stream� The regional situation was challenging Pakistan 
as it had fervently advocated the Afghan issue� The 
Taliban claimed to be compassionate, but in reality, they 
were not. During COVID, the women suffered, there was 
an increase domestic violence and even on the streets, 
and the state failed in providing shelters to them, she 
lamented� Youngsters ended up with no careers’ insight 
and earning their livelihood had become difficult. We 
offered humanitarian aid to Afghanistan and opened 
our doors to them, but we ourselves have been short of 
funds, she pointed out�

Dr Masuma Hasan said that consultation was required 
both at the national and the provincial level� She shared 
that in her tenure of service, it was considered an 
essential part of policymaking� She added that women 
must be asked, and they should express their needs in 
a very different way from the way a bureaucrat does 
it� This was one way to make gender-inclusive policies� 

Unfortunately, the tendency of non-consultation had 
been increasing with time, she lamented� Dr Masuma 
Hasan said that any subsidy would be effective that 
would assist a poor person in real terms; the targeted 
subsidy needed to be thought out� She advised, “The 
government must make policies to make the people 
safe on the roads, promoting the atmosphere of 
freedom and protection that would ultimately prevent 
them from committing crimes�” 

Ms Arifa Khalid Pervez said that the US strived for an 
inclusive government in Afghanistan, but it was not 
sure of it keeping in view the present situation� The US 
wanted more women’s participation and their rights 
protected in Afghanistan� On the other hand, it was also 
concerned about the shipment and storage of vaccines� 

She was of the view that we 
needed to concentrate more 
on negotiations with the 
Taliban administration�

Ms Arifa Khalid Pervez said 
that a shift of policy was 
required to address the 
robust economic changes 
of the current picture� She 
advised on focusing more 
on the child’s cognitive 
behaviour; we blame 
the US for the losses but 
what had the nation of 
Pakistan contributed to 
the development was still 
a question, she wondered� 
Women were ostracized; 

there was energy crises and opposition was messing 
with the government� Pakistan could not ignore the 
West and it needed to utilize its full potential instead 
of relying on it� She advised opening to the West and 
being transparent in doing business transactions with 
international organizations� 

Ms Arifa Khalid Pervez said that a change was required 
in the policies for a way forward� The world was looking 
at the bigger picture but what needed to be looked at 
was the mental health of children and their education� 
In the US, most of the policies were child oriented�

Giving the concluding remarks, Dr Abid Suleri shared, 
“Mr Shoaib Sultan’s model of rural support Program was 
replicated by Rajiv Gandhi in India� The glass is half full; 
the positive point is that we have at least diagnosed the 
faults in our socio-economic system, the finance that 
we have spent in the first three years of this current 
government should have been channelized with social 
mobilization to get the best results� But there were 
urgency issues that dominated the important issues�”
The panellists agreed that the millennials must take this 
country forward, with the smartphones in their hands, 
they have access to information; and their energies 
need to be directed in a positive direction� We need 
to curb extremism; and that the APS and the Sialkot 
incidents should have brought about a paradigm shift 
in our policymaking as of now�
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Session B-4: 
Poverty Alleviation and Graduation in Pakistan: Evidence from the Field 
In collaboration with GIZ Pakistan
Video Link: https://bit�ly/30v9SLy

Moderator:  Dr Kashif Saeed, Punjab Social Protection Authority (PSPA), Lahore
Chair: Captain Syed Ahmed Nawaz (Retd�), Additional Secretary, Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division, GoP
Opening Remarks & Technical Presentation: Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social Protection, 
GIZ, Islamabad
Distinguished Panellists:
• Mr Fida Muhammad, Country Program Officer, International Fund for Agricultural Development, Pakistan
• Ms Samia Liaquat Ali Khan, Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Sr� Gp Head Graduation, Director, NPGP, 

Islamabad
• Dr Rashid Bajwa, Founding ED, National Rural Support Program (NRSP), Islamabad
• Mr Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro, CEO, Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO), Sukkur
Panel Organisers: Dr Sajid Amin Javed & Mr� Umar Ayaz, SDPI; Syed Muhammad Mustafa, GIZ GmbH; & Mr Kashif 
Saeed, PSPA
Report by: Ms Sofia Laraib, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi

Captain Syed Ahmed Nawaz (Retd.) welcomed all the 
esteemed panellists and participants� He highlighted 
that the agenda of social protection and poverty 
alleviation efforts was to get people out of poverty trap 
and enable them to sustain themselves especially those 
who could eventually become self-sufficient and self-
supporting. He further differentiated that conventional 
social assistance was used to help the poor to survive 
the shock, risks, and catastrophes but graduation 
approach supported the poorest of the households 
to achieve sustainable income and move them out 
of extreme poverty� Social protection paradigm in 
Pakistan remained mainly characterized by transfers 
for the purpose of consumption and to sustain the 
risks or shocks� Pakistan was following social issuance 
model which was designed to protect the poor against 
temporary wastes and shocks partially because they 
were easy to design, implement, monitor evaluate and 
finally close. He also suggested that the present anti-
poverty programs in Pakistan were not fulfilling the key 
objectives of social protection which was quite evident as 
far as evidence till date suggested and therefore needed 

to move towards graduation strategies� The lessons 
from small, private sector graduation programs could 
support and guide the government in designing its anti-
poverty graduation interventions which should consist 
of strategies, programs, and projects� He further added 
that the seminal work in the field of poverty alleviation 
was initiated by the Aga Khan Rural Support Program 
(AKSP), Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Rural 
Support Program Network (RSPN) and Akhuwat� He 
concluded that the session would endeavour to learn 
lessons from experts and practitioners for informed 
public sector social protection strategy and programs�

Syed Muhammad Mustafa said that during a recent 
exercise with the PP and SPRU GoKP, social protection 
was the primary objective of poverty alleviation and 
mitigation� In Pakistan there were numerous ongoing 
government programs such as social assistance in the 
form of Benazir Income Support Program, Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal, zakat and usher program, provincial cash 
transfer programs and Sehat Sahulat Programs that 
could be classified as social assistance. Moreover, 
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there were also many social insurance programs 
including public sector pensions fund, worker welfare 
funds, provincial employee social security and health 
insurances schemes. Pakistan had microfinance 
programs and skill development programs but lacked 
public work programs which could directly link people to 
the labour market� Similarly, while discussing the trends 
of poverty in Pakistan he said that from 2001 till 2016, all 
the provinces of the country saw a decrease in poverty 
and this trend was accompanied by an increase in real 
GDP� During COVID-19, the government’s strategy of 
micro and smart lockdowns and Ehsaas cash transfers 
was appreciated internationally, however, according to 
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, a sizable number of 
people were still out of the job market� Referring to the 
IMF report, he said that if we truly wanted to recover 
from COVID, we must reintegrate our citizens into the 
labour market who had been enrolled in social support 
programs� Currently, Pakistan was facing a considerable 
fiscal constraint as the present system was dependent 
on social assistance and topics including productive 
inclusion livelihoods� He concluded that graduation was 
gaining increasing attraction and importance in order 
to maintain social stability and improved livelihoods�

Dr Rashid Bajwa while differentiating between social 
protection and poverty alleviation said that social 
protection was a set of policies which reduced the 
extent of vulnerability, diminished people’s exposure to 

risk and enhanced their capacity to protect themselves 
while poverty alleviation intended to permanently 
lift people out of poverty� In the context of Pakistan, 
it was important to measure the poverty prior to its 
eradication� Since the 1980s, we had the household 
income expenditure survey to measure the head count 
ratio� The drawback of this scheme was that Pakistan 
enlisted as a middle-income country which resulted into 
loss of donor funding� He further said that another area 
of concern was to distinguish and disintegrate rural 
and urban poverty as 70% of the population was rural 
and the measures needed to be taken for rural poverty 
may be different from what were needed in urban 
poverty� Post-COVID was basically the phenomena of 
urban poverty more than the rural poverty because 

government support price increased because of 
pumping billions of rupees into rural financial markets. 
While highlighting the measures which needed to be 
taken, he said that firstly, micro credit stabilized the 
income because it looked more like a saving instrument 
rather than an investment instrument by the client� 
Secondly, we needed to look at the increased imported 
foodstuffs and agriculture products. Lastly, he added 
that it was very important to bring poor people out of 
poverty�

Mr Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro stated that the 
dynamics of poverty in urban and rural areas were 
different. In urban areas, mostly the reasons for poverty 
were unemployment but in rural areas poverty it was 
because of the lack of assets� He said that besides 
income generation activities, the government should 
think on the complete package of education and health 
and especially the policy making for poverty alleviation 
for these households� The Government of Sindh had 
invested a lot in community institutions� It supported 
the RSP approach that people should be organized 
that would lead to a better access to the delivery of the 
services� He added that the policy makers should think 
of a complete package for rural poverty including the 
techniques to improve the livestock breeding, trailing 
and how to improve the agriculture� The rural people 
were interconnected with agriculture and the price 
mechanism made middleman suffer from profit erosion. 

SRSO had an extensive 
outreach of 15 districts of 
Sindh having 1�3 million 
households, almost 80,000 
community organizations, 
15,000 village organizations 
and 600 union council 
level organizations� This 
was a great achievement, 
but the lack of integration 
tended to reinvent the same 
community institutions� 
He recommended that 
all practitioners and 
development sectors 
should sit together and 
take the advantage of these 
community institutions by 
following the RSP approach 
which stated that when 

the people were organized, they think collectively, 
and how to come out of the poverty� He targeted the 
urbanization and population explosion as the main 
reasons for the urban and rural poverty and to cater 
for poverty alleviation there was a dire need to link 
this with population� He concluded that we must go 
for a complete package not only for income generating 
activities but also education, health, and population�

Ms Samia Liaquat Ali Khan explained the main purpose 
for the establishment of PPAF as an independent, 
autonomous, not-for-profit company that could take 
on some of the work of the government including 
designing, piloting, testing new avenues for poverty 
reduction and poverty alleviation� PPAF started its 
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operations in 2000 and was provided financing from the 
World Bank to undertake two specific activities including 
the introduction of microfinance and small-scale 
community infrastructure� The infrastructure usually 
did not devolve down to the village level where there was 
a need to access clean drinking water, creation of small 
dams, link roads, health and nutrition, access mobility 
of communities to reach the markets and hospitals 
that could benefit communities. For this, a new sort 
of microfinance institutions and banks that could do 
this work by providing not only the financing of funds 
but also the long-term mentoring and collaborations 
were created� PPAF created opportunities and pushed 
their microfinance partners to move out into the rural 
areas to provide finance to women and so strengthen 
the access to finance and develop their governance. 
Development sector programs were contributing to 
the government’s knowledge and understanding on 
how to address poverty and this contribution needed 
to be adopted in certain ways� She added that people 
in Pakistan needed consumption support and the 
government needed to support them with the help of 
programs like NPGP� She suggested linking the private 
sector with communities and households to build their 
capacity� She concluded that creativity and adaptability 
were the important requirements when it came to 
designing gradation programs�

Mr Fida Muhammad discussed the important ways to 
measure poverty as it played a key role when it came 
to planning, designing, and learning� He said that 
Pakistan was well positioned among few countries that 
had the datasets and the tools to measure poverty i�e�, 

poverty score cards, PMT method, multidimensional 
poverty, and the headcount ratio method� One area 
which needed to be strengthened was to know the 
diverse drivers and causes of poverty that varied across 
geography and differed in segments of the population. 
According to him, research and research actions needed 
to be strengthened for efficient tackling of the causes, 
the pathways and the drivers of poverty and poverty 
graduation� While addressing the poverty in rural area, 
he said that the poor especially the rural core were 
not functioning part of the market system nor part of 
financial market. Due to this, Pakistan was facing two 
challenges; one was the continuity and sustainability of 
incomes and second was the ability of the government 
to reach the poor� Poor people were very hard to target 
especially when they were in a situation of emergency 
and shocks as they were not part of economy and 
financial markets.

Further he said that government programs especially 
the assistance package, IFFA funded projects, interest 
free loans and poverty alleviation, etc�, had been 
targeting poverty and social safety� Going forward 
he added that we had to focus more on developing 
and establishing village organizations as a true 
representation and inclusion of poor in the process of 
social mobilization and community organization� They 
should be a part of development efforts undertaken 
in their locations and this would certainly benefit the 
poverty gradation approach� He concluded that skill 
development for youth and women was quite important 
so that they were ready for the market and to embrace 
the opportunities� 

Session B-5: 
Understanding the Social Footprint of Central Banking & Monetary Policy in Pakistan
In collaboration with FES Pakistan
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3ypI8EF

Chair: Dr Hafiz A. Pasha, Emeritus Professor, Beaconhouse National University, Lahore, Pakistan
Moderator: Dr Khaqan Najeeb, Former Adviser Ministry of Finance, Government of Pakistan 
Welcome Remarks: Dr Jochen Hippler, Resident Country Representative, FES Pakistan
Technical Presentation: Dr Sajid Amin Javed, Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panellists:
• Dr Hamza Ali Malik, Director Macroeconomics Policy & Financing, UNESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand
• Mr Hassan Daud Butt, CEO, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment and Trade, Peshawar 
• Dr Waseem Shahid Malik, SBP Memorial Chair, University of Peshawar, Peshawar
• Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad
• Dr Safia Minhaj, Assistant Professor, University of Karachi, Karachi
Closing Remarks: Dr Aliya Hashmi Khan, Member, PM EAC & Former Prof, QAU, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Dr Sajid Amin, Research Fellow, Engr� Ahad Nazir, Head, Centre for Private Sector Engagement, 
and Mr Abdullah Khalid, SDPI, Islamabad; & Mr Abdullah Dayo, FES Pakistan
Report by: Mr Muhammad Umair Khan Niazi, NDU, Islamabad

Dr Jochen Hippler opened the session with his welcome 
remarks� He talked about his experience in working in 
the areas for democratization and regional peace and 
stability� He applauded the work done by SDPI and the 
linkage created on the subject alongside, followed by a 
special mention of Dr Hafiz Pasha’s remarkable input. 
He said that the social footprint of monetary policy had 
always been neglected and remained in shadows as it 
had been ignored in a broader context� 

Dr Hafiz Pasha, Emeritus Professor, Beaconhouse 
National University, Lahore, Pakistan, while chairing 
the session and delivering the keynote speech at the 
occasion, shared his thoughts on democracy and 
importance of social footprint of monetary policy in 
Pakistan and particularly the role of the Central Bank� 
Dr Pasha reflected that historically monetary policy 
had been overshadowed by fiscal policy and there 
had been a focus to engage with the poor segment of 
the society� Previously, the social impact of monetary 
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policy had been largely ignored and for the first-time 
the federal budget presented by the finance minister 
was a fundamental breakthrough� Dr Pasha continued 
that this step by the government could be considered 
as a move up from the traditional approach with a hope 
to alleviate [the economy] from the deep realms of 
poverty in fluxed by the weak policy actions. “Kamiyab 
Pakistan Programme” was one such initiative, under the 
supervision of the Prime Minister of Pakistan through 
which the State Bank and government had improved 
the social dimensions of monetary policy� 

He continued that the State Bank of Pakistan did a 
stellar job of relieving the country and lowering the 
policy rate and presented targeted monetary policies� 
The Central Bank was back to its traditional tough role� 
It had been observed recently that an all-time high of 
trade deficit of USD 5 billion was recorded in a month, 
which was “scary” and could leave a drastic impact 
on the economy of the country� Dr Pasha further 
elaborated on the rate depreciation and its negative 
impact on investments, saying, the net effect was 
marginally positive, resulting in increased inequality by 
the import of food which increases poverty as well� He 
said that growth rate inevitably went down as a policy 
and interest rates would go up� To bring the current 
rate to 4% from the projected 5�5%, which was deemed 
by the government, would cause 6-8 million people 
to fall below the poverty line� He concluded that this 
would increase unemployment and poverty and bring 
down GDP at the same time� Given the pressure of 
balancing the payments, there was a need to ensure 
that this concern does not dominate that human face 
of monetary policy as it had been forgotten� There was 
a need establish a clear link of monetary policy and 
social accountability of State Bank to the Parliament� 

Dr Sajid Amin Javed, Research Fellow at SDPI, gave 
a technical presentation at the session� He said that 
monetary policy was a public policy, and its impact went 
beyond while affecting day-to-day life of common man. 
The research conducted laid focus on ways to broaden 

the debate of monetary policy since it had become a 
single-person debate� This had created a gap between 
common man and monetary policy� 

Dr Javed shared that the rationale of the study was 
to reflect on going towards inflation targeting. This 
discussion was important because of its impact on 
social policy. Monetary policy affected the rich and poor. 
Interest rate impact on the population was different as 
the poor had cash and rich had assets (such as bonds)� 
The outcome was considered but what was the impact, 
this was where work needed to be done, he emphasized� 
A positive development at the State Bank of Pakistan 
was inclusion of monetary policies as its objective� The 
objective was to broaden debate and bring multiple 
points and ideas into view� Inequality was not a mandate 
of the State Bank at present, but it had been developing 
on its inflation target which was ever-changing. Dr Pasha 
further explained that the inflation caused inequality 
and inflation revenues may help a country grow but it 
increased disparity and eroded the purchasing power 
of the poor. If the set inflation target was low, it would 
promote equal growth and high productivity. Inflation 
was a supply side issue� If you were giving autonomy, so 
you needed high accountability, he stated� We needed 
to target the non-food and non-power inflation rather 
than the headline inflation. The Central Bank needed to 
have clear communication on the state of inflation and 
[to keep a check] if it was deviating [from its goal], he 
emphasized� 

The State Bank needed to expand its research agenda, 
he suggested, adding, there needed to be research 
on social footprint of Monetary Policy� He went on to 
say that the State Bank had been welcoming towards 
this agenda� He also said that decision making forums 
were devoid of representation in most areas such as 
gender, status, etc�, and continued by saying that 
the State Bank had taken some initiatives which still 
needed to be recalibrated and refined. Whenever the 
policy was given, it needed to be transparent and easy 
to understand and its impact needed to be stated� 
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Dr Hamza Ali Malik, Director Macroeconomics Policy 
& Financing, UNESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand, began by 
saying that the topic of low inflation must be kept high 
on the agendas� The higher authorities seemed to be 
irresponsible on the subject and had been putting 
this topic aside as if there was no inflation problem in 
Pakistan� Dr Hamza Malik said that the target should 
be the one that gives most stable inflation. Many a 
times, this problem was an economical issue� More 
research was needed to determine average growth and 
decide accordingly. The inflation target should be set 
by the Parliament rather than the Central Bank and it 
would have to consistently engage with everyone to 
establish accountability� Dr Hamza Malik added that 
independence was needed in the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) in order to create lowest stable inflation. It was 
an institution of the State but how this independence 
must be made certain was a different debate. There 
was interference from the Ministry of Finance in SBP 
matters which needed to be halted and government 
needed to decide on the targets� 

Dr Hamza Malik said that continuous relying on IMF 
Program had damaged their [government’s] credibility, 
it should be noted that these Programs were there to 

stabilize and not grow the policy� He remarked that while 
the Central Bank was very keen on creating equality, 
there were many factors that hindered its way� Keeping 
this in mind we should either give them independence 
or do not blame them, he said� He concluded by quoting 
Dr Hafiz Pasha, “The way forward for Pakistan is to do 
its own heavy lifting”�

Dr Waseem Shahid Malik, SBP Memorial Chair, 
University of Peshawar, complimented the SBPs 
research structure and how the people working in the 
Central Bank were taking great initiatives and producing 
phenomenal work� Dr Waseem Malik elaborated on 
how the primary objective was training of bankers as 
SBP had its own research department�  He suggested 
that collaboration between public and private sector 
departments such as think tanks and government 
institutions was needed in order to acquire more 
inclusiveness and better understanding of the issues 
taking place� The main problem with any research 
agenda was that it was thinly divided between different 
institutions and hence detailed research had not been 
conducted on them� He added that for collaborative 

research on social footprint of monetary policy, there 
was a need to set certain goals and research outcomes 
and bring them to light� Dr Waseem Malik elaborated 
that the inflation rate was determined by multiple 
factors such as excess demand, managed prices, 
exchange rate depreciation, international energy 
prices, etc�

He said that if the monetary policy was not 
complemented by other government policies as they 
were more focused on the supply side of things, then 
monetary policy had to be more aggressive, but this 
reduced fiscal range for the government to provide 
cushioning safety nets� Dr Waseem Malik explained that 
the measurement of inflation rate was done through the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), which was an issue since 
it did not include assets� Sectorial distribution existed 
when making such policies since the private sector was 
not distributed evenly� The distribution of interest rates 
was not even across the board for different markets. 
When this happened, undue burden was created onto 
the depreciation and this burden was then distributed 
across the market�

Mr Hassan Daud Butt, CEO, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Board of Investment and Trade, talked about how there 

needed to be a more project-based approach rather 
than an economy based one, the need to engage more 
with stakeholders and that they would extend their 
support as they further understood how it affected 
them hence a larger scale of interaction was required� 
Mr Butt pointed out how a provincial level debate was 
needed on the subject, after all, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
was the only province with an industrial policy while the 
other provinces still lagged behind� It was suggested 
that think tanks should send their policy report[s] to the 
relevant department[s] in order for action to be taken 
and this issue could be resolved at the earliest by the 
provincial chapters� He pointed out how continuous 
changes in policies had always been a problem and 
how frequent changes hurt the business community 
as they were looking for economic stability in order to 
grow effectively. 

Dr Safia Minhaj, Assistant Professor, University of 
Karachi, as an expert economist began by saying that 
we must first identify the problems, as we had to 
disseminate information and focus on what objectives 
Central Bank was trying to achieve� Dr Minhaj said 
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that one needed to assess whether inequality was a 
monetary phenomenon created by the State Bank 
or not, especially when it came to creating inequality 
among individuals, at the sectorial or regional level� She 
added that there was a need to highlight the magnitude 
of this inequality in income, wealth, and consumption, 
which was created by the Central Bank through its 
financing and credit creation. While talking about 
inflation targeting, she added, it had been realized 
that it was continuously rising� It was also evident that 
inflation and employment did not have a negative 
relationship� 

Dr Minhaj continued that we needed to focus on 
the GDP target if we were to continue a stable and 
consistent growth� The Central Bank was responsible 

for regulation of financial sector, and it was providing 
consumer financing, e.g., real estate and car financing, 
which was why the prices were increasing� She added 
that interest rate in Karachi’s informal sector was more 
than 25% for loans which was alarming, and it was not 
documented� Most importantly, focus should be on the 
social footprints� Central Bank may ease its monetary 
policy not in terms of loans in financial sector, but it 
had become the norm of using “public friendly budget” 
in policy and people should know how this would affect 
them. Thus, financial inclusion must be implemented to 
promote transparency�

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, said 
that the evaluation of monetary policies was one of 
the most important tasks that countries should do� 
There was a need to discuss the social footprint in the 
government sector which was something that had been 
neglected in the past, with very little discussion on the 
role Central Banks could play in mitigating inequality� 
Dr Ahmed stressed on the need to be answerable and 
responsible for it and that they had a higher role to 
play� He further added that if government committees 
lacked technical capacity, then think tanks could be 

invited to provide feedback�

Dr Aliya Hashmi Khan, Member, PM EAC & Former Prof, 
QAU, Islamabad, while giving closing remarks at the 
session shared that there were many issues pertaining 
to the independence of State Bank of Pakistan, which 
were important at the moment, but the focus must be 
on price stability, accountability, and transparency of 
monetary policies as well apart from the social footprint� 
Dr Khan said that while monetary policy and actions 
were also embedded in the State Bank amendment 
of 2021, the monetary policy supported the broader 
perspective, which had been repeatedly mentioned, 
already were low and stable inflation. She added that 
a debate on the transmission mechanism of monetary 
policy and what were the channels through which it 

impacted the people, was need of the hour� 

Dr Hashmi continued that credit channel, inflation 
expectations, etc�, had always been linked with the 
transmission of monetary policy, but the focus on these 
channels in terms of an academic discourse was crucial� 
Dr Khan shared that it was important because volatile 
inflation was detrimental to growth related to firms and 
households� This meant that the State Bank would have 
to empirically estimate the impact of it which required 
a certain amount of focus to periodically update the 
transmission mechanism� She said that there was 
enough research and data to show that it was not just 
an inclusive issue but also an economic one, apart from 
this all such policies must be gender inclusive� 

Dr Hafiz Pasha concluded the session by emphasizing 
on how no country could manage to have low levels 
of inflation when it had high level of inflation. There 
used to be an inflation monitor produced by the State 
Bank but now the inflation monitors which used to 
quantize inflation by income group and city did not 
exist anymore� The State Bank should work on bringing 
them back, he stated�
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Session B-6: 
Tobacco Control in Pakistan - Challenges and Opportunities Going Beyond the 
Pandemic
In collaboration with Bloomberg’s The Union
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3oUoLjM

Moderator: Syed Wasif Ali Naqvi, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair: Dr Nausheen Hamid, Parliamentary Secretary for Health, GoP
Guest of Honour / Concluding Remarks: Dr Minhaj Us Siraj, Professor, Health Services Academy, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Presentations:
• Ms Dania Farah, IBA, Karachi, Pakistan
• Dr Zaruhi Grigorian, Research Associate, AUA, Armenia
Distinguished Panellists (In person):
• Mr Waseem Iftikhar Janjua, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Mr Asif Iqbal, Managing Director, SPDC, Karachi, Pakistan
Distinguished Panellists (Online):
• Prof� Dr Sahana Shetiya Hedge, Head, Dept� of Public Health Dentistry, Dr D�Y� Patil Dental College & Hospital, 

Pune, India 
Panel Organizers: Mr Waseem Janjua and Mr Wasif Ali Naqvi, SDPI Pakistan
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan

Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi formally started the session 
by introducing the honourable panellists� Mr Naqvi 
explained that the aim was to have a comprehensive 
discussion on tobacco control in Pakistan, the challenges, 
and opportunities� He shared some statistics and said 
that as per WHO stats, tobacco was the largest cause 
of preventable deaths, killing around 8 million people 
annually including 80% of 1�3 million users lived in 
low-middle income countries whereas Pakistan stood 
at the 10th among low- and middle-income countries� 
COVID-19 had caused additional health challenges 
around the world adding more to this grave situation�

Mr Waseem Iftikhar Janjua presented a brief 
presentation to the panellists� He shared that SDPI 
was working to get much needed data on conventional 
tobacco products and new novel tobacco products� Mr 
Janjua added that the key component in new improvised, 
tobacco product was Velo� It was announced in 2019 
and advertised as a non-tobacco, only nicotine-based 
product by the Pakistan Tobacco Company� The 
composition of the product though does not contain 

tobacco, nicotine itself was highly addictive and 
cancerous in nature� It was sold in 17 other countries 
including the UK and the USA� Pakistan had a high 
prevalence of Smokeless Tobacco (SLT) users (8�6% 
used traditional drug ‘niswar’)� Velo approached and 
targeted the cigarette smoking and non-niswar user 
by claiming its benefits like no smoke, no tar, no smell, 
and easy usage� He shared that the British American 
Tobacco (BAT) pledged to spend up to 1 billion pounds 
for marketing and advertising in countries like Kenya 
and Pakistan through public figures. The price range 
was from PKR 80 to PKR 120, which was low cost 
attracting youth and students� There was a dire need 
to take strong actions against SLT’s spread as they were 
harmful in nature�

Ms Dania Farah, student of MS Economics, in 
her presentation on viability to leave behind SLT 
consumptions stated that according to the National 
Cancer Institute (2014), globally 49 different flavours 
and types were available and consisting of 90% 
South East Asian users where 100 million belonged 
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to Pakistan and India� SLTs were considered safer 
than traditional smoking but a study of WHO in 2016 
showed rise in deaths around 8 million people per year 
by 2030, of which 80% belonging to low- and middle-
income countries� It was also considered as a source 
of transmitting COVID� The economic burden on 
developing countries in terms of tobacco was manifold� 
Pakistan ranked 24th in SLT prevalence countries 
and Karachi was the hub� A case study conducted on 
a largest public sector organization in Karachi saw 
utilization of SLTs majorly by non-teaching staff who 
mostly used chewed and moist form of SLT� Also, a 
survey of 296 participants showed 265 were male and 
31 female SLT users� The statistics also showed paan as 
the major prevalent product of SLT and niswar was a 
daily used product� She also mentioned that the study 
implicated 56�7% SLT users were of age group between 
25 - 44 years� Average daily expenditure was seen as 
PKR 72�9 or US$ 0�42 on paan and PKR 45�4 or US$ 0�26 
on pouch-based products. She concluded that effective 
policies were needed to address the issue�

Mr Asif Iqbal, Managing Director, Social Policy and 
Development Centre sharing his view on track and trace 
system and challenges in taxation of tobacco products 
said that initiative of e-stamping the cigarette packs was 
a step forward� It would help to separate the smuggled 
cigarettes and keep track of it from manufacturer to 
seller� He shared a study known as tobacconomics 
giving ‘Cigarette Taxing Score Card’, having score from 0 
to 5 and closer to 5 being best rating, in which Pakistan 
stood at 1�13, Sri Lanka at 3�63, Bangladesh at 2�63, Iran 
at 2 and India at 1�75 in 2020 ratings� This score was 
given based on cigarette prices, affordability chain, tax 
share and tax structure� He highlighted that Pakistan 
had the lowest price of a cigarette pack compared with 
regional countries� Also, average tax share of tobacco 
products to revenue was around 45% where 75% had 
been set as global benchmark by FCTC� He suggested 
that the sales tax should be increased heavily which 
remained stagnant during the last two fiscal years. The 

track and trace system should be vigilant to ensure the 
track from manufacturing to retail point�

Prof. Dr Sahana Shetiya Hedge from India in her 
presentation mentioned that Southeast Asia had the 
largest number of tobacco user children between 
the age of 13 - 15� She shared that Pune, India, had 
implemented COPTA to counter this menace� The 
amendments were made to ensure that there was no 
tobacco product sale within 200 meters premises of 
educational institutions� She said that the study results 

were not much encouraging but more enhanced 
approach was required�

Dr Nausheen Hamid, Parliamentary Secretary Health, 
said that 24 million of our population were smokers, 
whereas as 8�6% of total population used Smokeless 
Tobacco products� In Pakistan 161,000 people died every 
year from tobacco related diseases which was a great 
burden on the country’s health system� Talking about 
economic burden she added, we earned around PKR 
1�3 million in taxes implying that with the ongoing usage 
of tobacco, the revenues we earned were extremely 
low� Government had made a committee consisting 
of three members to make a ‘Health Levy’ system� She 
also added that tobacco cessation clinics had been 
opened for helping the smokers� Government was also 
implementing Tobacco Control Laws in 13 districts of 
Pakistan and would further expand it throughout the 
country�

Dr Zaruhi Grigorian in her presentation stated facts and 
figures relating to tobacco consumption in Armenia. 
According to her research, Armenia ranked as the second 
highest tobacco user country in Europe, where smoking 
prevalence stood at 51% in men and 1�8% in women 
between the ages of 18 - 69 years� She also highlighted 
that one smoker was found in 82% household and major 
second-hand exposure to children ages between 13 - 
15 years was found� She shared various laws that had 
been made but due to challenges like easy affordability 
and less effective public awareness, no major change 
was witnessed� She further added that tobacco was 
directly responsible for respiratory diseases� COVID-19 
also caused lung diseases complicating the patients’ 
health and contributed to COVID related deaths�

Dr Minhaj Us Siraj, Professor, Health Services Academy, 
in his concluding remarks highlighted a vital point that 
unfortunately, we were under great influence of the 
tobacco corporate giants, who held the position from 
buying us to burying us� Dr Siraj mentioned that for 
more than three decades we had been harvesting 
what we had sowed by giving permission to cultivate 
and produce tobacco leaves to the farmers who were 
producing other drugs� Pakistan Tobacco Company 
was a legal entity in the country� Tobacco users dug 
their own graves because that entity gave protection 
and security from the farmer to the seller of tobacco 
and the government control started where the pack 
of cigarette was in hands of the user� Despite 27 
amendments to 2002 Tobacco Control Ordinance, we 
had not been able to see any desired results, indicating 
the need for revision, he pointed out� In his comments 
on government’s ‘Health Levy’ strategy, he said it was 
considered to be a donor driven agenda� He said if we 
were keen to stop the prevalence of tobacco, we needed 
to take strict actions� WHO recommended developing 
countries to reduce tobacco prevalence by 30% till 
2025 and currently Pakistan was leading among the 23 
countries� In Islamabad, we started issuing licenses to 
the vendors through excise and taxation, with certain 
terms and conditions to meet a fee of PKR 3,000, he 
said� He emphasized on the need for concrete national 
policy to stop prevalence of smoking in Pakistan�
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Session B-7: 
COVID and Pakistan’s Poorest Rural Households – Lessons from Impact and Recovery of 
Pakistan’s Most Disenfranchised Families 
In collaboration with PPAF
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3pWaqCH

Moderator: Ms Ameena Ilahi, Country Director, Relief International, Pakistan
Chair: Ms Roshan Khurshid Bharucha, Member BoG, SDPI & Chairperson, PPAF & SOS Villages, Quetta, Pakistan
Speakers: 
• Mr Danyal Ahmed, Communications & Media Strategist, PPAF, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Ms Themrise Khan, Independent Researcher, Karachi, Pakistan
       Title: Labour Migration and Systemic Resilience: A Sending State’s Perspective from Pakistan
• Syed Hassaan Irfan, Visiting Lecturer, NDU, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Panel Organisers: Mr Danyal Ahmed & Ms Shaheera Jalil Albasit, PPAF & Mr Ahmed Khaver, SDPI
Report by: Ms Hira Khan Tariq, Bahria University, Islamabad, and Mr Ahmed Khaver, SDPI, Islamabad

Ms Ameena Ilahi formally started the session by 
introducing the respectable moderator and speakers� 
She explained that the session would focus on 
COVID and Pakistan’s Poorest Rural Households – 
Lessons from Impact and Recovery of Pakistan’s Most 
Disenfranchised Families� She commended Pakistan 
Government’s social safety programs and smart 
lockdowns to tackle and reduce economic and social 
impacts of COVID-19� She highlighted that the panel 
would address macroeconomic interventions by the 
government that could dilute the most overarching 
adverse impacts of COVID-19 on Pakistan’s poor and 
ultra-poor households� She shared some questions to 
be addressed by the panel: which employment sectors, 
including the informal street economy, required a 
particular increase in investment from the government 
to create a favourable macroeconomic environment? 
How should social protection programs revise their 
designs to support employment-, education-, health-, 
and food-specific needs of poor and ultra-poor 
households in a COVID impacted economy? 

Mr Danyal Ahmed said that COVID-19 poor households 
and households with low socio-economic conditions 
had suffered the most. Many people working in the 

informal sector and on daily wages had lost their jobs 
and income due to the necessary lockdown measures 
taken to contain the spread of the Pandemic� The 
prevalence of associated challenges was present in 
both rural and urban areas of Pakistan especially 
for the people working in the informal economy� He 
identified some of the impacts of COVID-19 on the lives 
of the marginal population and suggested the growth-
oriented policy measures to reconstruct the economy 
in the post-COVID era� He quoted that the President of 
the World Bank had claimed that the poverty effect of 
the Pandemic could be felt for the next 10 years� Ehsaas 
Emergency Cash Program was disbursed to deserving 
individuals� He highlighted that approximately 53% 
of households at the national level faced a reduction 
in income� He stated that almost half of the working 
population in the country was negatively affected due 
to closure of business with 37% losing their jobs or 
could not work and 12% faced reduction in in income� 
He went on to state that 10% households reported 
facing severe food insecurity and 30% households 
reported moderate food insecurity during the first 
wave of the Pandemic. He shared the findings from a 
survey conducted by the PPAF, which observed sectors 
of employment like agriculture and livestock, daily wage 
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worker, paid employment and own business/work that 
faced reduced incomes of 56%, 64%, 41% and 68% 
respectively due to COVID-19� 

Mr Danyal Ahmed stated that communities and 
households took specific measure to counter the 
economic impacts of COVID� For instance, to reduce 
expenditure incurred on food, 76% households resorted 
to buying cheaper food and 24% households reduced 
the number of meals they took in a day� Similarly, to limit 
expenses for education, 45% of households resorted to 
sending their children to less expensive schools while 

18% households stopped sending children to schools� 
As for health expenditures, 70% of households resorted 
to less expensive health services, with 21% avoiding 
treatment and 9% bought cheaper medicine� 

He stressed the need to strengthen the social 
protection measures for the marginalized which should 
go hand in hand with enhancing the income generation 
opportunities� Stronger social protection programs 
could help ease the worsened conditions of the poor 
and vulnerable, he said� Furthermore, right targeting, 
transparent enrolment, efficient and low-cost service 
delivery, and long-term financial sustainability were 
prerequisites to achieving poverty alleviation and 
social development� He urged the Government to fetch 
abundant financial resources for social protection to 
achieve long term financial stability. Social protection 
financing should be based on equitable financing 
relying on fair, sustainable, and diversified taxation 
systems, he said� 

The findings of the survey showed agriculture (and 
livestock) to be one of the most affected areas of 
employment during the COVID-19 Pandemic� Study 
indicated that though agriculture was a vulnerable 
area as market access was constrained during the 
Pandemic, it was also one with more opportunities 
for better recovery from economic shock� Therefore, 
Mr Danyal Ahmed suggested to focus more attention 
on ensuring that food supply chains were maintained 
during such times, and/or offer compensation for lost 
earnings to the farmers in such times of crises (through 
state-arranged income insurance policy for farmers, 
etc.) In the short run, it may be beneficial to identify the 
immediate season’s crops, and farmers could then be 
facilitated categorically to grow those crops, he opined�

This facilitation could come through easy credit 
availability and subsidized rates on a priority basis 
by means of different financial and not-for-profit 

institutions operating in Pakistan, which were focused 
on the provision of financial services and technical 
expertise to the agriculture sector, he highlighted� By 
introducing loan products, farmers could purchase 
agriculture machinery in order to free up agricultural 
labour in areas affected by movement restrictions, 
added Mr Danyal Ahmed�

Street Economy (SE,) he said, was based on the ongoing 
struggle of the poor to sustain their livelihoods in a harsh 
and difficult environment. It was an informal settlement 
between authorities and vulnerable population on 

the access to 
public space for 
running small-scale 
businesses in urban 
areas of Pakistan� 
Informal sector 
accounted for 
72% of Pakistan’s 
employment, more 
in rural areas (76%) 
than in urban 
areas (68%), he 

mentioned� The government needed to facilitate this 
sector and encourage the informal economy to enter 
into the formal economy� Lack of legal protection and 
organizational incoherence had made the street vendor 
community susceptible to local authorities’ frequent 
eviction campaigns� More vulnerable segments such as 
women, children, and refugee labourers usually bore a 
greater burnt of this exploitation, lamented Mr Danyal 
Ahmed� 

Ms Themrise Khan gave a brief on the effects of 
COVID-19 on labour migration, on labour migrants and 
their families in Pakistan� She shared her paper on a 
case study of systematic resilience� Pakistan was the 
second largest migrant sending country from South 
Asia after India, she highlighted� She said we had 11 
million people working overseas and sending a very 
high level of remittances every year� Majority of these 
overseas workers were labour migrants and were 
employed in low or medium scale jobs like construction� 
Cities of Sialkot and Gujranwala and KP province were 
leading in terms of providing the bulk of this labour 
migrant force, she mentioned� Around 90 to 95% 
people sent money back to Pakistan with pretty much 
no saving as they were the sole earners in their families� 
Furthermore, much of this force was stranded overseas 
and kept in dismal situations and thrown out of work� 
Government of Pakistan slowly but eventually brought 
back these labourers but could not provide them with 
any economic incentive or work� Hence such families 
were pushed into a poverty cycle, she lamented� 

Mr Syed Hassaan Irfan said that back in 2014 and 2015 
a student powered movement started off from LUMS. 
The whole idea was that the food should not be wasted, 
he mentioned. Different food banks in five different 
cities were established through which a few thousand 
people were fed daily� He emphasized that we needed 
to increase and upscale this pilot to feed and reach more 
and more population and food insecure communities� 
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Food philanthropy in the country received great 
backing form the population and we intended to use 
this emotion in the population to reach out to more 
people, he stated� 

Ms Roshan Khurshid Bharucha commended the 
studies and more specifically the food bank initiative 

being spearheaded by Mr Syed Hassaan Irfan� She 
lamented that the overseas labour migrants could 
have been treated and managed well and agreed 
with Ms Themrise Khan that poverty circle had indeed 
enveloped such labourers who were brought back� She 
also mentioned that the Ehsaan Program had been 
instrumental in reaching out to vulnerable households�

Session B-8: 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) amid COVID-19: Assessment of Loss, 
Relief and Recovery Policies, Coping Strategies, and the Way Forward
In collaboration with IDRC
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3yvZOhN

Moderators: Dr Vaqar Ahmed & Mr Maaz Javed, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Guest of Honour: Mr Knut Ostby, Regional Director, UNDP, Islamabad, Pakistan
Opening Remarks: Dr Anindya Chatterjee, Regional Director, IDRC, India
Speakers:
• Mr Faheem Sardar, Economist, The World Bank Pakistan
• Mr Muhammad Umer Saleem Bhatti, Section Officer WTO Wing, MoC, GoP
Technical Presentation: Mr Maaz Javed & Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Mr Maaz Javed & Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Ayesha Ilyas, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Anindya Chatterjee, Regional Director, IDRC, India, 
in his welcome remarks said that COVID-19 had exposed 
and deepened inequalities worldwide� IDRC conducted 
research projects relating to food and nutrition security 
response, impact on vulnerable populations, artificial 
intelligence for COVID response, etc� 

Dr Chatterjee said that the findings from the projects 
showed the impact of the Pandemic on the informal 
sector; during the lockdown women had to tend to 
unpaid household responsibilities, there was an issue 
of unequal distribution of responsibilities that also 
impacted their ability to do their paid jobs� People 
resorted to several coping strategies, including selling 
assets, and borrowing, which had significant negative 
impact on financial resilience. 

Dr Chatterjee suggested closely following government 
support programs including broadening of social 
security programmes, a few of them included the ones 
innovated by the government of Pakistan as well� He 
further remarked that the learnings from these studies 
would be very relevant and help putting together 
higher-level synthesis as we tried to recover from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic in a way that is clean and green 
and more equal�

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, in his 
presentation highlighted the problems faced during the 
IDRC research as the timeline of the research collided 
with the beginning of the second wave of the Pandemic 
during which, some issues of concern surfaced, 
including revenue loss by firms in comparison to the 
pre-Pandemic times, and other types of additional costs 
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that were faced by the firms during the lockdowns.

Sharing the findings of the research, Dr Ahmed said 
that almost 70% of the exporting firms, which were 
surveyed reported a negative impact due to the 
lockdowns, meaning an impact on 60% of the business 
activity while 10% of Pakistan’s SMEs reported a shift in 
customer demand during the Pandemic� He continued 
that there were also cash flow and working capital 

sustainability issues� The measures to deal with the 
cash flow challenges included temporary shutdown of 
operation, slashing volumes, layoffs and borrowing. 
Summarising his research findings, Dr Ahmed said that 
in comparison to Bangladesh, China, India, along with 
many other countries in the region, if one looked at the 
stringency index, Pakistan’s stringency was much lower, 
and the country was able to open the economic activity 
much more quickly� There were some unexplainable 
variants around which research was only emerging now 
but somehow the lower stringency helped, at least, the 
traditional sectors�

Mr Muhammad Umer Saleem Bhatti, Section Officer 
WTO Wing, MoC, GoP, said that there were around 5 
million SMEs in Pakistan, representing 90% businesses� 
Their GDP contribution was around 35% while they 
contributed 30% to Pakistan’s export and employing 
40% of Pakistan’s labour force�
 
Mr Bhatti said that a crucial factor was that these SMEs 
were mostly cash strapped, worldwide, and especially in 
the developing countries� Pakistan experienced around 
10-15% revenue loss in agricultural sector, 30-50% in 
manufacturing and 50-70% in the services sector in the 
early phase of the Pandemic� 

He continued that losing revenue means losing demand 
that resulted in layoffs, specially, for a sector already 
cash strapped� Around 50% MEs were expected to lose 
50% of their labour force during the period� Mr Bhatti 
concluded by saying that measures by the government 
such as extension in the validity of principal amount 
facility for SMEs; SBP’s announcement of 5 million SME 

at a reduced mark up; tax exemptions and similar other 
measures, helped reduce the layoffs.

Mr Faheem Sardar, Economist at the World Bank 
Pakistan, said that any organisation that had 
psychological and operational agility tended to adjust 
faster to a situation� Pakistan had close to 10 million SMEs 
and small traders in Pakistan, those SMEs were hardest 
hit and the best to adjust� These SMEs gave support 

to the big industries� 
He said that it was 
important that the 
voices of the SMEs 
reached the right 
quarters as they were 
asking for a holistic 
system and a full-
blown policy, that was 
healthy and nurturing� 
They needed lower 
rates, liquidity, access 
to other business and 
exports� 

Mr Sardar added that 
we also needed to 
allow SMEs to connect 
to each other more 
conveniently� ‘Knowing 
who to talk to and 

knowing when to talk to’, was important for the Small 
and Medium Enterprises� He further said that there was 
also a need for better media management� The way it 
threw out information affected psychology and created 
a frenzy, which harmed the small businesses� 

Mr Knut Ostby, Regional Director, UNDP Pakistan, in 
his special remarks at the panel said that the past two 
years had been extraordinary in terms of challenges as 
for the first time since 1990 the Human Development 
Index had dropped across the globe during this 
COVID-19 crises� SMEs, worldwide, had been impacted 
by the Pandemic due to supply and demands, cash 
availability, supply chains, etc�

Mr Ostby mentioned that Pakistan was able to reduce 
income parity by more than half during the 2001-2015 
period, but this progress went into a stalemate due 
to environmental catastrophes and other factors� The 
informal sector in Pakistan employed an estimated 27 
million people� The increase in unemployment would 
impact people across all sectors�

He commended the Government of Pakistan for doing 
a better job than many other governments across 
the world in managing the COVID-19 crises� Stating 
that they announced a relief package early in the 
pandemic, showing great commitment to reduce the 
effects. SMEDA helped SMEs to build their capacities 
in the digital marketing along with the Benazir Income 
Support Programme (BISP), which also helped filling the 
gap during COVID-19� 

Mr Ostby concluded by saying: “We are at a critical 
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moment to restore balance between people and 
environment, and we need to introduce more integrated 
solutions� We need to include people in concern to 
the planning and decision-making process� Focus on 
women and marginalised run SMEs to enhance their 
presence on the digital space and closing the digital 
divide for women and marginalised communities is the 
need of the hour�”

The panellists highlighted key policy recommendations 
during the session:
• Building the voices of SMEs: ‘Knowing who to talk to 

and knowing when to talk to’; Pakistan has close to 
10 million SMEs and small traders in Pakistan, it is 
important that their voices reach the right quarters

• Tailor made integrated solutions: Building back 
should be more inclusive while being greener�

• Connectivity: Pakistan needs to bring accessibility 
of SMEs to each other and to the government 
bodies� A holistic system to regulate (creating a 
specialised database) and connect SMEs to internal 
(their relevant provincial industries/ businesses 
departments) and external hubs� 

• Digital capacity building: Need to invest in digital 
capacity building in order to increase digital 
presence of small businesses, marginalised 
community’s and women-run SMEs�

• Contingency plans: Plan Bs should be in place to 
deal with the lasting impacts of the COVID, recovery 
need to have a more comprehensive approach� As 
a global community, find ways around phenomena 
like lockdown and travel bans with smart lockdowns, 
smart travel restrictions and developing better 
capacities�

Session B-9:
Building Back Better: A Roadmap for Sustainable and Inclusive Trade and Investment
In collaboration with ITC
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3EX3D1T

Moderator: Ms Huma Fakhar, CEO/Founder Map Capital & Soultana Rice, Lahore, Pakistan
Keynote Speaker:
• Mr Muhammad Sualeh Ahmad Faruqui, Federal Commerce Secretary, GoP
Opening Remarks: Dr Syed Tauqir Shah, National Project Coordinator, ReMIT, International Trade Centre (ITC), 
Islamabad, Pakistan
Concluding Remarks: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint ED, SDPI, Pakistan
Distinguished Panellists (In-person): 
• Mr Mike Nithavrianakis, UK Deputy High Commissioner to Pakistan
• Ms Fareena Mazhar, Federal Secretary, BOI, GoP
Distinguished Panellists (Online): 
• Dr Muhammad Saeed, Senior Adviser (Trade Facilitator), ITC, Geneva
• Ms Marion Jansen, Director Trade and Agriculture Directorate, OECD, Paris, France
• Ambassador Xiangchen Zhang, Deputy DG, WTO, Geneva, Switzerland
Panel Organizers:
Engr� Ahad Nazir, SDPI Pakistan, Mr Abdullah Khalid, SDPI Pakistan, and Mr Shoaib Zafar, ITC
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI
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Ms Huma Fakhar formally started the session by 
thanking and introducing the honourable panellists� 
The session was initiated by sharing some facts from the 
perspective of an exporter saying, ‘International trade 
is like a business card for a country’, unfortunately, 
our trade openness number was 138 out of 144, she 
lamented� Lesser trade opportunity meant lesser 
capacity for innovation, production, and investment 
in the people of the country� Sharing 2019 statistics 
regarding Pakistan being a textile exporter, exported 
11% whereas our competitors Vietnam, India and Sri 
Lanka produced 120%, 36%, and 24% respectively� The 
FDI brought to Pakistan helped only in the FMCG sector 
meaning investors benefited from our geographical 
location but did not invest in Pakistan�

Dr Syed Tauqir Shah appreciated the efforts of SDPI on 
the subject to exchange views and joint work ensuring 
the usage of mutual strength for inclusive growth� He 
shared how ITC through FCDO programs provided 
technical support to mainstream trade and especially 
Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) as ITC 

worked in 128 developing and less developing countries 
and contributed to efforts in achieving SDGs in the 
global south region� The severity of the current global 
economy as global GDP fell 4% last year and women-led 
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) reported losses 
of over 50% being smaller and informal� ITC research 
showed 1 in 5 SMEs on edge of closure as pandemic 
halted global trade and resulted in decrease by more 
than 20% in the year 2020� The Pandemic caused 500 
million people to lose jobs forcing 130 million people 
to live below the poverty line� This also caused a 20% 
increase in global public debt� Around the world, 
countries gave some 12�7 trillion US dollars boost to 
their economies� After this discussion, he said that 
we would be able to answer the question: ‘How do 
we empower small firms led by women and youth, so 
they become more resilient in the national and global 
economy?’

Mr Muhammad Sualeh Ahmad Faruqui highlighted 
various challenges brought by the Pandemic and at 
the same time how it created new opportunities and 
ways for global trade� The statistics of Pakistan’s export 
reflected 25.3 billion US dollars during last year and 

achieved 13 billion US-dollars mark from July 2020 to 
date� The steps were taken by the government ensuring 
recognition of over 90 Pakistani-made products from 
Pakistani basmati to sandals of Charsadda, from 
emeralds of Swat to ajrak of Sindh through GI laws� 
The efforts to exercise tariff rationalization led to 4,000 
tariff lines in the past two years. The government was 
ensuring growth of large-scale manufacturing with 
the use of modern technology and techniques� The 
government had laid the foundation of the ‘Transit and 
Trade Agreement’ with Uzbekistan as it was a gateway 
to reach out to Central Asian Countries� By end of 
2021, this agreement would be operational, he said, 
adding, and we are keen to provide traders with secure 
borders, trade routes, and efficient handling of cargo 
and shipment�

Ambassador Xiangchen Zhang described how WTO 
aided countries for dispute settlement and provided 
a mechanism for trade policy� Instead of services 
regulations, 67 countries that were responsible for 
90% of global services trade, signed a deal with WTO 

that focused on licensed and highly 
qualified service providers. According 
to research, this deal would provide 
benefit to small businesses in saving 
150 billion US dollars costs annually� 
WTO also assisted in investment in 
significant programs, aimed to reduce 
the uncertainty of investment in 
developing countries as a deal was 
made with Pakistan in 2017 in this 
regard� He endorsed and said what Dr 
Shah used to say during his service in 
Geneva i�e�, “Trade is an investment, 
and investment is trade”� The aim 
was to help the developing or less 
developing countries to prosper in the 
trade sector while finding solutions 
to cope with fossil fuels and plastic 

pollution� The WTO also provided safer policies and 
advanced technologies for the capacity building of 
MSMEs� He said the WTO was working on four key areas 
that consisted of:
• Risk awareness on the linkage between trade and 

agenda�
• Facilitating its members on the trade agenda�
• Generating data on impacts of trade on women 

traders�
• Training of government officials, women traders, 

and entrepreneurs� 

Ms Marion Jansen gave a brief introduction of OECD 
and its goal to build better policies for better lives� 
Though Pakistan was not a member of OECD, we are 
working with Pakistan in the area of trade facilitation, 
covered by our trade program, shared the speaker� 
She admired Pakistan’s progressive approach for using 
advanced, simplified, and harmonized rules, ease of 
border trade, considered as key factors in expanding 
trade� OECD also appreciated Pakistan’s position on 
taxation and suggested Pakistan make a deal with OECD 
‘Trade, Tax Deal’ along with the current 236 members� 
This would help earn 150 million dollars in tax revenue 
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annually� A dataset on industrial subsidies and stimulus 
given by countries to recover the economy and level 
playing fields in different countries was also available 
to the counties for knowledge� We believe to build back 
together, she said, adding we needed to focus on trade 
which required helping governments, to derive inter-
disciplinary agenda that would make environmental, 
social, and economic policies more coherent� 

Ms Fareena Mazhar raised the importance of inclusive 
investment policies to enhance women-led businesses 
and defined the role of BOI for friendly and sustainable 
policy making� Sharing some indicators from ILO 
she said that by 2022, 900 million people would 
be contributing at subsistence level and would be 
entering the mainstream as producers, manufacturers, 
consumers, and that the government wanted to give 
equal opportunity without gender discrimination� 
FDI led to economic growth and encouraged FDI 
government intervention in establishing a fair platform 
for investors and rules such as legal framework, 
stipulating minimum wage, and collaboration with the 
private sector, shared the speaker�

Mr Mike Nithavrianakis welcomed representation 
from organizations like WTO, ITC, OECD, MOTC, BOI, 
and SDPI for a healthier discussion covering every 
aspect and concluding beneficial recommendations. 
Besides the Pandemic, Pakistan was unable to reach its 
potential and had performed below par in trade among 
its counterparts as the UK was aware of Pakistan’s 
potential as the third-largest investor in the country, 
he said� The country needed to incorporate other 
sectors besides textiles and form a trade relation with 

Afghanistan and India� Unfortunately, lack of 50% of 
the potential i�e�, women’s participation was one of the 
hurdles in growth, he said�

Dr Muhammad Saeed talked about the dedication 
of ITC to support the competitiveness in MSMEs� The 
Pandemic had affected production and employment 
sectors� The cause of major setbacks to MSMEs was 
their inflexible supply chains and access to limited 
liquidity. Globally 92% of SMEs were affected by the 
Pandemic. According to statistics, 72% of firms reported 
a reduction in revenue, 52% of firms exported less than 
normal, 7% of firms stopped exporting, and 11% of firms 
exported more than normal including medical-related 
exports� In today’s world conversion from traditional to 
digital ways in trading was necessary to prosper in the 
trade sector�

Dr Vaqar Ahmed in his concluding remarks thanked all 
the honourable guests for their leadership and said that 
we are blessed to have three seasoned bureaucrats 
and three senior members of reputable organizations 
in this session� The highest level of investment this year 
and the start of revolutionization in trade was a positive 
sign for the country� Recognition by the international 
forums like Forbes and Bloomberg reporting high pace 
of freelancing by the youth of KP showed our potential, 
he pointed out� To keep on this upward track focusing 
on inclusion of provinces, research-based actions, and 
hearing the voices of the SMEs and what facilities they 
lacked should be addressed� For this purpose, local 
government bodies system could play a vital role, 
concluded Dr Ahmed�

Session B-10: 
Impact of COVID-19 on Progress towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
South Asia: Challenges and Way Forward for Regional Cooperation
In collaboration with UNESCAP-SSWA
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3pYFL7V

Chair: Mr Riaz Fatyana, MNA & Convener Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs, GoP
Moderator: Dr Rajan Sudesh Ratna, Deputy Head, UNESCAP-SSWA, New Delhi, India
Opening Remarks: Mr Adnan Aliani, Director, UNESCAP-SSWA, New Delhi, India, and Dr Abid Q� Suleri, SDPI, 
Pakistan
Speakers:
• Dr Lutfi Rahimi, Head of Research, Biruni Institute, Afghanistan
• Dr Fahmida Khatun, ED, CPD, Bangladesh 
• Mr Wangchuk Namgay, CPC, Development Cooperation Division, GNHC, Bhutan
• Dr Nagesh Kumar, Director, ISID, India
• Dr Sabyasachi Saha, Associate Professor, RIS, India
• Ms Athifa Ibrahim, Managing Partner, EPIC Consulting, Maldives
• Dr Posh Raj Pandey, Chairman, SAWTEE, Nepal
• Dr Abid Q� Suleri, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Dushni Weerakoon, ED, IPS, Sri Lanka
Panel Organisers: Dr Rajan Ratna, Ms Swayamsiddha Panda, UNESCAP; Ms Imrana Niazi & Ms Tayyaba Hanif, 
SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Aiman Khan, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi 

Ms Imrana Niazi, Senior Coordinator, SDC Unit, SDPI, 
welcomed and introduced the esteemed guests� For 
opening remarks, Mr Adnan Aliani, Director of UNESCAP-
SSWA, Bangkok was invited� He said that South Asia 
was critical in global attainment of SDGs where it 

continued to lag in all 17 goals� Though a good progress 
had been made in few goals like goal 1, 3 and 15, the 
pace of progress was quite slow� The UNESCAP report 
on Achieving the SDGs in South Asia of 15 November 
2021 prescribed a 5-point action agenda for South Asia, 
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which if implemented could double their GDP by 2030� 
The action plan included sustaining growth through 
economic diversification, raising investment in health 
and education sector, reducing inequality, ensuring 
food security and sustainable agriculture, and investing 
in clean energy and environment sustainability� 
Furthermore, regional cooperation was needed to fill 
education and R&D gaps� 

Dr Abid Q. Suleri from SDPI was then invited to share 
his opening remarks� Dr Suleri said that we were not 
sure of the variants of COVID-19, and with the quickly 
changing situation one could say that a single country 
could not control this Pandemic, therefore regional 
cooperation was needed to combat this� He further 
emphasized on the need to extend cooperation to the 
Afghan people in this difficult time and suggested to 
initiate humanitarian policies in Afghanistan without 
supporting the Taliban administration� 

Mr Riaz Fatyana, MNA & Convener Parliamentary 
Taskforce on SDGs, GoP, while chairing the session 
said that due to COVID-19, the progress on SDGs 
had been affected mainly in goals related to poverty, 
hunger and education due to resource constraints and 
lockdowns� He recommended that the government and 
parliamentarians should sit together to share expertise 
and experiences in South Asia on working of UN agenda 
because this Agenda was not some common agenda 
but a human agenda�

The session moderation was then formally handed over 
to Dr Rajan Sudesh Ratna, Deputy Head, UNESCAP-
SSWA, New Delhi, India, who invited the first speaker 
Dr Lutfi Rahimi, Head of Research at Biruni Institute, 
Afghanistan� Dr Rahimi said that Afghanistan faced 
two shocks, the Taliban takeover, and the COVID-19 
Pandemic� The SDGs progress was being carried out at 
a good pace in the first decade, as the SDG agenda was 
nationalized, ministries were mandated to incorporate 
the agenda within their policies and significant 
progress was made in their achievement as per capita 
was doubled, life expectancy increased by over nine 
years, along with an increase in number of students 
[in schools]� But COVID emerged as a shock for the 
country as the economy plunged into a deep recession, 
poverty and inflation increased and these numbers, 

as estimated by the UNDP, seemed to have worsened 
because of the government shift in Afghanistan which 
had confused the structure of progress of these goals� 

Dr Fahmida Khatun, ED, CPD Bangladesh, talked about 
the impact of COVID-19 and restrictions it imposed 
on human lives and economic activity� Dr Khatun said 
that the studies showed that in this global Pandemic, 
Bangladeshi people faced employment and wage losses, 
businesses shutdowns, resource constraints, increased 
inflation, inequality, and poverty as a number of new 
poor ranged from 1�5% to 2�5%� In the perspective 
of the SDGs, she said that the social, economic and 
environment goals had been affected as COVID revealed 
how inadequate health and education sectors were, 
with only 5�6% of households having access to online 
education in Bangladesh� Furthermore, the girl child 
marriages had increased drastically too which further 
affected the goals related to maternal health and child 
mortality� At the environmental level, the CO2 emissions 
had declined with the decrease in economic activity but 
were not enough to solve the climate change problems 
thus the danger of global warming still prevailed� 

Mr Wangchuk Namgay, CPC at Development 
Cooperation Division, GNHC, Bhutan, in his presentation 
said that COVID-19 had affected all the major economic 
indicators negatively mainly the tourism, construction 
and agriculture sector of Bhutan, for which many 
mitigation steps had been undertaken in the form of 
relief funds and various fiscal and monetary operations. 
Mr Namgay added that the Bhutan Government had 
implemented the 12th Five-Year Plan which would 
recover the economic indicators and SDG goals� 
Explaining the need for regional cooperation, he said 
that multilateral financial institutions should continue 
their financial support programs. Furthermore, he said 
that proper regional recovery plan should be created to 
prepare ourselves for such shocks in the future�

Dr Nagesh Kumar, Director, ISID, India congratulated 
SDPI on the successful running of the SDC over the 
years and how the Conference had established itself as 
a major event in South Asia over the years� Dr Kumar 
started his presentation by saying that the economy 
of India had been affected like any other country and 
had faced severe decline in major economic and social 
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indicators but with the government support programs, 
the Indian economy had faced K-shaped recovery rather 
than a V-shape one where some sectors had performed 
very well like e-commerce and digital economy, but 
some had not recovered yet like tourism, hotels, etc� He 
suggested that fiscal support programs must continue 
in India and all other South Asian countries until the 
economy was back on track� He commented that as 
the size of public expenditures had been expanded, 
the progress of SDGs was hurdled� For this purpose, we 
needed to increase our spendings in the health sector, 
reduce the gaps in social and physical infrastructure, 
find jobs for everyone, and expand the social protection 
coverage, he stressed� 

Dr Sabyasachi Saha, Associate Professor, RIS, India, 
presented that all countries had been affected by the 
global Pandemic thus facing a sharp decline in SDG 
goals achievement but this could be overcome by 
financial inclusions, supporting SMEs and increased 
investment in R&D along with mutual coordination in 
this sector as knowledge sharing through joint learning 
could help in completion of SDGs� 

Ms Athifa Ibrahim, Managing Partner, EPIC Consulting, 
Maldives, said that this Pandemic had been the biggest 
shock to our economy as GDP declined, poverty rate 
increased from 2�9% to 7�6% in years 2019 to 2021 
respectively, share of tourism and exports dropped, 
unemployment increased along with the income loss 
faced by many households� Ms Ibrahim continued that 
COVID-19 affected the mental wellbeing of almost all, 
increased the reported cases of domestic violence 
and child abuse in Maldives� Highlighting the regional 
coordination, she presented that during this Pandemic, 
Government of Maldives had to rely on other regions 

for financial assistance where SAARC members 
specifically Pakistan and India helped the country. She 
recommended that policies related to health sector, 
water and sanitation, education of all should be initiated 
to help in betterment of SDGs achievement�

Dr Posh Raj Pandey, Chairman, SAWTEE, Nepal, 
presented that COVID-19 affected Nepal directly like 
every other country as the economic growth of the 
country declined and became negative during 2020, 
capital expenditures declined, debt increased, poor 
population increased, and one-fourth of labour force 
lost their jobs as only 4.1% of the firms were working 
during this period� Explaining further, Dr Pandey 
said that despite the contraction in economy, the 

remittances inflow increased. Focusing on SDGs, the 
poverty related goal, food security, health, employment, 
and equality related goals had been affected negatively 
because of this global Pandemic� He presented that 
the government employed many monetary and fiscal 
mitigation measures, and were expected to better the 
economy of Nepal with the resolution of some issues 
like resource constraints, inequality, settlement of 
newly poor population, etc� 

Dr Dushni Weerakoon, ED IPS, Sri Lanka said that 
experiences and challenges of one country were a 
lesson for another and finding the exit strategies from 
this Pandemic was a question these days� Highlighting 
the impact on economy, she said that growth process 
had declined, inequities had increased causing more 
unemployment, and inflation had increased mostly from 
food sector which made the low-income households 
more vulnerable� Dr Weerakoon further said that 
the infected ones were increasing again, and the 
highly skilled people were benefitting from advanced 
resources while many developing countries were 
facing the issue of less donor assistance� South Asian 
partnership had been beneficial during this Pandemic, 
but as a region we still had not spoken out about the 
issue of vaccine equity as availability of vaccines to all 
was a global issue because many developing countries 
were not receiving complete dosage� 

Thanking the esteemed panellists, Dr Rajan Sudesh 
Ratna and Dr Abid Q. Suleri shared formal closing 
remarks� Dr Ratna mentioned that the South Asia 
Network on the SDGs (SANS), established by UNESCAP 
South and South-West Asia office in partnership with 
leading think-tanks from South Asia including SDPI, 
had been an effective platform for sharing knowledge 

and policy experiences 
on implementation of the 
SDGs� He continued that 
SANS embodied the firm 
commitment of its partners to 
utilise the potential of regional 
cooperation for sustainable 
development� Discussions 
facilitated by the Network had 
shown that huge opportunities 
existed for furthering regional 
cooperation in South Asia 
in the areas such as market 

integration through enhanced cross-border trade and 
investments, development of transport and energy 
connectivity, and increasing economic and technical 
cooperation to address shared vulnerabilities such 
as climate change induced disasters� Dr Ratna added 
that SANS would continue to develop itself and serve 
as an important catalyst for the pursuit of regional 
cooperation for the SDGs� 

Dr Abid Q� Suleri in his closing remarks highlighted that 
the possibility of a K-shaped recovery, exacerbating 
existing inequalities, was a serious threat to the ideal 
of ‘leaving no one behind’, however, one of the main 
messages from the COVID-19 Pandemic had been that 
the subregional countries had realised that ignoring 
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social sector development was no longer an option� 
The role of think tanks in supporting initiatives on 
social sector development to reduce inequalities 
within and across the subregional countries was 

extremely important in this regard� Dr Suleri expressed 
optimism in continuing the joint efforts of SANS partner 
organisations for promoting sustainable development 
through evidence-based research and advocacy�       

Session B-11: 
The Digital Economy: An Opportunity for Decent Work and Economic Growth
In knowledge partnership with IDS, UK
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3oWFNhj

Chair: Mr Haroon Sharif, Former Chairperson, Board of Investment (BOI), GoP
Special Remarks: 
• Dr Muhammad Jahanzeb Khan, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, GoP
• Mr Pervaiz Iftikhar, Member, PM’s Task Force on IT and Telecom, International Consultant on ICT Policy and 

Regulations, Islamabad 
Speakers:
• Ms Rabia Tabassum, Senior Research Associate, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Ms Stephanie Choo, Social Affairs Officer, ESCAP, New Delhi Office, India
• Dr Arslan Tariq Rana, Assistant Professor, UCP, Lahore, Pakistan
• Dr Karishma Banga, Research Fellow, IDS, UK
Panel Organizers: Dr Shafqat Munir, Ms Rabia Tabassum, Mr� Muhammad Awais, SDPI, and, Dr Karishma Banga, 
IDS
Report by: Mr Ubaid ur Rehman, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr Haroon Sharif, Former Chairperson, Board of 
Investment (BOI), GOP mentioned that most innovations 
in Pakistan in the digital space had come from small to 
medium size companies� In recent years, Pakistan had 
seen a large number of services such as cash transfers 
using digital technologies� However, a major gap existed 
in the upscale of an efficient digital economy. What had 
been observed from the economies leading in this area 
was an increased investment for the skill and capacity 
building from efficiency based regime to knowledge-
based regime� This led to better jobs and economic 
growth� To reach out to marginalized communities, we 
needed to invest in the infrastructure, he emphasized� 

Mr Pervaiz Iftikhar, Member, PM’s Task Force on IT 

and Telecom, International Consultant on ICT Policy 
and Regulations, highlighted that the Pandemic was 
an opportunity for the growth of digital economy, but 
unless it was properly exploited, it would not yield 
any fruitful results which was very much the case in 
Pakistan� Telecommunication was the foundation 
on which everything ran, including the internet 
and infrastructure� Unless an infrastructure for 
telecommunication was in place, neither the SMEs 
could reach expected heights, nor startups could grow� 
He mentioned that according to a report of the UNDP 
which ranked internet infrastructure across the world, 
Pakistan was placed at 164th position from a total of 
192 countries� The network readiness index which was 
launched in the late 2021 placed Pakistan in the 97th 
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position out of 130 countries� 

In optic fibre penetration, Pakistan was the lowest in the 
region, which led to low bandwidth and consequently 
issues in the digital economy� The spectrum allocated 
in Pakistan (released by the government) to wireless 
operators was less than all the regional countries, 
including Afghanistan. Long term benefits of the digital 
economy in Pakistan were ignored and therefore, the 
opportunity being talked about needed significant 
contributions from both the public and private sectors�

Dr Muhammad Jahanzeb Khan, Deputy Chairman, 
Planning Commission, GoP, through his video message, 
highlighted that digital transformation had transformed 
the world in the last decade and Pakistan had also been 
trying to get benefits of the digital economy. In the past 
years, Pakistan had been enabled to have 3G and 4G 
band services and the number of subscribers had also 
increased from 81 million to almost 100 million� Several 
projects relevant to Knowledge Economy Projects 
(KEPs) had been implemented to fill the critical areas 
of the gap where we needed to invest more� However, 
Pakistan still needed to have an efficient collaboration 

of stakeholders to reinforce the work government was 
trying to do� 

While highlighting the challenges, he mentioned that 
there were significant disruptions in the labour market 
that must be overcome for the digital economy to create 
valuable opportunities� This required transformation, 
and it needed to be managed in a proper way� 
Employment opportunities in the digital economy 
needed to be available for the more marginalized 
areas in terms of the global outlook� As a way forward, 
he highlighted that the provision of electricity in the 
relevant areas must be ensured while the cultural 
shift and behavioural technologies to harvest these 
opportunities also needed to be mobilized� The 
government had an understanding of opportunity but 
concrete transformation policy shift was not visible� 
Its working is more of a facilitative mode through the 
banking sector, he pointed out� 

Ms Rabia Tabassum, Senior Research Associate, 
SDPI, initially discussed the growing policy interest 
of Pakistan in the backdrop of E-Commerce Policy of 

Pakistan, 2019, E-SME program under E-Commerce 
Policy, and Digital Pakistan Policy� While highlighting the 
evolving digital landscape of Pakistan, she mentioned 
the advancements in the telecom sector in the form of 
3G/4G services, an increase in broadband subscribers 
from 2% to 30% in the past five years, and an 89% 
increase in E-Commerce transactions in the past two 
years� Pakistan was the 46th largest E-Commerce 
market which observed a 35% increase in the first 
quarter of 2021� However, Pakistan had a long way to go 
into the E-commerce market� The major challenge lay in 
the lack of technical knowledge, financial constraints, 
E-payment issues, logistics, capacity and willingness to 
adopt, tax burdens, absence of data protection laws, 
consumer protection issues, and lack of access to the 
internet and digital devices� 

Ms Stephanie Choo, Social Affairs Officer, UNESCAP, 
discussed the prospects of empowering women for 
the digital economy in Pakistan and mentioned that 
as compared to other regions, the gender inequality 
concerns in the Asia Pacific region, particularly for 
“employment to population” ratio was very high� By 
advancing gender equality, Pakistan can add $30 

billion to annual GDP or 7% above the 
business as usual scenario by advancing 
gender equality� Ms Choo mentioned that 
COVID-19 had accelerated the digitalization 
of the economy with increased jobs and 
business opportunities� Digital inclusion as 
an enabler could further mobilize access to 
financial services, jobs, market and revenue 
opportunities, education, health, and other 
basic services� As a way forward for Pakistan, 
there was a need to equip women with digital 
skills and develop digital platforms that target 
female entrepreneurs� 
Dr Arslan Tariq Rana, Assistant Professor, 
UCP, Lahore, discussed social clauses in 
free-trade agreements which may act as 
an efficient tool to improve the labour 

standards� He highlighted that recently Regional Trade 
Agreements (RTAs) had started incorporating social 
clauses such as market regulations, however, all clauses 
were not equal� While some contained merely political 
commitments, others contained striving mechanisms 
for enforceability of commitments� These may include 
sanctions and trade restrictions in the event of 
derogating from commitments� 

Dr Arslan Tariq also highlighted the study he had 
recently conducted, which analyzed the effects of labour 
provisions on two dimensions i.e., ratification of ILO 
conventions, and violations of labour standards� The 
study revealed that legally binding labour provisions 
increased the number of ILO ratifications. However, 
significant differences were not observed regarding the 
number of violations of these standards� In contrast, 
the labour provisions, including strong cooperation 
mechanisms and dispute settlement mechanisms 
decreased the number of violations of international 
labour standards� 

Dr Karishma Banga, Research Fellow, IDS, UK, discussed 
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the digital trade policies for inclusive developments in 
Pakistan based on the lessons learnt from South-South 
trade agreements� Dr Banga highlighted that COVID-19 
had delivered a positive shock to digital connectivity, 
particularly through fixed broadband. However, this 
was more likely to benefit the developed countries 
having better infrastructure and widespread access to 
internet services� In developing countries, the access 
to fixed broadband still remained low, and the surge in 
internet demand came at the cost of the overall decline 
in broadband speeds� 

Through her research, she highlighted that the most 
common digital trade provision in SS trade agreements 
was that on data protection typically related to the 
protection of personal data or data privacy of any 

kind (23%)� The second most common digital trade 
provision was the digital trade facilitation of the 60 SS 
trade agreements, 25% recognized the importance of 
promoting E-commerce, while 21% actually included a 
provision on electronic authentication and electronic 
signatures on the digital certificates. Her research 
further highlighted that there was a need to put a 
larger focus on building national digital capacity, data 
processing capacity, and data intelligence capacity� 
Further, there was a need to address the issues around 
data protection and privacy, followed by electronic 
trade facilitation and consumer protection� Challenges 
faced by MSMEs and women in E-commerce uptake 
must be addressed, and there must be capacity building 
for data collection, storage, and processing to upgrade 
the existing global value chain� 

Session B-12: 
Climate Change and Health Risks 
(The New Norms of Global Health: How Climate Change Affects Health Risks in LMICs)
In collaboration with The Aga Khan University
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3yrTc44

Chair:  Ms Rukhsana Naveed, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Climate Change, GoP
Moderator: Prof. Dr Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, Aga Khan University (AKU), Karachi, Pakistan
Welcome Remarks: Ms Uzma T� Haroon, Director SDC Unit, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers: 
• Prof� Dr Anthony Costello, Director, University College London (UCL) IGH, UK
• Dr Marina Romanello, Research and Data Lead, Lancet Climate Countdown, UK
• Dr Razia Safdar, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Prof� Dr Zafar Fatmi, Section Lead, AKU, Karachi, Pakistan
• Mr Haris Majeed, PhD Candidate, University of Toronto, Canada
Panel Organizers: Prof. Dr Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, Mr Asghar Ali & Ms Diana McKay, AKU, Dr Fareeha Armughan and 
Linta Noor, SDPI, Islamabad
Report by: Engr� Syed Faisal Shah, U�S�-Pakistan Center for Advanced Studies in Energy (USPCAS-E), UET Peshawar

Prof. Dr Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, Founding Director of the 
Institute of Global Health and Development at the 
Aga Khan University, set the scene for the session 
on Climate Change and Health Risks� He explained 
that the pillars of the Institute of Global Health and 
Development were very much aligned with the focus 
of the session – i�e�, SDGs, and within those include 
climate change, environment, and health as well as the 
linkages between agriculture, food security and human 
nutrition, issues of women and children’s health, gender 
equity and humanitarian emergences�

Ms Uzma T. Haroon, as Director of the SDC Unit at SDPI, 
welcomed all the guests in the panel and audience 
of the session� She mentioned that the Aga Khan 
University was an esteemed partner for the session 
on Climate Change and Health Risks� She said that we 
looked forward to hearing how partners in sustainable 
development could work with other global and local 
organizations to mount a programme of research, 
education and coordinated action� 

Ms Rukhsana Naveed said that Pakistan had been 
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suffering due to 173 extreme weather events from 
2000 to 2019 which had placed Pakistan in the global 
ranking of 8th to climate threat� Climate change had 
direct consequences on social and environmental 
determinants of health� The already severe impacts of 
climate change on human health were likely to increase 
exponentially as the issue of climate change got worse� 
She said that the key issues arising due to climate change 
included floods, droughts, heatwaves, and air pollution 
which resulted in water and food insecurity� There was a 
need to not only review the existing policy interventions 
for health and climate change but align those in the 
emerging context of sustainable development goals� 
She further recommended that there was a need to 

work on following areas with an aim to strengthen 
climate resilient health system within Pakistan� Health 
information system needed to be developed in order 
to enhance monitoring of climate sensitive diseases 
and to enable the climate risk vulnerability assessment� 
Climate education needed to be prioritized in medical 
institutions in order to train the medical personnel 
about the health risks of climate change� 

Dr Marina Romanello said that despite strong growth 
in renewable energy in countries with a very HDI, 
the carbon intensity of the global energy system had 
seen an average annual decline of 0�6% which was not 
compatible with meeting the ambitions of the Paris 
Agreement� She added that the COVID-19 recovery also 
presented an unprecedented opportunity for a better 
future� We could enjoy economic and environmental 
sustainability, better health, and reduced inequalities� 
There was a need for the governments to ensure 
sustainable energy access to communities living off-
grid in order to save them from the impacts of indoor 
air pollution� She focused on world leaders to commit 
to urgent actions and act together to ensure that no 
person is left behind� 

Dr Anthony Costello said that the world was not on 
track to reach SDG6 - safe drinking water and sanitation 
for all� The world would not have enough water to 
meet demand by 2030� The climate crisis was a water 
crisis, and the effects of climate change were being 
felt through water as higher temperatures led to more 
droughts, floods, and rainfall variability. Water was 
essential in preventing the spread of COVID-19 and 
facilitating the world recovery� 

The future for 2�4 billion children was under 
unprecedented threat� We could, across the world, 

make better choices, Dr Costello stressed� Children 
in All Policies (CAP2030) worked to centre children’s 
health and well-being in all policies in order to ensure 
an equitable and sustainable future� He recommended 
that women and children must be placed at the centre 
of SDGs and the climate response� The cost of inaction 
and the financing gap had to be addressed and there 
was a need to get this into cabinets instead of just into 
the health ministries� Heads of state and government 
must take leadership and have a long-term view� 
Coordinated multi-sectorial policies for children were 
needed across governments� Women and children 
must be involved in decisions about their current and 
future well-being� He recommended that there was a 

need to adopt new protocols to 
the UN Convention on the rights 
of the child to regulate against 
environmental and commercial 
harm to children� 

Dr Razia Safdar said that the four 
main areas of climate change 
which impacted the human health 
included rising temperatures, 
rising sea level, extreme weather 
events and increase in the CO2 
level� Our health care system 

needed to be more environmentally sustainable 
and climate resilient, she said� There were four main 
components of the health care system which were 
more vulnerable and included human resource, water 
sanitation, infrastructure, and energy� Due to shortage 
and breaks of energy, our health care system resulted 
in losses which contributed to loss of human life� There 
was a need for clean and specifically solar energy in 
the way of health care facilities to protect the loss of 
vaccine and medicine�  She further recommended to 
inform the data and vulnerability assessment� There 
was a need for good governance in terms of inter-
departmental and inter-ministerial coordination� In 
all policies there needed to be health centred climate 
action and the government must listen to the health 
community and prescribe urgent climate actions� 
Special focus on awareness, capacity building and focus 
on occupational safety of health workforce on climate 
risks and vulnerabilities along with social protection was 
required� An observatory type mechanism needed to 
be created which would enable continued support to all 
relevant stakeholders in research and implementation 
of climate change and health adaptation plan for 
creation of resilient health system�
 
Dr Zafar Fatmi said that it was evident from our 
fundamental knowledge of epidemiology that the 
environmental factors were closely linked with 
infectious diseases� He said that climate change was 
a meta-health problem underlying numerous other 
problems and pushing the normal pathways of disease 
development and distribution� He further added that 
vector-borne diseases, water and food-borne diseases 
and sexually transmitted diseases were sensitive to 
climate change� Climate change was a big threat to 
increase the incidence and prevalence of communicable 
diseases� In order to prevent infectious diseases, there 
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was a need to take certain adaptive measures which 
included assessment of vulnerabilities, evidence-based 
adaptation, disaster preparedness and reducing carbon 
footprint� The government must train and educate the 
people and health workforce in order to prevent the 
spread of infectious diseases� 

Mr Haris Majeed while talking about the effects of 
climate change on stunting and wasting in children of 
Pakistan said that both were associated with increased 
mortality risk, along with macronutrient deficiencies 
and intrauterine growth restriction� Some other risk 

factors of stunting and wasting include prenatal factors, 
genetics, inadequate diets, poor parental education, 
and repeated episodes of disease� He said that there 
was a continued need to understand the magnitude 
and directions of associations between these climate 
variables and stunting/wasting in low-income countries 
in the medium to long-term� He further suggested that 
there was an urgent need to understand the future 
implications of climate change on children’s health in 
order to ensure an inclusive sustainable future� There 
was a need to continue investment on other direct and 
indirect nutritional interventions� 

Evening Plenary 3.1: 
Gender Inclusive Development amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic 
In conversation with Senator Sherry Rehman
Video Link: https://bit�ly/30qx79o

Moderator: Syed Wasif Ali Naqvi, SDPI, Pakistan
Welcome Remarks / Moderator:  Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, Pakistan
Guest of Honour: Senator Sherry Rehman, Jinnah Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
Plenary Organizers:Mr Syed Wasif Ali Naqvi, Mr Naimat Wazir, and Mr Moazzam Bhatti, SDPI, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Pakistan

Mr Syed Wasif Ali Naqvi formally started the session 
by thanking and introducing the honourable guest and 
handed over the session to Dr Abid Q� Suleri for the 
formal moderation of the session�

Dr Abid Q. Suleri while welcoming the participants 
joining in-person and online said it was a pleasure to host 
this plenary for Senator Sherry Rehman� Dr Suleri’s also 
introduced Senator Rehman’s book, ‘Womansplaining: 
Navigating Activism, Politics and Modernity in Pakistan’, 
an anthology of thought-provoking essays, and which 
inspired SDPI to organise the session at the 24th SDC�
Dr Suleri explained the theme of the Twenty-fourth 
SDC and said as we had to go through the transitions 
in this Pandemic and at the same time think about 
how to achieve our goals by leaving no one behind� An 
important segment of our community were women 

and girls and we had to take them along in our journey 
towards the betterment of society as they represented 
51% of the total population� Dr Suleri further added that 
the discussion would provide us with more knowledge 
and broaden our thinking perspective�

Senator Sherry Rehman thanked for the opportunity 
and choosing a timely and deserved topic which was 
otherwise neglected� She mentioned that impacts of 
every crisis were never gender neutral� Most of the 
dehumanizing effects of discrimination did not make 
it to the headlines and women suffering were mainly 
put behind the curtains in the name of honour by 
respective families� Indo-Pak continent was majorly 
hit by the extreme acts of barbarity towards women� 
We needed to examine our directions and what were 
we doing wrong? She added that unfortunately the 
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attitude of our society was to take matters in our own 
hands which was a very horrendous act, and it should 
be discouraged� Senator Sherry Rehman commended 
Dr Abid Suleri for continuing to raise voice for women 
and giving it as much importance as climate change and 
other issues raised in the Conference� She further added 
that the panic and anxiety due to lockdowns resulted 
in more violence and the frustration being transferred 
onto the weaker segments of the society� Senator 
Rehman said that Pakistan had a stated population 
growth of 2�4% and as population acted as multiplier 

for other social and economical deficits, making it 
the single largest inducer on infrastructure, declining 
jobs, and diminishing resources� In her speech she 
mentioned that every eight minutes a new-born came 
into this world, and we were incapable of providing the 
proper infrastructure, resources, jobs, and basic life 
needs� She pointed out that we desperately needed 
to upgrade our food system as 60% of Pakistan’s was 
now food insecure, upgrade our reproduction health 
facility system as well, as 48% women lacked health 
care and reproduction health knowledge and female 
mortality in Pakistan was extremely high� She said that 
according to a dataset, only 55% women had access 
to health care and that was also disrupted due to 
lockdown� She emphasized on having a law that should 
be implemented allowing girls to be at least 18 years 
of age to be married and bear children as every hour a 
woman died in childbirth due to lack of facilities� In her 
speech she mentioned that a large number of youth 
entered into the job market� In Pakistan women were 
subject to the outcome of every problem which arose� 
According to a UNICEF report, women and girls globally 
spent 200 million hours every day in rural and urban 
systems collecting water� While commenting on water 
issue she said only 20% of whole country had access to 
clean water while rest of the population used industrial, 
contaminated and sewerage mixed water� Our per 
capita usage of water was the highest in the world and 
we wasted it by considering it as an endless resource 
available to us, she lamented� According to the UN, 
Pakistan would officially be water scarce by 2025 which 
was an alarming situation� 

In her address she highlighted that only 27% of 
women were documented labourers and they were 

involved in dual or sometimes triple shifts and that the 
documented figure was extremely low. While Pakistan’s 
law enforcement agencies, military, and civilian 
leaderships had joint consensus to counter terrorism 
and so if efforts were combined towards ending 
violence, we could achieve success in this area as well, 
suggested the speaker� Pakistan’s progress on SDGs 
was not impressive as it ranked at number 6 leaving 
only Afghanistan behind in terms of safe countries for 
women in South Asia� If we were committed to achieving 
our SDGs, then we needed women’s participation in the 

economy as it could 
add up from 30% 
to 60% to our GDP 
by 2025 where 30% 
is the World Bank 
estimate, she said� 
Pakistan had a 
low rank in global 
gender gap index 
and third worst 
country in terms of 
equitable division of 
resources, lamented 
Senator Rehman� 

When asked about 
whether our current 
politics could help 

in achieving gender justice, Senator Sherry Rehman 
added that politics was about seeking social justice and 
it was the art of making an extreme impossibility at least 
doable� Unfortunately, there was no framework left 
for agreeing to disagree anymore which had created a 
culture of deep intolerance related to anger that shaped 
into violence� We were in immense need of structural, 
social, and cultural change so that incidents like Sialkot, 
Mishal Khan’s incident do not repeat in future, stated 
the speaker� 

Talking about her book, Senator Rehman said it would 
be her advice to all educated people to go through 
the book as it contained the experiences of women 
who paid a price to what they had achieved and went 
through hardships� She added that the digitalization 
had also created a new set of problems as women get 
stalked, degraded, and receive disgusting comments 
on such platforms as well�

While addressing on the effective implementation of 
laws especially the cyber-trolling Senator Sherry added 
that it was a complex issue� Many complex laws like 
the ‘Hudood Ordinance’ have their drawbacks but the 
revision of laws was a good practice to overcome its 
shortcomings� Civil societies could also add their input 
whether a law was working rightly or not�

When asked about the portraying of women in our 
media and dramas and whether these were the glimpses 
of reality or commercial appetite, she answered on a 
lighter note that ‘I don’t have any professional opinion 
but what I can say is that of course not all women are 
equal and perfect and there can be a dark side to the 
picture as well’� When asked about opinion regarding 
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Plenary 3.2:
Launch of SDPI’s Centre of Evidence Action Research
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3pWAz4y

Moderator:  Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Chair: Dr Ishrat Husain, Former Advisor to the Prime Minister on Institutional Reforms and Austerity, GoP
Scene Setting Presentation: Dr Fareeha Armughan, Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Guest of Honour: Dr Asim Ijaz Khwaja, Director, Center for International Development and the Sumitomo-
Foundation for Advanced Studies on International Development & Professor of International Finance and 
Development, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, USA (online)
Distinguished Panellists (In-Person)
• Ms Amna Aaqil, Director Executive Education, Centre for Economic Research in Pakistan 
• Mr Naveed Aziz, Governance Adviser Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Mr Rana Kaiser Ishaque, Assistant Resident Representative, Chief, Democratic Governance Unit, United 

Nations Development Programme
Distinguished Panellists (Online)
• Ms Maha Rehman, Director Policy, Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre (MHRC), Lahore University of Management 

Sciences, Pakistan
• Mr Maroof A� Sayed, President & CEO Centre for Economic Research in Pakistan (CERP) & Senior Fellow and 

Advisor Harvard’s Evidence for Policy Design (EPoD), UK
Launch of Reports: 
• Citizen Perception Survey – Access and Acceptability of Public Services
• Centre of Evidence Action Research – Impact Evaluation (RCT), EdTech Hub Consortium
Plenary Organisers: Dr Fareeha Armughan, Ms Nudrat Fatima & Ms Linta Noor, SDPI, Islamabad
Report by: Ms Nudrat Fatima and Ms Linta Noor, SDPI, Islamabad

the role of donors and funders in feminist movement, 
she said that they were of great help in compiling 
databases and giving sources to work as monetarily, 
the government did not provide much assistance due 
to lack of resources but there was thin line between 
the actual donors and the one who wanted to indulge 
into their own agendas� While answering a question 

she responded by saying that self-development by the 
women was a crucial component and a positive thinking 
attitude� 

Dr Abid Q� Suleri ended the session by expressing his 
deepest gratitude to Senator Sherry Rehman for her 
time and a comprehensive discussion�

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI, 
commenced the plenary by welcoming the esteemed 
guests and dignitaries of the 24th Sustainable 
Development Conference� After introducing the 
esteemed panellists, he requested Dr Ishrat Husain to 
formally open the session with his introductory remarks 
as the chair� 

Dr Ishrat Husain, Former Advisor to the Prime Minister 
on Institutional Reforms and Austerity, GoP, stated 

that in Pakistan policies had been an amalgamation 
of hard and soft data, but mainly based on partial and 
incomplete information and a lot of conjectures and 
speculations� Emphasising the importance of evidence, 
he expressed, it was paramount for research institutions 
to bring in solid evidence which would impinge upon 
the policy makers� 

Dr Fareeha Armughan, Research Fellow, SDPI, 
proceeded with the scene setting presentation in which 
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she highlighted some of the notable work done by SDPI 
in evidence space and shared the Institute’s profound 
understanding of the critical use of evidence in policy 
making and research� She further stressed on the 
importance of integrating evidence with data as it was 
critical in policy designing� 

Ms Maha Rehman, Director Policy, Mahbub ul 
Haq Research Centre (MHRC), Lahore University of 
Management Sciences, Pakistan, appreciated this 
initiative said more of these institutions were needed 
to bridge the gap between research data and evidence 
which then translated into a policy� She seconded Dr 
Husain’s statement that evidence was used in a very 
ad-hoc manner in our country� However, one thing 
that emerged out of this Pandemic was the increased 
appetite of the policy makers to consume evidence� 
Ms Rehman pointed towards the systemic data centres 
established by the Ministry of Health both at provincial 
and district levels and how evidence was deployed 
for policy making and implementation� She further 
highlighted the importance of the demonstration 
impact, which made it easy for our bureaucrats and 
government to understand and implement the policies 
more effectively. She further contributed that it was 
responsibility of research academia and institutes like 
Centre of Evidence Action Research to make evidence 
usable, consumable, and implementable� The policy 
makers and policy implementers/ stakeholders 
should be well versed with the policy design and their 
willingness to adopt was pivotal� 

Ms Amna Aqil, Director Executive Education, Centre for 
Economic Research in Pakistan, building on Ms Maha 
Rehman’s discussion points, added that realisation by 
the government for having data and evidence being 
embedded in the policy making process, right from 
planning phase to the implementation phase, was 
needed more than ever� She added that a more reliable 
and accurate data was required for the evidence-based 
planning and evaluation of national and provincial 
level policy programs� She further recommended 
that it should be ensured that the evidence provided 
was of value and these centres were there to utilise 
that evidence and data optimally to support the 
government in designing the right policies for impactful 
and sustainable programs� 

Dr Asim Ijaz Khwaja, Professor of International Finance 
and Development, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard 
University and Dr Maroof A� Syed, President & CEO 
Centre for Economic Research in Pakistan, then engaged 
in fireside chat and learning about their personal 
journeys for the quest of evidence� Dr Khwaja said that 
the demand for evidence was generated when one did 
not know what was going on, because if someone was 
already aware, then he would not need evidence� He 
said a person’s insecurities about his knowledge drove 
demand for evidence� He further said that journey for 
data started with curiosity and not some kind of big 
quantitative data� It all began with stories as humans 
could not process large data but on the contrary, could 
process anecdotes, which were powerful first steps in 
one’s desire for evidence� 

Dr Syed contributed to this debate by saying that 
many times technology would become very solution-
centric, and one did not pause and understand the 
actual problems, and this was where the evidence 
came through� Dr Khwaja concluded by saying that 
data was one of those things, the more one used it, the 
better it would get� He recommended that it should be 
realised that we were not in a zero-sum world in the 
world of evidence� It was crucial that the policy makers, 
politicians, and public should be all on board and 
ascertain that the institutions should co-create and co-
share with each other� 

Mr Naveed Aziz, Governance Adviser Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Office, Islamabad, 
started by differentiating between the terms data 
and evidence� He said both the terms were used 
interchangeably but in actuality, data was just a set of 
information while evidence was an analysis or the use 
of data to reach a conclusion so that it could support 
the decision-making process� He was of the view that 
our governments already had a plethora of data, but 
the main constraint was how they interpreted or used 
it� He recommended that this data should be utilised 
intelligently and efficiently for not only policy making 
but also for policy evaluation� 

Mr Rana Kaiser Ishaque, Assistant Resident 
Representative, Chief, Democratic Governance Unit, 
United Nations Development Programme, agreed 
with Mr Naveed Aziz’s said and highlighted that 
execution and implementation was the real challenge 
faced by the country� Mr Ishaque shared that he had 
various planning tools, but the hurdle remained in the 
implementation of the policy or actions� 

Dr Ishrat Husain in his closing remarks advised that the 
Centre of Evidence Action Research should be evolved 
as an intermediary� He said that a big challenge would be 
meeting government standards, both in terms of speed 
and simplicity of language, as well as the relevance of 
research, which they would find difficult to get off the 
research shelf�  Dr Husain continued that the Centre, as 
an intermediary, might simplify it and make it clear and 
understandable for policymakers in the form of briefs 
that would be prepared on time, as time would be of 
the essence in these matters� He concluded by saying 
that there was a large pool of researchers and that it 
was critical to keep them informed, as the world had 
evolved into a network, an alliance, and a partnership� 
As a result, rather than doing everything in-house, it 
was critical to join the network� 

At the plenary, the following two publications were also 
launched:
• Citizen Perception Survey – Access and Acceptability 

of Public Services
• Centre of Evidence Action Research – Impact 

Evaluation (RCT), EdTech Hub Consortium

Policy Recommendations
• The complexity of the system has not allowed the 

rapid advice from the experts� The procurement 
systems need to more simple, rapid and general in 
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nature� The data must be used and reused� Realize 
that we are not at zero in the world of evidence� The 
planning procedures must also be simplified.

• There is no need to replicate the government’s 
data. The need of time is to find real time evidence 
gaps in data which will be more consumable and 
applicable�

• The institutions must work in inclusivity and work 
as one unit towards the common goal of exploring 
the reality�

• The evidence has been used in an ad-hoc manner 

in Pakistan� There is a need for aggregating the 
evidence in the public policies and researchers 
must take the lead and form a consortium with the 
donor sector and governmental sector�

• The timeliness, relevance and the simplicity of 
the language are biggest barriers of today’s policy 
making and these problems need immediate 
consideration�

• The quality of data must be assured by data 
verification and validation and a holistic system is 
needed for that�

Morning Plenary 4.1: 
Humanitarian Crisis in Afghanistan: Need for Regional & Global Responses 
Video Link: https://bit�ly/31YLT8e

Moderators: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan, 
& Mr Haroon Sharif, Former Chairperson, Board of Investment (BoI), Government of Pakistan
Distinguished Panellists: 
• H�E� Wendy Gilmour, Canada’s High Commissioner to Pakistan
• Ambassador Naghmana Hashmi, Former Ambassador of Pakistan to China
• Mr Chris Kaye, Country Director, World Food Programme, Pakistan
• Ms Melinda Good, Country Director, The World Bank, Afghanistan
• Syed Naveed Qamar, Pakistan Peoples Party, Islamabad, Pakistan
Plenary Organisers: Dr Shafqat Munir & Ms Zahra Khalid, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Zahra Khalid, SDPI, Islamabad

The plenary on “Humanitarian Crisis in Afghanistan: 
Need for Regional & Global Responses” was held on 
the last day of the 24th Sustainable Development 
Conference on Thursday, 9 December 2021�

Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, moderated the 
session with the introduction of the panellists� Setting 
the scene for the session, he said it was important to 
identify the magnitude of the problem on the basis of 
region and that neighbouring powers such as China and 
Russia should take the lead to resolve the humanitarian 
crisis in Afghanistan otherwise the whole region could 
be hit due to the crisis as it was a threat to regional 
security� 

The plenary started with remarks from Mr Haroon 
Sharif, Former Chairperson of Board of Investment, 
who highlighted that the region as a whole was going 
through a major transformation due to US alliance 
withdrawal from Afghanistan� The country was facing 
huge shortcomings of livelihoods and health facilities 
with COVID multiplying the severity and the precarious 
nature of humanitarian crisis. The country’s state affairs 
depended on 70% external outflows and IMF reserves 
and further disbursements had been stopped� He said 
that the crisis had started when the US decided to leave 
from Bagram airbase� He pointed out that there was 
an absolute absence of a financial system, in addition 
to health crisis, food crisis, and trust deficit because 
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of the delivery system failure� Donations and vaccine 
were unused in Afghanistan because of unavailability 
of health workers� The humanitarian crisis was very 
clear due to fiscal gaps. The western countries must 
look at the delivery system for Afghanistan� Secondly, 
there should be relaxation for the transfer of funds 
through some kind of financial instrument. There was a 
good vacuum in Afghanistan for informal economy that 
could ensure livelihoods to a certain degree but turning 
that degree into illegal trade would not take long time 
as Afghanistan was 80% import dependent�  

H.E. Wendy Gilmour appreciated the annual event 
and added that many of her diplomatic colleagues 
looked forward to the collection of best national and 
international speakers at this platform where diverse 
views could be heard� The international community 
recognized that Pakistan had been a host nation for a 
significant refugee population for the last 40 years. The 

neighbouring countries as well the world wanted peace 
in Afghanistan and to take care of its own people� Canada 
was committed as a partner in the donor community 
to Afghanistan and the Afghan people� The prospect of 
the regime in Afghanistan was not necessarily looking 
out for the interests of its own people� Our engagement 
had always focused on peace, security, democracy, 
and human rights and particularly the rights women 
and girls, she pointed out� Canada had international 
assistance policy, feminist international assistance 
policy, a feminist foreign policy and humanitarian 
policies and the rights of women and girls in health and 
education� She further added that we were going to 
be responding in Afghanistan to the needs of people 
on the ground� Meanwhile she mentioned that as for 
the de-facto administration in Afghanistan, first and 
foremost, we wanted the Taliban administration to 
live up to the commitments that it had made through 
the Doha Process and to be an inclusive government 
that account for all of the people of Afghanistan� 
They should live up to commitments in basic human 
rights especially women and girls’ access to health, 
education, food, services, and basic human needs with 
all the fundamentals as required by International Law, 
she emphasised� Afghanistan was the second single 
largest recipient of Canadian development assistance 
over the last 15 years and we continued as a major 
humanitarian donor, the High Commissioner pointed 
out and further added, and we were looking forward to 

the UN, WFP and the World Bank as creative as possible 
that money coming from the donor community was 
funnelled directly to the people� H�E� Wendy Gilmour 
said, “Canada is committed to resolving humanitarian 
crises in Afghanistan, but it is linked to the type of 
government to be set up there�” She added that 77 
million dollars would be collected with the combined 
efforts of the UNICEF, OCHA, Food Programme, UNHCR 
and ICRC to take care of the most vulnerable and 
refugees of Afghanistan who believe that they were safe 
inside Afghanistan� She said, Canada was working with 
the de-facto administration in the country to ensure 
that they lived up to the commitments they had made 
to the international community earlier� In Canada, we 
would be accepting 40,000 Afghanistan refugees in 
the immediate term, she said, and also welcomed the 
commitment made by the de-facto administration, 
the Taliban, to allow safe passage for these refugees� 
She concluded that we would encourage Pakistan and 
regional states in supporting the most vulnerable that 
came across the border and would continue to work 
with allies and partners�

Mr Chris Kaye, Country Director, World Food 
Programme, emphasized that it was most important 
to realize the depth of issues that impact our world 
and provide support to the Pakistan’s government in 
addressing the challenges� With regard to Afghanistan, 
he shared that the humanitarian organizations had been 
there in some force and depth and had built incredible 
relationship with the people of Afghanistan� It enabled 
us to fulfil our role as an obligation to cover the needs 
of the people of Afghanistan with due regard of politics, 
he said� Mr Chris Kaye said 8�7 million people were one 
step away from a catastrophe, i�e�, famine, one million 
children were at risk of death from malnutrition, and 
only 4�3 million received one dose of COVID vaccine� 
People were selling their children, while more and 
more people were selling their household goods, he 
mentioned� Some 2�8 million people were currently 
acutely hungry in Afghanistan� He pointed out that 
there was a catastrophic state of famine in Afghanistan 
where 8.7 people that had lost the fight and families 
would start dying because they did not have enough to 
eat� Currently one million children were at risk of dying 
from malnutrition� Afghanistan’s healthcare system was 
already on the brink of collapse� The education system 
was threatened with 70% of the teachers who had not 
currently been paid� Even access to safe water had 
become a great challenge as 8 out of 10 Afghan were 
drinking dirty water� Due to the dependency on foreign 
aid, the health facilities were at the risk of closure� With 
the help of Pakistan, transfer of food supplies could 
move Afghanistan to a better position� 

Dr Suleri asked a question about the plans of banking 
system that whether there was a consensus on how 
it would happen� Mr Haroon Sharif also raised the 
question: what was the likelihood of revival of World 
Bank assistance in Afghanistan at this point?  Ms 
Melinda Good, Country Director of the World Bank 
in Afghanistan, answered that payment system was 
linked to two things i�e�, economic situation and the 
humanitarian response� As Afghanistan growth was 
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very challenging and was deteriorating in terms of 
freezing of assets and putting breaks on the financial 
sector� She appreciated the role of Pakistan that it had 
played there in support� The World Bank was also willing 
to play a role and had decided to partner in Afghanistan 
Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF) which included 31 
donor countries in terms of humanitarian financing. 
In partnership with ARTF, it would move their funds to 
UNICEF and WFP to accomplish life-saving services in 
health� She further said that even before the fall of the 
government, Afghanistan was facing acute economic 
crisis� A lot of work needed to be done on essential, 
basic and lifesaving services for humanitarian support� 

Dr Abid Suleri asked that in lieu of G14 & G 15 who 
had provided certain concessions, whether the World 
Bank and World Food Programme would be able to 
utilize some of them� Ms Melinda Good said the World 
Bank was jointly working with the UN on humanitarian 
response and that information about the needs 
assessments was coming from the UN� 

At the end, Dr Abid Suleri asked a question from former 
Ambassador Naghmana Hashmi that how China would 
be looking for developments in the multi-polar world� 
She shared that innovative measures should be taken 

to eradicate poverty and food insecurity in Afghanistan� 
Above all, their value system must be respected by the 
world� She referred to poet Mr Allama Iqbal and one 
of his poems that Asia was the heart of the world and 
Afghanistan the heart of Asia� If the heart was happy 
and stable, automatically Asia would be happy and 
stable� But when it pained and ailed then Asia would 
also suffer. Some 20 years in Afghanistan were very 
challenging to raise the standards of democracy and 
human rights that it had become worse than ever before� 
She analysed that the Taliban would exercise control 
over Afghanistan without any approval of the people� 
Afghanistan was the most destroyed country in the 
world and people were dying� It was the responsibility 
of the region to come together and for this China had 
a very big role to play for many reasons� Lastly when 
it came to humanitarian assistance or human rights to 
saving people, it must not be conditional and put them 
on a track of survival in future� 

Giving concluding remarks, Mr Syed Naveed Qamar 
emphasised on the emancipation and education of 
women, provision of healthcare, role of NADRA and 
inflow of funds could drive the Afghan economy. He 
further added that the BISP cash transfer program 
could be extended to Afghanistan� 

Session C-1: 
COP26 and the Way Ahead – Role of Parliaments in Climate Politics & Implementation 
of the Paris Agreement
In collaboration with GIZ GmbH and German Cooperation
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3EZYRRh

Moderator: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Technical Presentation: Mr Behrend Hartmut, GIZ GmbH, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers (In Person): 
• Mr Faisal Javed, Member of the Senate of Pakistan
• Mr Riaz Fatyana, MNA & Convener Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs, GoP 
• Mr Thomas Seiler, Chargé d’Affaires a.i., Delegation of the European Union to Pakistan 
Speakers (Online):
• Ms Romina Khurshid, PML-N (joined online from Poland)
• Mr Pär Holmgren, Green Party, Member of EU Parliament, Sweden 
• Ms Jytte Guteland, Member EU Parliament, Sweden  
• Ms Kathrin Henneberger, Green Party, Germany 
• Prof� Siegfried Bailleis from Conservative Party, Germany
Panel Organisers: 
Ms Maryam Shabbir, SDPI, Mr Salman Danish, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan, and Mr Behrend Hartmut, GIZ GmbH, 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Report by: Ms Aiza Zafar, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad
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Ms Maryam Shabbir from the Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, formally started the 
session by introducing the respectable moderator and 
speakers� She explained that the session would focus 
on COP26 and projects meant for climate change 
mitigation in Pakistan and, contribution of EU for 
accomplishing COP26 agenda� 

Mr Faisal Javed, Member of the Senate of Pakistan, said 
that there should be a practical approach in meeting 
the climate change mitigation commitments� Pakistan 
contributed the least in global emissions, yet it was 
greatly affected by climate change. Despite resource 
constraints, Pakistan had taken a lot of measures in 
fighting climate change. Pakistan had restored over 
600,000 hectares of land into forest� It had met the UN 
Convention SDG 13 a decade before the deadline� By 
2030, 50% of the energy sector of Pakistan would be 
converted into clean energy, he informed the audience� 
There was a dire need for financial collaboration 
between developed and developing nations, stressed 
Senator Faisal Javed� 

Mr Riaz Fatyana, MNA & Convener Parliamentary 
Taskforce on SDGs, GoP, said that it had been 25 years 
since promises in climate change mitigation but with no 
implementation� There was a need to reduce emissions 
which were mostly produced by industrialized 

countries in which Pakistan’s contribution was less 
than 1%� Through democratic means, we could involve 
our people and legislatures, he said� In Pakistan we 
had three major mechanisms, first was the Standard 
Committee on Climate Change which was very effective 
in monitoring government policies for climate action� 
Second was the National Parliamentary Taskforce for 
Sustainable Development Goals which comprised of 
60 parliament members� Third was the Public House 
Committee which monitored the financial expenditures 
of the government on climate mitigation� Legislation, 
evaluation, and monitoring was the mandate of the 
parliament on climate mitigation� Pakistan was ready 
to cooperate with the European Parliament� He also 
shared that Pakistan had initiated electric car policies, 
renewable energy, and renewable projects� 
Ms Romina Khurshid from the PML-N said that Pakistan 

held an important place in the world in terms of climate 
mitigation� She further added that there was a need 
for an effective role of EU parliamentarians, green 
technology, and stronger legislation in climate change 
mitigation�  Climate emergency was required to make 
this planet habitable for future generations� 

Mr Behrend Hartmut from GIZ GmbH highlighted 
the role of the parliaments in climate policies and 
implementation of the Paris Agreement� He said that 
COP26 targeted to limit global warming to 1�5°C by 
cooperating with all nations in which, milestone was 
the Paris Agreement 2015� It also focused on climate 
financing for developing countries to make resilient 
projects for climate mitigation� The outcomes of COP26 
would target change from 2°C to 1�5°C, more ambitious 
NDCs (Nationally Determined Contributions), pledges 
(net zero emission till 2050), commitment of US$ 100 
billion by 2023 and, finalization of the Paris rule book. 
Way ahead in COP26 was implementation of NDCs, 
transparency initiative and setting climate finance for 
developing countries� Mr Hartmut appreciated Pakistan 
for its crucial participation in COP26 especially on 
nature-based solutions and stronger NDCs�  

Mr Pär Holmgren from the Green Party, Member of 
EU Parliament, Sweden, said that we needed strong 
cooperation between countries for climate mitigation� 

Sweden had played a vital role for climate 
change mitigation and environmental 
conservation� Developed countries like 
Sweden, Germany, and the US, who were 
major contributors of greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere, should consider themselves 
responsible when it came to climate justice� If 
we looked at climate action of these countries, 
their NDCs were not aligned� For global 
warming mitigation, temperature increase by 
1�5°C was a huge ambition to achieve because 
we were already at 1�2°C� 

Ms Kathrin Henneberger, member of the 
Green Party, Germany, said that it was the 
historic responsibility of the Green Party to 
play its role when climate change affected 
other parts of the world because Germany 
was one of the biggest contributors of 

GHGs� To strengthen climate policies internationally, 
it was important to empower women� We could 
achieve climate justice by achieving gender justice, 
she said� While answering a question she highlighted 
that Germany wanted 80% of green technology by 
2030� Therefore, Pakistan and Germany should work 
together for transformation of our economy to green 
technologies� In answer to a question regarding the 
carbon market, she said that the carbon market was not 
an effective mechanism for climate change mitigation. 

Prof. Siegfried Bailleis from the Conservative Party, 
Germany, highlighted that we could only succeed in 
beating climate change by decarbonizing our economy� 
It could only be achieved on the basis of a hydrogen 
economy by subsidising fossils with hydrogen� All 
industrialized countries including Germany lacked 
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green hydrogen which was the reason Germany 
had to import it from North African States�  Pakistan 
possessed great resources in solar energy, wind 
power and hydel energy� Pakistan could import a great 
amount of hydrogen energy to the European Union 
(EU)� Countries having potential to produce hydrogen 
energy would have a huge advantage of collaborating 
with the industrialized nations� He further added that 
the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation had 
raised its fund from €4 to 5 billion for green energy 
projects in developing countries� 

Ms Jytte Guteland, Member of the EU Parliament, 
Sweden, highlighted that the developing countries 
should follow developed countries in technology 
transition as it would be economically beneficial for 
them in the near future� Every country takes measures 
to achieve technology and energy transitions� Climate 
financing should be strengthened to produce new 
means for this technology transition� We should rebuild 
trust in climate financing, she pointed out. 

Mr Thomas Seiler, Chargé d’Affaires a.i., Delegation 
of the European Union to Pakistan, highlighted that 
energy transition had been the focus of climate 
conferences� Climate policy for us was also social policy 
because consequences of climate change were not only 

to nature but also in the local communities, he stated� 
Governments, private investors, and big organizations 
should collaborate and invest in clean and green 
energy projects like photovoltaic cells, and wind farms 
in Pakistan� Industries could work as direct channels for 
energy transition both in Pakistan and Europe, pointed 
out Mr Seiler� 

Giving the concluding remarks, Dr Abid Q. Suleri, 
Executive Director, SDPI thanked all the honourable 
speakers and delegates for their participation and for 
an enlightening and productive discussion� He added 
that the Government of Pakistan was launching an 
‘Energy Transition Caucus’ that would help Pakistan 
in transitioning from fossil fuel to green energy which 
would be a great initiative taken by the likeminded 
representatives both from the government and 
opposition, as all over the world there were Green 
Parties which related to environmental issues� Though 
Pakistan lacked such Green Parties, seeing the existing 
political parties’ concern and their approach was 
appreciable� In the end, Dr Suleri specially thanked the 
GIZ for bringing the MEPs and MPs for the discussion 
with the political individuals that resulted in exchange 
of information between Pakistan and the European 
countries�

Session C-2: 
Towards Post-COVID-19 Resilient Economies
In collaboration with UNESCAP Bangkok
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3DXXQIn

Moderator: Dr Sajid Amin Javed, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Chair & Keynote Speaker: Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Former Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations, Karachi, 
Pakistan Title: Aligning Recovery from COVID-19 to the SDGs Agenda: Challenges and Options for Pakistan
Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Closing Remarks: Dr Imtiaz Ahmad, Economic Advisor, Finance Division, GoP, Islamabad
Technical Presentations:
• Dr Hamza Ali Malik, Director, UNESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand
       Title: Key messages on bringing SDGs back in recovery from COVID-19
• Dr Sajid Amin Javed, Research Fellow, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
• Mr Shahid Naeem, Chief, International Trade Section, MPD, GoP, Islamabad
• Mr Ashfaq Tola, President, Tola Associates, Karachi 
• Dr Nadia Farooq, Consultant, Asian Development Bank, Islamabad, 
• Mr Akhtiar Ahmed, Senior Joint Director, State Bank of Pakistan, Karachi 
Panel Organisers: Dr Sajid Amin, & Mr Abdullah Khalid, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan, and, Dr Hamza Malik, UNESCAP 
Bangkok, Thailand
Report by: Ms Rabbia Sajid, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi
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Dr Abid Q. Suleri welcomed the distinguished 
panellists and thanked the government authorities, 
UNESCAP and the policy makers for understanding 
the importance of evidence for policy making and said 
that this was a positive paradigm shift in public policy 
making arena. He stated, “I hope with refined data, with 
rigorous research, the new evidence would not only 
be captured but also would provide us an opportunity 
to prepare solid recommendations and I hope that 
the public policy makers would be willing to accept 
those recommendations and to implement them� I will 
also assure the government authorities, the Planning 
Commission and UNESCAP for their services for any 
future research studies�”

Dr Shamshad Akhtar shed light on the problems 
that Pakistan faced and said that it had dealt with the 
Pandemic impressively and decently despite social 
and economic disruptions� Due to the COVID-19, there 
was a sizeable loss of output, and increase in poverty 
and unemployment rate� Therefore, Pakistan needed 
to structure sustainable, resilient, and green recovery 
policies� All policies must be backed by the core SDGs� 
Because of the Pandemic, schools were closed, and 
digital means were then used by the schools, but this 
was not convenient for the poor people who did not 
have digital facilities, stated Dr Akhtar� 

The economic recovery could not be resilient until it 
was enforced by macroeconomic stability� The external 
account deficit also had to be put on a sustainable track 
and that only happened when the export earnings 
increase� According to her, Pakistan was also facing 
challenges of social and climate vulnerabilities� The 
IMF SDGs costing methodology revealed that for the 
core sectors, in particular health, electricity, and water 
sanitation, Pakistan needed annual spending of about 
16% of GDP� She proposed that Pakistan must go 
for a 30% investment to GDP ratio� As the education 
and health sectors needed 5% of GDP investment, 
infrastructure required 8% of GDP annually� But the 
main problem was how could this be financed? She said 
that according to the estimates of IMF, the tax reforms 
contributed about 20% to 22% of GDP� Pakistan needed 
expansion in the tax base while the FBR was making 
efforts in this regard and the property revaluation was 
also underway�  

Dr Akhtar recommended that Pakistan should focus on 
green financing and stock exchange that would provide 
a great opportunity to raise equity and debt financing. 
He mentioned that Pakistan established a new gem 
market for SMEs to raise both debt and equity capital� 
In this year 10 new equity and debt issues were listed 
and PSX had now corporatized the old broker-led setup 
and demutualized the exchange with 40% shareholding 
by the most world-class three Chinese stock exchanges�  
The governance of PSX had been strengthened and 
three new independent members had been included� 
PSX had launched the national trading and surveillance 
system� Pakistan market was attractive giving its 
average earnings ratios of 9�29 and average dividend 
yield of 5�57� She mentioned that PSX had the potential 
to join the club of 100 sustainable stock exchanges 

which would allow them to encourage sustainable 
investment� She also shared that the platform with 
which IMF was associated was Karandaz� She also talked 
about a unique institution in Pakistan called Infra Zamin 
that would provide credit enhancement for renewable 
and other ESG projects� She said that Pakistan needed 
to find a balance between financing developments and 
safeguarding debt and between investing in people and 
operating infrastructure� Pakistan should implement 
SDGs in all approaches� She mentioned that while 
the implementation of SDGs had become difficult 
due to COVID-19, there was a need to invest in green 
projects and digital transformation� Pakistan could gain 
a resilient economy through green financing and data 
restructuring, reiterated Dr Shamshad Akhtar� 

Dr Hamza Ali provided an overview of the economies of 
the Asia-Pacific region. He explained how the countries 
could build resilient economies post-COVID-19 while 
enhancing sustainability� There was a need to respond 
strongly to shocks and to safeguards sustainable 
development� If countries responded aggressively to 
shocks, then they could reap the benefits in the medium 
term and their GDP per capita was 3% higher� 

Countries should adopt the risk management approach 
in policymaking and needed to focus on those specific 
factors including focusing on infrastructure, spending 
in social spending, and improving their sovereign credit 
rating�  He said that the green and resilient economy 
needed a “build forward policy package” which was a 
macroeconomic model of 46 countries that consisted 
of three components i�e�, social services, digital access, 
and green development. Fiscal and financing policies 
could help build forward better� He said in the Asia-
Pacific region, the fiscal policy position had worsened 
by 1�5% on average before the Pandemic� Since the 
Pandemic, it was about 6% and likely would decrease in 
the next coming years� Countries should invest more in 
SDGs while the current financial flow toward the SDGs 
was small relative to the investment needed as it was 
only 16�9% of the GDP� From 2016 to 2019 Pakistan was 
spending less than 1% of GDP on SDGs. Lack of financial 
resources was the fundamental constraint being faced 
by countries including Pakistan� He presented the 
policy options to deal with challenges of financing SDGs 
fiscal position that included implementing innovative 
and sustainable financing instruments and strategies 
such as green bonds and social bonds and promoting 
regional cooperation� Policymakers needed to access 
a wider risk landscape, focus on reducing setbacks, 
and accelerate progress to pursue sustainable 
development� They needed to invest in people and 
the planet� There was a need to revisit the economic 
policies and financing strategies focussing on social 
services, digital access, and green development� 

Dr Sajid Amin Javed said Pakistan had limited fiscal 
space and resources, therefore, it should focus on 
policies for recovery from COVID-19� He explained that 
Pakistan must prioritize policy options that were most 
efficient and productive and adopt SDGs to design and 
implement policies for recovery that were inclusive, 
green, and forward-looking. The fiscal stimulus whether 
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it was less than required helped minimize the impact 
on poverty and unemployment. In the absence of fiscal 
stimulus, poverty and unemployment would be higher� 
Social spending was now a strong economic need as it 
contributed to reducing poverty and helped in reducing 
unemployment� Pakistan must increase social spending 
and expand social protection� It should continue to 
push for a mass vaccination policy� The country needed 
to ensure balanced green funding to ensure transition 
toward green recovery energy and an inclusive digital 
transformation was needed to achieve a resilient and 
future-looking recovery� Investing in green recovery 
projects would reduce unemployment, poverty, air 
pollution, CO2 emission and increase the GDP� For the 
digital recovery, Pakistan needed $ 56�6billion till 2030 
and a public sector had to come with about $ 20�6 
billion� There was a huge space to increase the revenue 
and political commitment would be critical for it�

Dr Ashfaq Tola said that Pakistan’s economy had 
different dimensions and we needed deviation from 
the parallel economy� There must be a mainstream 
economy� We should focus on how to change the 
parallel economy into a mainstream economy� We 
needed to address real problems before implementing 
policies, to rethink its competitiveness in the region, the 
problem of devaluation and interest rate� IMF model 
could not be followed for building a resilient economy� 
Pakistan should not increase the tax rate and needed 
to revise its policies to become a resilient economy� Tax 
reforms such as a tax on agriculture, tax on traders, 
economic reforms, and charter of the economy should 
be addressed, said Dr Tola� 

Mr Akhtiar Ahmed shared that COVID-19 was a wake-
up call for the individuals and for the economies as it 
not only brought economic downfall but also offered 
many opportunities� Pakistan’s economy was facing 
many challenges such as the adverse impact of climate 
change� To overcome this challenge the State Bank 
of Pakistan had been promoting green banking and 
encouraging the financial industry to adopt green 
and sustainable banking practices including issuing a 
financing scheme for renewable energy projects aligned 
with SDG 7� The main objective of this scheme was to 
promote clean energy projects and fulfil the electricity 
demand through renewable energy resources� He 
talked about the State Bank’s sustainable development 
guidelines issued in 2017 that included environmental 
risk management, green business facilitation, and 
impact on the environment� These green banking 
guidelines guide banks and the financial industry to 
reduce their impact on the environment through the 
management of their consumption of energy� The State 
Bank of Pakistan also initiated a sustainable banking 
project in collaboration with the IFC� The main goal was 
to increase the green banking guidelines and increase 
the green banking domain� 

Dr Nadia Farooq highlighted issues in Pakistan’s 
economy and the huge problem with the current 
account balance� If we increased our imports, then we 
should also increase the export, she pointed out� The 
other problem was that Pakistan was an oil inelastic 

country and that if it continued to make electricity from 
oil, it would face a lot more challenges, she stated� 
Pakistan was facing the issue of inflation. The main 
problem was when the oil prices increased by 5% then 
the commodity prices increased by 7%� Unfortunately, 
Pakistan had no mechanism to tackle this issue� She 
said that as the manufacturing sector production had 
increased by 12% but it did not make any difference in 
exports� Pakistan should increase saving and increase 
export to tackle all problems, suggested Dr Nadia 
Farooq�   

Dr Shahid Naeem explained all the initiatives that the 
government had taken� Some 21 million people had 
been impacted by COVID-19� In Pakistan, there was a 
need for registering of the informal workers� A labour 
related unit had been established where informal 
employees would have a portal for registration and 
the government would be able to help them directly� 
He talked about the government’s stimulus package of 
PKR 1�2 trillion with PKR 200 billion for daily workers, 
PKR 50 billion for utility stores, PKR 70 billion rupees 
for relief in fuel prices, PKR 15 billion support for health 
and food, PKR 110 billion reliefs for electricity bills 
for businesses, and individuals, and PKR 100 billion 
emergency contingency funds� This stimulus package 
was aligned with SDGs� The policy of smart lockdowns 
instead of full lockdowns helped towards a sustainable 
economy� The Prime Minister’s initiative of health 
insurance would also greatly help the individuals with 
low income� According to the NCOC, almost 55 million 
people had been fully immunized, he said� 

Dr Imtiaz Ahmad explained that fiscal policy played an 
important role in delivering the SDGs� It could mobilize 
domestic resources and encourage efficient use of 
public spending and improve consumer behaviour 
that would help the economy to achieve sustainable 
growth� He highlighted the policies provided by the 
government during COVID-19� The government helped 
the households and businesses providing them with 
transfer wage subsidies. In the Asia-Pacific region, 
countries should prioritize the stronger alignment of 
the COVID-19 recovery packages with the 2030 agenda� 
They must focus on measures that maximize their 
strength. Every country must utilize its limited financial 
resources most efficiently, he emphasized.  

He also threw light on the fiscal policy of Pakistan. 
During the Pandemic, the economic growth of Pakistan 
contracted by 0�47 in 2020� The government announced 
the largest stimulus package that provided relief to 
citizens and businesses. Timely and effective measures 
of the government of Pakistan allowed the economic 
activities to continue in a difficult time. The fiscal policies 
were largely focused on relief measures to support 
businesses and to protect the vulnerable segment of 
society. The fiscal policy in this recovery phase was 
now focusing more on investment in infrastructure, 
emphasizing green initiatives, and investment in human 
capital� To achieve sustainable economic growth, the 
government had set its priority in different sectors and 
launched many packages in many different sectors 
such as agriculture packages, industrial packages, and 
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incentives for export promotion, Prime Minister package 
for construction and Kamyab Nojawan Program� 

Dr Shamshad Akhtar in her concluding remarks 
appreciated the presentation of all the speakers� We 
should generate more research papers that would 

benefit the country in making policies, she stated. She 
said that the main aim of the sustainable development 
agenda was to strengthen the resilience of the economy� 
She acknowledged the efforts of Pakistan during the 
Pandemic� There was a need to unleash the potential of 
private sectors, she emphasized� 

Session C-3: 
The Urgency of Placing Young People at the Centre of Pakistan’s Post-COVID 
Development Agenda
In collaboration with PPAF
Video Link: https://bit�ly/33lGYhQ

Moderator: Ms Shaheera Jalil Albasit, Research Specialist, PPAF, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Chair: Ms Shandana Gulzar, MNA - PTI and Chair Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Speakers:
1� Mr Danyal Ahmed, Communications & Media Strategist, PPAF, Islamabad, Pakistan 
2� Ms Mehr Shah, Director Knowledge Management and Communications, Karandaaz, Islamabad, Pakistan 
3� Dr Zunaira Saqib, Founder & CEO, Mera Future�pk, Islamabad, Pakistan
4� Mr Dawar Hameed Butt, Research Manager, LAS, Lahore, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Mr Danyal Ahmed, & Ms Shaheera Jalil Albasit, PPAF & Mr Ahmed Khaver, SDPI, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Report by: Ms Ezba Walayat Khan, National Defence University, Islamabad

Ms Shaheera Jalil Albasit welcomed the chair, 
panellists, and audience to the online panel discussion 
on “The Urgency of Placing Young People at the Centre 
of Pakistan’s Post-COVID Development Agenda”� She 
said that the session was very timely and addressed the 
need for urgency to talk about youth bulge which was 
historically large and was nearly 64% of the population 
of Pakistan�

Mr Danyal Ahmed initiated the panel talk with 
his paper presentation titled “COVID-19 pandemic 
recovery - putting youth of Pakistan at the forefront” 
and presented the action research findings of Pakistan 
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) work in the field. He 
introduced the audience with PPAF - an apex institution 
for community driven development, working in 

Pakistan since 2000 for poor and the marginalized rural 
households across the country while providing them 
with financial and non-financial services. 

He said that Pakistan holds a prominent ranking among 
countries with significant young population - 64% of 
population was younger than the age of 30 years, where 
one-third was between the ages of 15 and 29� The paper 
drew attention to rural youth who often lacked access 
and were unable to raise their challenges on relevant 
forums� To understand the implications of COVID-19, 
a qualitative study was conducted� The results showed 
that youth were more prone and adversely affected 
by the recent COVID-19’s economic impacts as they 
were closer to the poverty line, had fewer savings, with 
less diversified economy and were associated with 
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unregulated informal sector� 

In the past two years, the Government of Pakistan had 
made serious efforts to address challenges faced by the 
youth� During 2019 and 2020, considerable advances 
were made for the youth skills’ development with 0�6 
million young people trained under skills development 
programs such as Kamyab Jawan to enhance their skills 
and to increase entrepreneurship and employability� 
He pointed out that we should emphasize on rural 
youth because they are under-represented in policy 
reforms� To succeed on a large and digital scale, training 
programs according to the needs of local markets in 
collaboration with stakeholders could help, starting 

with agriculture sector as this was where the livelihoods 
of most marginalized youth lay� Hence, it was vital to 
invest in training youth on innovating agriculture value 
chains to gain good income from value added products� 
Digital inclusion especially of young women to 
access information, education, and awareness of 
market opportunities was very important, Mr Ahmed 
emphasized� COVID-19 had impacted poor families and 
young people had also suffered depression and mental 
health concerns during COVID-19 crisis which called 
for social and psychological support, counselling, and 
mentorship� Youth has transformative potential and, 
youth representatives from various minorities must 
be systematically included and consulted in dialogues 
concerning COVID-19 and in the post pandemic 
decision-making processes and policy reforms� 

Ms Mehr Shah gave a presentation on “Financially 
Including our Youth”. The United Nations defines youth 
as the age group between 15-24 years of age, which 
made 16% of global youth population� Around 16% was 
a significant number that was why SDGs asserted young 
people must be considered across all goals and targets 
aimed at sustainable development because the young 
were eventually going to be leaders, decision makers 
and at different positions in future. 

While recognizing this huge number of young people, 
certain policies had been developed for youth in the 
country. After the 18th Amendment, youth affairs 
became a provincial domain� There were key drivers for 
youth policies that included economic empowerment 
through skills development, vocational training, 

and entrepreneurship support in the segments of 
education, health, social empowerment, and political 
participation�

She also highlighted that economic empowerment 
of youth considered aspects like Not in Education, 
Employment or Training (NEET) which was 31%, 
financial account ownership at 15% and literacy rate 
at 73%� Pakistan was lagging when these numbers 
were compared with other countries� In this scenario 
financial inclusion was very important which meant not 
only having access to financial services but also to be 
able to use those facilities� 

A survey by the UN showed that COVID-19 
negatively impacted youth population in 
view of income, health, and employment� 
There was also a digital divide; if careful 
measures were not taken, rural youth 
would be left behind� This divide could be 
overcome by digital financial inclusion. 
Youth could be provided with small 
investments, sustained work on digital 
literacy, financial literacy, and consumer 
protection� Entrepreneurship was another 
opportunity to bridge the divide; it would 
engage the youth and would make them 
productive citizens of Pakistan� 

Dr Zunaira Saqib mainly emphasized on 
career counselling� She said that people had 

been facing issues such as selection of a degree and 
selection of a career for a long time� Same was the case 
today; our youth did not have career counselling and 
guidance to choose their career except for the popular 
choices available of being a doctor or an engineer�
She referred to her company, MeraFuture�pk, that was 
started to help youth for taking better career decisions� 
Unlike developed countries, not enough data was 
available locally regarding aptitude test to guide people 
according to their needs� Data was collected from 
Pakistan’s top universities in all categories to build an 
AI model� 

Every year many students get admissions in universities 
and go through a competitive process� But ultimately 
70% of the students were unhappy with their degrees 
not because of infrastructure or teachers but because of 
realization that these degrees were not meant for them� 
When these students graduated from universities and 
went to concerned markets, they remained unhappy 
with their jobs�

She also discussed the impacts of COVID-19 on 
educational institutions; it was for the first time that 
people started thinking of career counselling to focus 
on youth development� She concluded that it was time 
to consider career counselling positively, because if 
youth went for the right degree and career, they were 
likely to become job creators and not job seekers and 
it was only possible when youth were happy with their 
field of study. In this way they would become useful 
part of economy� 
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Mr Dawar Hameed Butt shed light on the climate 
urgency and that it was high time we declared an 
emergency� In Pakistan, major cities like Islamabad 
were experiencing sharp increase in urbanization, in 
Karachi temperature was rising and in Lahore, there 
was massive air pollution� Before COVID-19 Pandemic, 
about 2,000 students took part in climate march in 
Lahore. The goal was to bring youth from diversified 
background at the forefront and put their demands 
forward� 

He said that there was no representation of youth in the 
National Climate Change Council nor in the provincial 
climate and environmental protection councils� We 
were in climate emergency, but there was not enough 
recognition� Pakistan was vulnerable to climate 
catastrophes, there was need to set the stage for future 
generation by making them part of decision making and 
giving them a seat on the table when it came to making 
environmental and climate change policies�
The economy should move towards a sustainable 
model� It could be executed by incentivizing the youth 
such as giving them loans and making sure that 30% 

of it would only be looking at sustainable products and 
other sustainable services� It would not only provide 
opportunities for youth but would also be economically 
beneficial for the country.

Ms Shandana Gulzar in her closing remarks talked 
about the political landscape and future of youth in 
Pakistan, particularly in the parliament� She said that 
the country we lived in and the political structure 
we had inherited, if we were going to hand down 
democracy from generation to generation and the 
order of merit was going to be placed in bloodlines, 
then the country was lost forever� If youth had to be 
placed at the centre of Pakistan, they must be included 
at both provincial level and federal level and in planning 
and development sector� By investing in planning 
projects for the development of youth would empower 
them and would help to place young people in the 
centre of post Pandemic agenda� For this good cause, 
the Government of Pakistan had launched two flagship 
programs i�e�, Ehsaas Program and Kamyab Jawan 
Program which were heading in the right direction for 
youth�

Session C-4:
Women’s Vulnerability in the COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons from South Asia
In collaboration with WFP
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3dU2c8A

Chair: Mr Ali Kemal, Chief SDGs, Ministry of Planning and Development, GoP
Moderator: Ms Sadia Satti, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
• Dr Shaheen Ashraf Shah, WFP, Islamabad, Pakistan
• Dr Ayesha Nazuk Rao, AP, S3H NUST, Islamabad, Pakistan 
• Ms Saeeda Khan, Ph�D� Scholar, UoM, Malaysia
• Dr Shahla Tabassum, HoD GS Dept� FJWU & Ms� Nashia Ajaz, Lecturer, FJWU, Rawalpindi, Pakistan
• Dr Syed Mohsin Kazmi, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Ms Sadia Satti & Mr Shahid Minhas, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Emaan Fatima, Sustainable Development Policy institute, Islamabad, 
and Ms Anna Zafar, Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad
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During emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic, 
women and other marginalized groups suffer 
disproportionately due to unequal power relations 
that determine access to and control over resources� 
As a result, the pandemic has a uniquely gendered 
impact that needs to be researched regarding women’s 
vulnerability in health, education, and economic 
aspects� The panel aimed to discuss this impact with 
researchers from each specific field. 

The session began with a few remarks from the chair, Mr 
Ali Kemal. He highlighted the impact of the Pandemic 
on the service industry as well as the informal sector, 
both of which have a comparatively higher proportion 
of female workers� He emphasized that girls and 
women were the most vulnerable groups with regard 
to education as well as in the workforce, something 
which needed to be remedied� 

The first presenter, Dr Shaheen Ashraf Shah, highlighted 
the intersectional approaches towards studying the 
impact of the pandemic on women� Dr Shah showed the 
audience a video of a project undertaken by the World 
Food Program, which aimed to help the transgender 
community in Pakistan recover from the economic 
impact of the pandemic� To combat the inequalities in 
education aggravated by the Pandemic, the World Food 
Program extended cash assistance to around 21,000 
girls receiving secondary education, especially in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa� It was found that analysing data through 
an intersectional lens allowed stakeholders and key 
decision-makers to make better and more informed 
decisions regarding the vulnerabilities and inequalities 
highlighted by the pandemic� 

The second panellist, Dr Ayesha Nazuk Rao, then 
discussed the multifaceted impacts of the Pandemic 
on women and made suggestions for the way forward� 
Discussing the economic impact of the pandemic, 

Dr Rao stated that the forecast number of extremely 
poor individuals in 2021 was 586�7 million before the 
Pandemic� This number rose to 735�7 million during 
the pandemic, 60% of whom belonged to South Asian 
countries� Patriarchal dominance and a comparative lack 
of opportunities made matters even worse for females 
in these countries� In one of the studies discussed, 
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) and Key Informant 
Interviews (KIIs) were conducted in randomly selected 

areas of Pakistan with 9 young females, 15 young 
males, 8 adult females, and 13 adult male participants� 
The findings from these discussions indicated that the 
impact of the Pandemic on women could be divided 
into four themes: lack of access to quality education, 
reduced employment for women in the informal sector, 
increased likelihood of job loss because of digital 
illiteracy among women, and poorer psychological well-
being because of domesticity� Even in the event of a full 
economic recovery, the projected dropout rates for girls 
ranged from 25�25% at a primary school level to 45�45% 
at a secondary school level� Secondly, 8% of females 
reported that the COVID-19 pandemic had some impact 
on their work opportunities, 15% reported a moderate 
impact, and almost 54% reported a great impact on 
work opportunities� Likewise, 63% of females also 
reported that the Pandemic had a great impact on their 
income� In a second study, consisting of data collected 
from 17 districts in Jhang, DG Khan, and Layyah, the 
findings indicated that women were also working more 
than nine hours a day in many situations, despite 
having reduced work opportunities� She concluded that 
much more research was required to fully understand 
the intricacies of the gendered impact of the pandemic, 
especially regarding its economic impact� Further 
research could help the key stakeholders in developing 
a more multidimensional and intersectional poverty 
graduation program, keeping in mind the unequal 
impact of the Pandemic and vulnerabilities among the 
general population� 

This was followed by a presentation from Dr Mohsin 
Kazmi, who discussed the factors affecting the financial 
literacy of female entrepreneurs in the informal sector� 
The data was collected from multiple districts of Punjab� 
Some of the factors that affected financial literacy 
among women were their age, level of education, social 
acceptance, and work environment� He concluded 
that to improve financial literacy among female 

entrepreneurs 
in Pakistan, 
a friendlier 
and more 
welcoming work 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
was required 
in addition 
to increased 
i n c e n t i v e s 
and funding 
for female-
owned Small 
and Medium 
E n t e r p r i s e s 
(SMEs)� Another 

recommendation involved the provision of marketing 
training to female entrepreneurs which may enhance 
their business as well as financial literacy. 

A rather unexpected impact of the Pandemic was 
highlighted by Dr Shahla Tabassum, who discussed the 
effects of increased rates of single motherhood because 
of divorce and widowhood during the Pandemic� During 
her preliminary research, she found that men were more 
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vulnerable to death by COVID as compared to women, 
possibly increasing the rates of widowhood as more 
men died than women� At the same time, the divorce 
rate also increased during the Pandemic because of 
the stress placed on familial relationships due to social 
distancing guidelines and lockdowns� Consequently, 
the number of single mothers increased� These women 
were especially vulnerable to the health and economic 
impacts of the Pandemic� Six in-depth interviews were 
conducted with single mothers from Karachi, Lahore, 
and Rawalpindi; four of whom were widowed and two 
divorced� All of them had children before the Pandemic� 
A major theme that was noticed among the results was 
the breakdown of the traditional security network� Single 
mothers reported a lack of trust in the social networks 
that they had deemed “safe” previously� They also 
showed a tendency to withdraw from social obligations� 
This isolation and loneliness further crippled their self-
confidence and self-esteem and made them more 
vulnerable to decreased psychological well-being� The 
second theme was that of economic vulnerability, which 
became especially evident through housing and food 
insecurity as the added burden of childcare reduced 
earning opportunities for these women� Single mothers 
were also 10 times more likely to experience reduced 
physical and psychological well-being� In addition to 
the mental stress brought about by experiences of 
divorce or widowhood themselves, single mothers 
also faced increased restrictions to their mobility, an 
increased burden of childcare, and an inability to afford 
quality healthcare for themselves and their children 
due to their economic vulnerability� Dr Tabassum then 
recommended that single mothers should be assisted 
with building social support networks by introducing 
them to women who are in similar situations, as well 
as women who had experienced divorce or widowhood 
and were able to maintain their agency� Secondly, 
income support should be provided in the initial stages 
following a divorce or the death of the husband to those 
who required it and public work opportunities should 
be provided to produce more paid work opportunities 
for single mothers� To combat the health vulnerability, 
Dr Tabassum suggested that “Single Mother Health 
Cards” could be created, allowing single mothers to 
derive healthcare-related benefits from them. 

The final presentation was given by Ms Saeeda Khan, 
who discussed the impact of the Pandemic on female 
domestic workers in Peshawar, particularly with 
regard to the increased rates of domestic violence 

against these workers� When lockdowns were enforced 
because of rising COVID cases, many households that 
had been employing female domestic workers were 
forced to fire them or give them an extended amount 
of time off without pay. Previously, these domestic 
workers had been able to create a space for themselves 
within their own households, as their ability to earn an 
income empowered them� Once this source of income 
was taken away, these women became increasingly 
vulnerable to forced marriages and domestic violence� 
In addition, this loss of livelihood became a source 
of economic insecurity, which became an additional 
source of stress for people in these households� 
According to the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO), there were more than 8�5 million domestic 
workers in Pakistan, which made this problem a rather 
prevalent one� For her study, Dr Khan interviewed 23 
female domestic workers between the ages of 20 and 
48 using semi-structured interviews� Thematic analysis 
was then conducted on the answers� It was found that 
in addition to increased fights caused by heightened 
stress levels owing to economic distress which may 
result in physical or emotional abuse, women were also 
likely to be forced into marriage and many unwanted 
pregnancies occurred� This increased the burden of 
childcare and domestic work for such women� These 
factors, when occurring simultaneously, were likely to 
negatively impact the physical and psychological well-
being of female domestic workers� As domestic work was 
primarily characterised to be within the informal sector, 
proper laws regarding employment were absent� Many 
studies had already confirmed that domestic violence 
tended to rise after catastrophic events� Women who 
earn money for their families had a lower chance 
of experiencing violence� However, the COVID-19 
Pandemic exacerbated the pre-existing vulnerabilities 
among the population by aggravating and reinforcing 
social, economic, and cultural inequalities, thus allowing 
female domestic workers to become more vulnerable 
to incidents of domestic violence�

The session was concluded with remarks from Mr 
Shahid Minhas, who congratulated the panel organiser 
and moderator, Ms Sadia Satti, on facilitating a prevalent 
and fruitful discussion about the gendered impact of 
the pandemic� He also proceeded to laud the panellists 
on the amount of work and dedication that they had 
undoubtedly put into their individual research studies� 

Evening Plenary 4.2: 
Importance of Sustainable Development Goals for National Security in the Context of 
Current Regional Developments 
Video Link: https://bit�ly/33wmcfH

Welcome Remarks & Host: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
In Conversation with: Dr Moeed Yusuf, National Security Adviser to the Prime Minister, Government of Pakistan 
Title: Importance of Sustainable Development Goals for National Security in the Context of Current Regional 
Development 
Plenary Organizer: Ms Sahar Basharat, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Engr� Syed Faisal Shah, U�S�-Pakistan Center for Advanced Studies in Energy (USPCAS-E), UET, Peshawar
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Dr Abid Q. Suleri welcomed the audience and 
honourable guest on the final day’s evening plenary 
of the 24th Sustainable Development Conference 
(SDC) organized by the Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute� Placing the session in the context of 
SDC’s overarching theme of ‘Leaving No One Behind’, 
he said that while organising the Conference, we had 
not thought that in this region there would be a whole 
country of 40 million people that would be left behind if 
actions were not taken on time� 

In order to start the conversation, he started the 
dialogue with the honourable guest, Dr Moeed Yusuf, 
the National Security Advisor to the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, by asking the following question: When 
the western media was trying to turn Pakistan as a 
scapegoat of what happened in Afghanistan, was it 
due to our own failure, or was it due to our economic 
dependence on the West, or was it simply because that 
the West required an excuse for the way Ashraf Ghani’s 
government surrendered? 

Dr Moeed Yusuf while answering the question tabled 
by Dr Abid Suleri said that there could be multiple 
reasons, but the bottom line was that there was a 
strategy employed in Afghanistan that we felt was 
always a failing strategy� We had seen Afghanistan over 
the centuries, and we had an experience that the only 
solution was political� He said that Afghans would never 
tolerate an outsider as a benefactor, and they would 
always see you as an invader or as an occupier� The 
other issue in this case was when you ask Pakistan to 
do more, a country that was having bomb blasts each 
day, a country that was losing hundreds of civilians 
and soldiers, so how much more did you want before 
you trusted Pakistan to be sincere, he wondered� He 
further pointed out that the world blamed Pakistan 
for a double game all the time� There was a double 
game in these 20 years, but the double game was that 
Pakistan took a U-turn overnight in support of the 
United States, got a black clash and lost thousands of 
soldiers and civilians� What we got for that in return 

was that Pakistani militants were sitting in Afghanistan 
and started attacking Pakistan under the protection of 
the Afghan intelligence forces with support from the 
Indians� 

The real question was there were 35 to 40 million 
people facing a winter where millions would starve, 
he went on to say while referring to the current socio-
economic crisis in Afghanistan� He questioned what 
had happened to the champions of the human rights 
and human existence? What was happening was that 
we were almost guaranteeing a humanitarian crisis and 
meltdown in Afghanistan, he lamented� He added that 
we were pushing the entire world to try and see the 
urgency of the situation and at least let the humanitarian 
assistance be exempted from all kinds of politics� 

Dr Yusuf while answering a question related to the 
IMF package said that at this point the question of 
Afghanistan was not linked to Pakistan’s package with 
IMF� The real issue very simply was that money was 
not getting into Afghanistan because banking channels 
were not functioning� There was a very simple solution 
allowing banking channels to function but that was not 
being implemented� He recommended that there was 
a need for international banking channels to activate 
transactions for Afghanistan in order to support the 
economic and humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan� 

He said that our problem basically was that we did 
not have sufficient resources to support the Afghan 
population but if things went wrong there, we were the 
first ones who were going to suffer. 

While answering a question linked to the refugees’ 
problem, he said that currently our policy was that we 
could not take any more refugees because we already 
had as economic situation and there was no country 
more generous than Pakistan� He said that anybody 
who was willing to talk about managing refugees was 
making a very unethical and immoral argument� He 
recommended that the conversation in the world 
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should only be how to prevent even a single Afghan 
from becoming a refugee again� 

While talking about the TTP he said that we had already 
made it very clear that any third country territory would 

not be acceptable to us to be used against Pakistan� He 
added that it was used for the past 20 years but it was 
a different situation right now. The real supply line in 
the support base for the TTP was India and the Afghan 
intelligence agency� 

While answering a question related to extremism, he 
said that there was no worry about the resurgence 
of terrorism again in Pakistan as the state policies 
were very concise and clear in this regard� He further 
added, “I am a big believer of introspection and if 
we are unable to look at our own weaknesses and 
mistakes and we convince ourselves that nothing is 
wrong, we will not fix the problem.” 

The word extremism was overloaded he said 
adding, “The word I always used is intolerance which 
can be in any form� It doesn’t have to be violent�” 
He suggested that what we really needed to work 
on as a society to solve this issue of intolerance� “If 
we don’t address this, then sometimes we will see 
manifestations in violence and some of that will 
be as horrific [as it happened recently in Sialkot]. 
The commitments of the Prime Minister and the 
government is very clear� The state has to establish 
its writ in a way that the monopoly of the violence is 
not challenged� We are not there yet� It is challenged 
sometimes� We have to get there,” pointed out Dr 
Yusuf� The entire nation needed to stand up and come 
together and support policies made by the state and 
not to take matters into their own hands in order to 
stop violence and ultimately ensure national security, 
emphasized Dr Moeed Yusuf�
While referring to the TLP issue he said that the optics 
are complicated� The easiest thing for the state to 
do was to use force but there had to be a long-term 
sustenance to the policy and that was the choice the 
Government took in case of TLP issue� He added that 

the results to this will be positive going forward� It was 
the state who is responsible for every individual official 
of the government� The state had to make a decision 
to ensure that in the larger interest of the people 
we get to a policy and a strategy and an outcome 

where the problem 
was resolved 
permanently in a 
sustained manner�

Answering a question 
related to winning 
the trust of Afghan 
people he said that 
in the last 20 years, 
millions of dollars 
had been spent in 
creating an anti-
Pakistan narrative 
in Kabul through 
support of some 
other countries in the 
region� He further 
said that for our own 
security, the security 
of Afghanistan was 

totally not negotiable� 

While responding to a question asked with regard to 
Pakistan’s paradigm shift from geo-strategic to geo-
economics, he said that everybody that we engaged 
with on this really appreciated the narration of this 
shift� But ultimately, they had to understand that this 

was the direction Pakistan declared to go in and it was a 
vision that we had to fulfil and had to make this a reality 
on ground� 

He said that we were interested in capacity building 
across the board in Afghanistan in order to ensure 
stability over there, but the regime was not recognized 
and there were sanctions and limits to what we could 
do� As that space opened up, wherever Pakistan could 
help, so we definitely would do. What we really needed 
was a connectivity corridor from which Afghanistan 
would benefit from along with Pakistan and Central 
Asia�     
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Evening Plenary 4.3: 
CPEC in the Emerging Regional Scenario
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3IMCH7D

Hosts:
• Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, Pakistan
• Mr Haroon Sharif, Former Chairperson, Board of Investment (BOI), GoP
Honourable Guests:
• Mr Khalid Mansoor, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on CPEC, GoP
• Mr Li Yong, Economic and Commercial Counsellor, Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Pakistan
Panel Organizer: Ms Sahar Basharat, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad

Ms Sahar Basharat formally started the session by 
thanking and introducing the honourable guests�
Dr Abid Q. Suleri talked about the previous sessions 
held during this year’s Conference in which different 
aspects of human depreciation, inequalities and various 
challenges posed to the society were discussed� He 
explained the theme of this year’s Conference on how 
to move forward while addressing issues from sectoral 
perspective, like health, education, gender related 
issues and economic issues� Dr Suleri highlighted 
UNDP statistics which stated that Afghanistan would 
become a country that was one of its kind in this 
century where the people below poverty line threshold 
would be 97% by February 2022� He quoted Dr Moeed 
Yusuf that Pakistan wanted to help Afghanistan but 
unfortunately there was no proper framework to help 
them monetarily�

Mr Haroon Sharif in his address pointed out the 
significance of CPEC and said we needed to think 
about how it would end up beyond the Pandemic� He 
further added connection between the two countries 
could not assure well-beings of people’s lives – for 
that you needed instruments like policy interventions, 
institutional partnerships and leveraging of private 
capital, he emphasized�

Mr Khalid Mansoor, answering a question on the 
government’s stance and expectation from CPEC, 

said that there was a lack of on-ground realities and 
perceptions among the people within the country and 
outside� He added CPEC was a roadmap that started in 
2015 and would continue till 2030 hence being a long-
term process� At that time power crisis was the country’s 
major issue resulting in 12 to 18 hours of load shedding, 
highly effecting the industries costing us our exports. 
Also, our power generating capabilities were of high 
cost and uncompetitive due to 38% usage of furnace 
oil� He said we needed an adequate power solution 
which would be cost effective and used alternative fuel. 
Fortunately, Pakistan was blessed with the seventh 
largest coal reserves that could be used to generate 
power for over 200 years� He shared that we did 
research in partnership with Engro and the Government 
of Sindh, understanding the feasibility of using low 
heating coal called lignite to generate power which was 
proved to be economically viable by the RWE, but we 
did not have the required funding� He further added, 
“During this scenario China emerged and provided us 
with the funding and the projects with different time 
phases� For this purpose, China wanted an alternative 
route from Kashghar to Gawadar that will not only be 
time saving but also reduce the travelling costs and 
be a safer route�” Mr Mansoor stated with the ending 
of the first stage, Pakistan had generated more than 
5,000-megawatt power which was already added to the 
system and running, and more than 4,000-megawatt 
power projects were in the pipeline and nearly as much 
were in the early stage of development� 
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He said that another interesting fact of CPEC was the 
strategic location of Pakistan which gave China easier 
access to Middle Eastern, African, and European 
countries and this would benefit Pakistan as China 
had invested in development of infrastructure and 
roads within Pakistan and especially in Balochistan� He 
added that Phase 1 of CPEC, in with 25 billion dollars 
investment in Gwadar Port, had been completed� In 
Phase 2, we were focusing on economic zone hubs in 

Pakistan in order to achieve import substitution and 
import orientation and for that purpose we had chosen 
five economic zones one in each province and one 
free zone in Gwadar, he further added� Another key 
point was that China was a labour incentive country 
which enabled foreign countries to open their industry 
in China hence Pakistan being also a country where 
manpower was high as 80% of population younger than 
40 years and 60% of population was skilled labour, thus 
we could benefit from this situation, he stated.

While talking about Phase 2 of the CPEC, Mr Mansoor 
said that public-private partnership was important 
as we did in Thar� Important thing was to keep your 
focus on your objectives� He highlighted that under 
the orders of the Prime Minister of Pakistan we were 
setting a smart, specific, realistic and target bound 
objective to bring 40 new investors to the country in the 
coming two years� He mentioned that about 15 SMEs 
companies were working in various special economic 
zones all over Pakistan� The companies faced some 
issues from bureaucracy in terms of land allocation, 
business permits, NOC, etc�, and if we countered these 
hurdles and gained their confidence, people were ready 
to double their investments� He added that the ball was 
in our court, and it was up to us to take benefit of the 
opportunity with the help of China� He said to mitigate 
policies issues, we had a Cabinet Committee on CPEC 
which dealt with policies relating to CPEC and there was 

also a CPEC Operational Committee so that operational 
difficulties could be resolved. He shared that the 
Government’s devotion towards the betterment of 
CPEC would boost our economy and further thanked 
China for its investment and devotion on CPEC as well�
In response to a question regarding security issues as 
culprits were trying to sabotage Pakistan’s image he 
said, CPEC security was under Pakistan Army’s hand 
along with other security agencies and forces and were 

providing tight security in 
the confined workspace.

Mr Li Yong, on behalf of 
the Ambassador of China 
to Pakistan, expressed 
His Excellency’s message 
thanking for the invitation 
and mentioned, China as 
a friend would and keep 
on providing assistance 
and support when and 
where required� Mr Yong 
highlighted that CPEC was 
considered as the game 
changer for both Pakistan 
and China and laid solid 
foundation for Pakistan’s 
economic situation, 
facilitating in its transition 
from geo-strategic to geo-
economic country� He 
added that so far 46 projects 
had been completed or 
were under construction 
consisting of 25�4 billion US 

dollars� In Gwadar, the trade and business hub where 
around 3 billion US dollars direct investment had been 
done� Mr Yong expressed that the second phase of 
CPEC was way more lager in scale� China also built 
and provided technical vocational training institutes to 
Pakistan teaching thousands of people various skills� 
He added that the Gwadar International Airport to be 
completed by 2023 was also China’s contribution to 
Pakistan’s development� Also, the Special Economic 
Zones were providing jobs and livelihood to the people� 
China provided 135 million doses of COVID vaccines 
to Pakistan and assisted in localized production of 
COVID vaccine as well to diminish foreign dependence� 
China was also promoting its companies to invest 
in Pakistan so that more employment opportunities 
could be brought and help Pakistan generate more 
tax revenues� China’s aim was to equip Pakistan with 
industrial transformation to enhance its infrastructure, 
E-commerce networks, online payment structure and 
making smart factories to portray Pakistan was a ‘Model 
Digital Country’� Both Excellencies of Pakistan and China 
wanted to move forward using green resources, green 
energy, and green investment�

Dr Abid Q� Suleri, in his concluding remarks, expressed 
his profound thanks to the honourable guests for their 
participation and for a comprehensive and informative 
discussion�
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Plenary 4.4: 
Pakistan’s Environmental Social Governance Dimensions: Securing Access to Long-Term 
Capital
In collaboration with ACCA
Video Link: https://bit�ly/3oVoXiQ

Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Moderators: Dr Abid Q� Suleri, Executive Director, & Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
Message by H.E. Mr Imran Khan, Prime Minister, Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Chief Guest: Mr Shaukat Fayaz Ahmed Tarin, Minister of State, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance and 
Revenue, GoP
Launch of Publication: SDC Anthology: Sustainable Development in the Times of COVID-19
Opening & Closing Remarks: Mr Arif Masud Mirza, Regional Head Policy, Middle East & South Asia (MESA), 
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
Keynote Speaker: Ms Sadia Khan, Commissioner, Securities & Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), 
Government of Pakistan
Distinguished Panellists: 
• Mr Hassan Daud Butt, Chief ED, KP-BOIT, Peshawar 
• Ms Ayla Majid, Founder & CEO Planetive, Islamabad 
• Mr Muhammad Shamoon Tariq, Vice Chief Investment Officer/ Partner, Tundra Fonder AB, Sweden
• Dr Hina Aslam, Research Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
       Title: ESG and Energy Transition
Plenary Organisers: Dr Sajid Amin & Dr Syed Mohsin Kazmi, SDPI & Mr Assad Hameed, ACCA, Islamabad
Report by: Ms Sidra Khan, ACCA, Islamabad

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, in 
his welcome remarks highlighted how complying 
with the Environmental Social Governance (ESG) 
dimensions could help achieve the country’s social and 
environmental goals� He acknowledged the role the 
Government of Pakistan played in line with the theme 
of the 24th Sustainable Development Conference, 
“Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind”� 

The session was joined virtually by His Excellency 
Mr Imran Khan, Prime Minister, Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan� His Excellency expressed his gratitude to 
SDPI for the invitation to SDPI’s flagship event, the 24th 
SDC� He highlighted that the SDG vision of “Leaving No 
One Behind” was a manifesto of the Government� He 
said that the Tehreek-e-Insaf Government believed 

that development could not happen unless the lower 
segment of the country was not elevated� Everyone 
from the society and their standard of living was the 
responsibility of the state� 

His Excellency said that during COVID-19, when 
the world was imposing complete lockdowns, the 
Government too was under pressure to impose strict 
lockdowns� However, the government did not give in to 
the pressure as it was aware of the difficulties which 
might have been brought by such lockdowns to the 
daily/weekly wages and the poor people living in slums 
with eight to nine mouths to feed� 

The Prime Minister said that through smart lockdowns, 
Pakistan did not let the supply chain and agriculture get 
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effected. Further, more opportunities were provided 
for the unemployed, such as opening construction in 
cities; and decisions were made that were inclusive of 
the marginalized community and their welfare� He 

Video Link: https://fb�watch/ckY2tqdnK_/

expressed that not only did we save our people but our 
economy as well�

He concluded by appreciating SDPI’s initiative of 
establishing a commodity dashboard [Food Security 
Portal], which featured price fluctuations and the issues 
of supply and demand beforehand, hence, making it 
easier for the Government to tackle the situation before 
a problem arises�

Mr Arif Masud Mirza, Regional Head Policy, ACCA, 
mentioned that Pakistan was making efforts in the right 
direction as far as ESG aspect was concerned, and the 
process of public sector reforms would improve the 
conditions of business in Pakistan� He shed light on 
the role of ACCA as an international accounting and 
professional body where ACCA had to look beyond 
financial reporting and management to consider the 
impact of cost of carbon/water on the environment, 
hence the emphasis on improved integrated and 
environmental reporting over the last few years�

Ms Sadia Khan, Commissioner, Securities & Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan (SECP), Government of 
Pakistan, while delivering the keynote message at 
the plenary, spoke about the growing importance of 
ESG� She stated that the policymakers, investors, and 
general public increasingly recognised the importance 
of sustainability, be it in financial reporting, ethical 
investing or socially responsible business practices� 
From SECP’s lens (securities market regulator), the 
approach was to prompt focus on enabling good 
corporate governance practices�

Ms Khan mentioned that the SECP had been mandated 
to regulate and monitor implementation of ESGs� It 
was imperative to inculcate a regulatory environment 
that first and foremost stimulated good governance 
practices� Second, it was important to encourage 
corporate social responsibility initiatives� Third, it was 

important to consider the environmental impact of 
business activity on the society� She stressed that 
while a decent amount of work had already been done 
in the recent years, a lot more needed to be done to 

incorporate and encourage ESG practices� 

Mr Shaukat Fayaz Ahmed Tarin, Minister 
of State, Adviser to the Prime Minister on 
Finance and Revenue, GoP, emphasized 
that Pakistan’s economy did not overheat 
as widely assumed, in fact it confronted vital 
economic issues as world commodity prices 
began to fall�

He predicted that the current drop in global 
commodity prices would reduce the country’s 
external sector vulnerability over the next 
three to four months� The economy was 
already growing at a rate ranging from 5% 
to 5.5% in the current fiscal year. However, 
the rise in international commodity prices 
did put pressure on the country’s external 

sector. As a result of this increase, inflation in Pakistan 
soared, along with the cost of imports�

Both these issues, Mr Tarin claimed, led to the growing 
trade deficit. The Adviser pointed out that the availability 
of gas, gasoline, and other commodities were already 
experiencing a downward trend� “Imports of three to 
four commodities, including petroleum goods, steel 
products, and raw materials, have surged� This increase 
is primarily due to a rise in costs in the global market 
rather than an increase in domestic demand,” he noted�

Mr Tarin added that one of the signs of economic 
progress was a significant increase in revenue 
collection� With regard to the impact of growing prices 
on the lower and upper-middle classes in metropolitan 
regions, he acknowledged the burden on these 
segments due to inflation. He further highlighted that 
the Government was working on several initiatives and 
policies to reduce it� The administration was focused 
on raising agricultural productivity and increasing 
industrial production for a more sustainable economy�

The panellists’ discussion was moderated by Dr Vaqar 
Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, SDPI�

Mr Muhammad Shamoon Tariq, Vice Chief Investment 
Officer/ Partner, Tundra Fonder AB, in his discussions 
said that in the next three to five years, as per the 
prevailing global trend one would see companies move 
90% of their assets to ESG compliant assets� He said 
that failure to adapt to the new ESG requirements could 
expose Pakistan to a possibility of not receiving any 
investments� Pakistan had been lagging in this regard�

Ms Ayla Majid, Founder & CEO Planetive, said that if 
Pakistan did not follow these standards, enhance our 
systems for both internal and external stakeholders, 
the country would risk losing out to global competitors� 
In both the public and private sectors in Pakistan, 
the adoption of these ESG standards represented a 
tremendous opportunity� Ms Majid maintained that 
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when it came to climate change, Pakistan was among 
the worst-affected countries. She said there was a need 
to ensure Pakistan’s projects, investments, rules, and 
regulations were in sync with the global ESG framework, 
which was critical from an environmental standpoint�

Mr Hassan Daud Butt, Chief ED, KP-BOIT, GoP, said 
that the Board of Investment intended to attract more 
sustainable investment in every sector� He believed 
that if one could demonstrate that Pakistan was a good 
country to invest in, in terms of ESG compliance and a 
destination that held a sizeable opportunity in terms of 
business activity, countries and global entities would be 
willing to invest in Pakistan which would ultimately help 

Pakistan achieve its economic growth objectives�

Dr Hina Aslam, Research Fellow, SDPI deduced that 
there would be no room in this world for investors, 
governments, or businesses who would be unable to 
adopt SDG practices on time� Dr Aslam stressed on the 
implementation of ESG’s call for more accountability 
and disclosure in terms of quantifying the cost of 
environmental destruction and the impact on effective 
natural resource management�

Dr Vaqar Ahmed concluded the session by thanking the 
esteemed panellists and audience�

Closing Plenary: 
Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No one Behind

Moderator: Ms Ayesha Ilyas, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Vote of Thanks / Closing Remarks: Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Board of Governors, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Plenary Organizer:   Ms Sahar Basharat, SDPI, Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Asim Zahoor, SDPI, Islamabad

At the conclusion of the four-day Twenty-fourth 
Sustainable Development Conference, 2021, Ms Ayesha 
Ilyas profoundly thanked all the esteemed guests, 
partners and panellists for their participation� She also 
extended her thanks to the audience who joined the 
sessions in-person as well as online� 

Ms Ilyas requested the Executive Director of SDPI, Dr 
Abid Q� Suleri to announce the names of the recipients 
chosen for the Excellence Performance Award through 
voting for their outstanding performance and dedication 
to the organization for the year 2021�

Dr Abid Q. Suleri mentioned that this year with the 
change in norm, two awards would be awarded to 
the employees for their hard work and dedication� He 
announced the names and requested Ambassador 
Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, BOG, SDPI, to present 
the shields and prize money to the awardees, namely:
• Mr Indreyas Masih, Office Boy
• Mr Muhammad Riaz, Office Driver

Dr Suleri further appreciated the efforts of Mr Indreyas 
Masih and Mr Muhammad Riaz and the administration 
wing of SDPI for their dedicated work during the 
Pandemic� 

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel in his closing remarks 
on behalf of all Board of Governors of SDPI, mentioned 
it was the second SDC held online cum hybrid mode 
due to the ongoing Pandemic� He said that the theme 
was fascinating looking at the process of recovering 
and rebuilding from the Pandemic while leaving no 
one behind� Ambassador Kakakhel appreciated SDPI 
staff’s compliance with the SOPs while performing their 
duties throughout the year and commended them 
on the holding of Twenty-fourth SDC that included 
10 plenary sessions and 28 concurrent sessions 
having representation of government stakeholders, 
diplomatic missions, non-state stakeholders and other 

organizations covering the entire subjects relating to 
the outcomes of the Pandemic such as energy transition 
to ecosystem restoration, public-private partnership, 
cultural diversities, impacts of COVID-19 on poor 
countries and households, social, environmental and 
health challenges, emerging CPEC scenario, post COP26 
and importantly the Sustainable Development Goals� 
Ambassador Kakakhel added that he hoped that the 
government would consider the results of the rich and 
fruitful discussions� He thanked all the individuals for 
their participation and extended his immense gratitude 
and special thanks to Ms Uzma Haroon and her team 
for the arrangement of this Conference and making it 
a successful one� 
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